
CHOOSE YOUR CHALLENGE
Research Topics

Bullying

How should you respond to bullying in your classroom and school? Do you want to know how 
you can support the bullied student? How can you encourage bystanders to take action?  If 
the topic of bullying interests you, start with these resources!

  Austin, S.M., Reynolds, G.P. & Barnes, S. L. (2012). School leadership and counselors 
 working together to address bullying. Education, 133(2), 283-290.

  Kolbert, J.B., Schultz, D., & Crothers, L. M. (2014). Bullying prevention and the parent 
 involvement model. Journal of School Counseling, 12(7), 1-20.

  Shriberg, D. D., Brooks, K., Jenkins, K., Immen, J., Sutter, C., & Cronin, K. (2017). 
 Using student voice to respond to middle school bullying: A student leadership   
 approach. School Psychology Forum, 11(1), 20-33.

Apathy

It can be frustrating to teach art when some students lack enthusiasm or energy for your 
subject. Take heed, you are not the first teacher to deal with disinterested students. Spend 
some time reading the resources below and then devote some time researching on your own.

  Cummings, K. L. (2010). “So What.” “Who Cares?” “Whatever.” Changing Adolescents’  
 attitudes in the art classroom. Visual Arts Research, 36(1), 55-67.

  Doyle, C. L. (2011). Invisible wars: Iraq, Afghanistan, and teaching insurgencies in public 
 schools. American Educator, 35(4), 19-21.

  Steuer, R. (2017, February 6). Project based learning - turning apathy into aspirations.  
 Association for Middle Level Education. http://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/  
 WhatsNew/WNDet.aspx?ArtMID=888&ArticleID=740
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Defiance

What should you do when a student disregards your directions or rules? How should you react 
to an openly defiant student? Are you curious about the cause or root of defiance? Spend 
some time with the articles below and then investigate additional resources.

  Fecser, M. M. (2015). Classroom strategies for traumatized, oppositional students. 
 Reclaiming Children & Youth, 24(1), 20-24.

  Patterson, D. S., Jolivette, K., & Crosby, S. (2006). Social skills training for students 
 who demonstrate poor self-control. Beyond Behavior, 15(3), 23-27.

  Rappaport, N., & Minahan, J. (2012). Cracking the behavior code. Educational 
 Leadership, 70(2), 18-25.
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Emotional Behavioral Disorder

According to IDEA, it is “...a condition exhibiting one or more of the following characteristics 
over a long period of time and to a marked degree that adversely affects a child’s educational 
performance:

 A    An inability to learn that cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory, or health  
                   factors.

  B    An inability to build or maintain satisfactory interpersonal relationships with peers 
                   and teachers.

 C    Inappropriate types of behavior or feelings under normal circumstances.

  D    A general pervasive mood of unhappiness or depression.

  E    A tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears associated with personal or   
                   school problems.” 

Unless you have a degree in Psychiatry, you are not qualified to diagnose or treat a student 
with Emotional Behavioral Disorder yet you may need to develop appropriate strategies for 
helping a diagnosed child find success in you art room. 

   Gresham, F. M. (2005). Response to intervention: An alternative means of identifying  
 students as emotionally disturbed. Education & Treatment Of Children (ETC), 28(4),  
 328-344.

   Hanover Practice. (2013, January). Effective programs for emotional and behavioral   
 disorders. https://bigfivetech.com/upload/resources_guide/Self_    
 Management_and_Effective_Interventions_for_EBD.pdf

   Ryan, J. B., Pierce, C. D., & Mooney, P. (2008). Evidence-based teaching strategies for  
 students with EBD. Beyond Behavior, 17, 22-29.
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English Language Learners

How can you prepare your art room and instruction for English Language Learners (ELL)? 
Research this topic and begin to understand and develop strategies to set ELL students up for 
more success and confidence.

  Brouillette, L. l., Grove, D., & Hinga, B. (2015). How arts integration has helped K-2 
 teachers to boost the language development of English-language learners. Journal of  
 School Leadership, 25(2), 286-312.

  Gulla, A. N. (2015). Nobody knows the stories of others: High school English 
 language learners find their poetic voices by responding to works of art. TESOL  
 Journal, 6(4), 612-620. doi:10.1002/tesj.227

  Henry, C. (2007). Teaching in another culture: Preparing art educators for teaching 
 English language learners. Art Education, 60(6), 33-39. doi:10.2307/27696250

  Ingraham, N., & Nuttall, S. (2016). The story of an arts Integration school on 
 English-language-learner development: A qualitative study of collaboration, integrity,  
 and confidence. International Journal of Education & The Arts, 17(28), 1-17.
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Entitlement

Do some of your students behave as though they deserve, or have the right to, a high 
grade yet do not put forth high effort? Perhaps a student disregards traditional, respectful 
boundaries between student and teacher?  Research this topic if you would like to uncover 
origins of entitlement in students and develop strategies for responding to entitlement.

  Elmore, T. (2014, February 19). From entitled to empowered: Building four virtues   
 in students to combat entitlement in the classroom. https://www.    
 huffingtonpost.com/tim-elmore/from-entitled-to-empowere_b_4804516.html

  Lippmann, S., Bulanda, R. E., & Wagenaar, T. C. (2009). Student entitlement: Issues 
 and strategies for confronting entitlement in the classroom and beyond. College  
 Teaching, 57(4), 197-204. doi:10.3200/CTCH.57.4.197-204
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Gifted/Advanced

Have you struggled to help your gifted artists flourish in the art room? Do you find yourself 
giving more work rather than challenging your gifted students to advance their artistic 
knowledge, skills and talents? Begin researching best practices for reaching your gifted and 
advanced artists.

