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INTERMEDIATE SCOPE AND SEQUENCES: 1st Edition
6th - 8th grades  

What is FLEX Curriculum? 
FLEX Curriculum is designed as a rigorous, relevant, and flexible set 
of curriculum resources art teachers can curate for their classrooms. 

Teachers can utilize scope and sequences, units, and learning 
experiences based on their unique needs and environments.
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HOW TO UNDERSTAND THESE SCOPE AND SEQUENCES

The following FLEX Curriculum K-12 

scope and sequences were designed 

for art educators to use as inspiration 

and as a guide to drive teaching. The 

FLEX Curriculum contents selected 

at each level are based on five grade 

level priority National Core Arts 

Standards (at the top of each page) 

represented in the content driving 

‘Essential Questions’ (second column 

from left). 

The National Core Arts Standards 

are the foundation of each grade 

level scope and sequence. Priority 

standards selected ensure students 

will have opportunities to create, 

connect, present, and respond 

through process and projects. 

Concepts and skills in the lesson plans 

spiral and build upon one another 

increasing complexity and depth.

Grade level units are organized 

by an element, principle or media 

(first column on the left). While the 

following scope and sequences are 

written to be linear with spiraling 

concepts, modifications may need to 

be made to meet district or student 

goals and needs. If all units are 

taught in sequential order, students 

will be exposed to a variety of skills, 

standards, concepts, media and 

learning experiences.
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6TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G What does a drawing show? 

Why do artists choose 
certain things to draw? What 

meaning does a drawing 
have? 

TOY DRAWING WHAT IS SPACE? | ADVANCED ANDY WARHOL GRAPHITE TECHNIQUES PRE-TEST

OAXACAN METAL CARVING WHAT IS COLOR? | ADVANCED MAYA LIN EXIT SLIP 3 2 1

COLLABORATIVE PREHISTORIC  
FLIP BOOKS WHAT IS LINE? | ADVANCED HEDI KYLE BOOKMAKING REFLECTION SHEET

CREATIVE CUBISM CARTOONS WHAT IS SHAPE? | ADVANCED PABLO PICASSO
COLOR PENCIL TECHNIQUES  

PRE-TEST

PA
IN

TI
N

G What does a painting show? 
Why do artists choose 

certain things to paint? What 
meaning does a painting 

have? BLACK AND WHITE ABSTRACT 
SERIES WHAT IS VALUE? | ADVANCED JACKSON POLLOCK

GALLERY WALK & CRITIQUE  
FEEDBACK

HISTORY
Andy Warhol was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
As a child, Warhol often stayed home from school due to a 
health condition. There, he would listen to the radio and collect 
photographs of celebrities, shaping his interest in pop culture. His 
family encouraged his interest in the arts, funding his college tuition 
to Carnegie Institute of Technology, where he earned a degree in 
Pictorial Design.

CAREER
Before pursuing Pop Art, Warhol found success illustrating for 
Glamour, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, and The New Yorker. He also 
won several awards for his work in the advertisement industry. This 
experience influenced his later art, as many of his most famous 
pieces are based on advertisements and graphic design. Many film 
historians argue that the films made later in his career pioneered 
independent filmmaking. Warhol died at 58 after having become a 
commercially successful artist and well-known celebrity.

Andy Warhol
1928-1987

American Painter, 
Filmmaker, and 
Printmaker

Famous for Pop 
Art, Video Art, and 
Postmodernism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Gold Marilyn Monroe, 1962

Sleep, 1963

Brillo Boxes 1964

Campbell’s Soup, 1968

Mao, 1973

Self-Portrait, 1986

KNOWN FOR
Warhol is known for both his art 
and for his life as a celebrity. His 
iconic screenprints of Campbell’s 
soup cans and Marilyn Monroe are 
still highly reproduced and alluded 
to today. Warhol’s legacy also 
includes gatherings he held at his 
studio, nicknamed “The Factory.” 
Warhol often filmed  these meetings, 
attended by artists and celebrities, 
ultimately producing more than 500 
films that immortalized the scene.

Andy Warhol. (n.d.) Retrieved January 28, 2019, from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-warhol-andy.htm 

Andy Warhol: A Factory. (2018, April 18). Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.guggenheim.org/exhibition/andy-warhol-a-factory 

Andy Warhol (1968). Campbell’s Soup [Synthetic polymer paint on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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HISTORY
Maya Lin was born in Athens, Ohio, to a poet and a ceramicist. Her 
parents, who fled China during the rise of Communism, encouraged 
their children to express themselves through art, often sharing 
studio space as a family. Growing up, Lin was a hardworking student 
who found interest in nature, animals, art, and architecture. While 
traveling through Denmark as a student at Yale University, Lin 
experienced significant racism, leading her to address social justice 
issues through her art.

CAREER
After completing Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Lin continued to 
design memorials while also building sculptures from her New 
York studio. Soon after, she expanded her practice by using 
landscape and earth to create her sculptural work. Lin’s interest in 
environmentalism has lead her to activism. What is Missing?, one of 
her more recent works, addresses climate change and its impact on 
animal habitats. 

Maya Lin
1959-present

Chinese-American 
Architect and Sculptor

Famous for Famous for 
the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, 
D.C.

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 1982

Groundswell, 1993

The Wave Field, 1995

Eleven Minute Line, 2004

Water Line, 2006

What is Missing?, 2009

KNOWN FOR
During her senior year at Yale, 
Lin submitted a blueprint design 
for a Vietnam veterans memorial. 
Fourteen hundred anonymous 
submissions were considered by the 
public, and Lin’s plan was chosen. 
Because she was an unknown name 
with no connection to the Vietnam 
War, Lin was asked to defend her 
work to the United States Congress. 
Their apprehension resulted in a 
compromise: Lin would construct her 
memorial, and a traditional bronze 
statue would also be commissioned 
to be put near her work. 