  Carroll, K. L. (2008). In their own voices: Helping artistically gifted and talented 
 students succeed academically. Gifted Child Today, 31(4), 36-43.

  Gaither, J. E. (2008). A former student’s perception of not gifted, just different: A 
 case study. Gifted Child Today, 31(4), 46-58.

  Haberlin, S. (2017). Using arts-based research to explore peak experiences in five 
 gifted children. International Journal Of Education & The Arts, 18(23-25), 1-22.

  De Leon, J., Argus-Calvo, B., & Medina, C. (2010). A model project for identifying rural 
 gifted and talented students in the visual arts. Rural Special Education Quarterly,  
 29(3), 16-22.
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High Poverty

The lives of poor students are markedly different from their more affluent peers. Economically 
disadvantaged students often have a difficult time being successful in school because they 
may have experienced trauma, may lack the funding for fees to participate in school events, 
may not have self-regulation or goal-setting skills, or may not have support at home to stay 
in school. Research this topic to learn more about what can you do for your students living in 
poverty.

  Gorski, P. C. (2013). Building a pedagogy of engagement for students in poverty. Phi Delta  
 Kappan, 95(1), 48-52.

  Johnson, C. (2013, November/December). Leading learning for children from poverty.  
 Association of Middle Level Education. https://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/  
 WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/ArtMID/888/ArticleID/351/Leading-Learning-for- 
 Children-From-Poverty.aspx

  National Education Association. (n.d.). Teaching children from poverty and trauma.  
 https://www.nea.org/assets/docs/20200_Poverty%20Handbook_flat.pdf

  Parrett, W. & Budge, K. (2016, June 15). 5 questions that promote student success in   
 high-poverty schools. Edutopia. https://www.edutopia.org/blog/high-poverty-  
 schools-promote-student-success-william-parrett-kathleen-budge

  Trauma and Learning Policy Initiative. (2005). Helping Traumatized Children Learn.   
 https://traumasensitiveschools.org/ 

  Blake, A. L. (2017). How do we manage? Classroom management strategies for novice  
 teachers in high-poverty urban schools. National Teacher Education Journal, 10(2),  
 13-19.

Homelessness/Transience

Student homelessness is a growing concern in America. Homeless and transient students 
are faced with unique barriers to regular attendance and a host of other factors critical for a 
successful education. Research this topic to learn about status of homeless students as well as 
strategies to help provide the supports and stability these students need in the classroom.

  Duffield, B. (2001). The educational rights of homeless children: policies and practices. 
 Educational Studies, 32(3), 323-336.

  Ingram, E., Bridgeland, J., Reed, B., & Atwell, M. (2017). Hidden in plain sight: Homeless  
 students in America’s public schools. Civic Enterprises.

  Potenza, A. (2014). ‘I’ve Been HOMELESS For Six Years.’ (cover story). New York 
 Times Upfront, 147(2), 10-13.

  Smart-Morstad, K., Triggs, S., & Langlie, T. (2017). An education foundations course 
 and teacher research: Addressing the impact of local homelessness on education.  
 Critical Questions In Education, 8(1), 51-66.
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Special Needs

Are you searching for methods to improve your instructional practice for students with special 
needs? Use the resources below to read about successes, specific strategies, and assistive 
technologies to support this work.

  Bain, C., & Hasio, C. (2011). Authentic learning experience prepares preservice 
 students to teach art to children with special needs. Art Education, 64(2), 33-39.

  Coleman, M. m., & Cramer, E. e. (2015). Creating meaningful art experiences with 
 assistive technology for students with physical, visual, severe, and multiple   
 disabilities. Art Education, 68(2), 6-13.

  Furniss, G. J. (2009). Art lessons for a young artist with Asperger Syndrome. Art 
 Education, 62(3), 18-23.

  Turk, J. (2012). Collaboration, inclusion, and empowerment: A life skills mural. Art 
 Education, 65(6), 50-53.

Race + Culture

  Sandwick, T., Hahn, J. W., & Ayoub, L. H. (2019). Fostering community, sharing power:  
 lessons for building restorative justice school cultures. Education Policy Analysis  
 Archives, 145–147, 1–32. https://doi.org/10.14507/epaa.27.4296

  Wardle, F. (2017). Children are not racial categories. YC: Young Children, 72(2), 85–89.

  Weinstein, C. (2003). Classroom management in a diverse society. Theory Into Practice,  
 42(4), 269–350.

  Yang, J. L., Anyon, Y., Pauline, M., Wiley, K. E., Cash, D., Downing, B. J., Greer, E., Kelty, E.,  
 Morgan, T. L., & Pisciotta, L. (2018). “We have to educate every single student, not  
 just the ones that look like us”: Support service providers’ beliefs about the root  
 causes of the school-to-prison pipeline for youth of color. Equity & Excellence in  
 Education, 51(3–4), 316–331.

Truancy

Truancy is linked to low student achievement and school dropout. Study this topic to learn 
about the general state of truancy in America, why students become disconnected and how 
visual arts can become a meaningful outlet for truant students.

  Ahmad, F. Z. & Miller, T. (2015, August). The high cost of truancy. Center for American 
 Progress. https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/reports/2015/08/25/
 109863/the-high-cost-of-truancy/

  Imms, W. (2004). Malcolm’s story. Art Education, 57(2), 40-45.

  O’Connor, A., Peterson, R. L. & Strawhun, J. (2014). Truancy reduction. Strategy brief. 
 Building and Sustaining Student Engagement. https://k12engagement.
 unl.edu/strategy-briefs/Ttruancy%20Reduction%203-11-2014%20Print.pdf.
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