Britannica, T. E. (2018, October 01). Maya Lin. Retrieved January 20, 2019, from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Maya-Lin 

Maya Lin’s Life and Legacy. (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-lin-maya-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Maya Lin (1982). Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Washington, D.C.
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HATCHING

EXTRA LIGHT MEDIUM EXTRA DARK

STIPPLING

CROSS-HATCHING

GRAPHITE TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

LIGHT DARK

BLENDING

SCUMBLING

NAME:

CLASS:

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1

NCAS - VA:Cr1 .2 .6a Brainstorm 
collaboratively multiple approaches to 

an art or design problem.

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .6a Demonstrate 
openness in trying new ideas, 

materials, methods,and approaches in 
making works of art and design.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .6a Individually or 
collaboratively, develop a visual plan 
for displaying works of art, analyzing 

exhibit space, the needs of the viewer, 
and the layout of the exhibit.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .1 .6a Identify and 
interpret works of art or design that 
reveal how people live around the 

world and what they value.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .6a Analyze how art 
reflects changing times, traditions, 

resources, and cultural uses.

6TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Hedi Kyle was born in the Berlin area shortly before World War II, 
so her early memories are of moving from place to place as the 
Germans and Russians battled over territory. After the war, her 
marine biologist father took a job on an island in the North Sea, 
where Kyle read whatever she could find and enjoyed making things 
out of the items that washed up on the beach. She graduated with a 
degree in graphic design from an art school in Wiesbaden and took 
a job as a commercial artist for an American advertising agency in 
Frankfurt. In 1962, she moved to the United States, living first in New 
York and then in San Francisco and Berkeley, California.

CAREER
Kyle returned to New York in the 1970s and was hired in the library 
at the New York Botanical Garden, where she received training 
from Laura Young and co-founded the Book Preservation Center.  
In 1983, she, Timothy Barrett, and Gary Frost founded the Paper 
and Book Intensive, an annual series of workshops in the book 
arts, papermaking, and conservation that is still going strong. Kyle 
moved to Philadelphia in the mid-1980s and worked as the head 
conservator at the American Philosophical Society while also 
teaching in the MFA program in Book Arts + Printmaking at The 
University of the Arts. In 2016, she received the Distinguished Career 
Award from the College Book Art Association (CBAA).

Hedi Kyle
Born 1937

German-born American 
book artist

Famous for her influence 
on Book Arts

FAMOUS WORKS 
Bold Tape, 1995

Fold-Out Geometry, 2003

Blue Bubble ,2004

Mica Flags, 2006

Guillemus, 2011

KNOWN FOR
Hedi Kyle is a Book Arts pioneer. 
She studied traditional book art 
techniques, but she prefers to 
experiment with different ways of 
displaying content. As a result, she 
has come up with new, innovative 
approaches to assembling books.

Johnston, A. Visible shivers running down my spine: Hedi Kyle has an unstructured chat. Fine Press Book Association  
 Retrieved from http://www.fpba.com/parenthesis/select-articles/p25_hedi_kyle.html

Kyle, H. and Warchol, U. (2018) Official website. Retrieved from https://www.artofthefold.com/hedi-kyle

Kyle, H. and Warchol, U. (2018) The art of the fold: How to make innovative books and paper structures.  
 London, UK: Laurence King Publishing. 

Hedi Kyle (1995). Bold Tape.  
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BOOKMAKING REFLECTION SHEET
Student name:  _______________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

Project name:  _____________________________________________________

What do you currently use books for? Do you think they are important? Why or why not?

What was the most challenging part of this project for you?

How does this structure reflect changing times and traditions, currently and historically?

If you could adapt or change something about this structure, what would that be? Would you add, subtract, or use 
different materials? Explain.

How did you feel using a historic method of bookmaking with modern-day recycled materials?

What do you imagine this structure was used for when it was originally created?

How do you plan to use this structure?

HISTORY
Pablo Picasso began studying and creating art at a very young 
age. His father, who was also a painter, taught Picasso until sending 
him to a formal school at age eleven. His parents continuously 
encouraged his passion, sending him to the best schools they 
could afford and travelling to visit classic artwork. Picasso’s later 
influences include a range of bohemians and modernists, who 
encouraged him to express himself through Art Nouveau and 
symbolism.

CAREER
Throughout his career, Picasso’s work was highly influenced by 
his personal relationships. Early on, he relied on a blue and gray 
palette. This body of art, referred to as his Blue Period, created 
a melancholic mood that reflected his own sadness at the death 
of a close friend. Later, while developing Cubism, Picasso learned 
from and was motivated by Braque, producing the most intense 
collaboration of his career. Picasso’s focus shifted yet again after 
meeting Sergei Diaghilev, founder of Ballets Russes, as he took time 
off from painting to create set designs for ballet productions. After 
World War II, in which several of Picasso’s Jewish friends were killed, 
he expressed his frustration through sculpture, using hard materials 
to symbolize his grief. He continued to paint and sculpt until his 
death in 1973.

Pablo Picasso
1881-1973

Spanish Painter and 
Sculptor

Famous for developing 
Cubism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 1907

Maquette for Guitar, 1912

Ma Jolie, 1911-1912

The Three Musicians, 1921

Large Nude in a Red Armchair, 1929

Guernica, 1937

KNOWN FOR
Pablo Picasso is  best known for 
developing Cubism alongside his 
friend and colleague, Georges 
Braque. This African-influenced 
abstract form can be described as 
geometric and fractured, and often 
takes on multiple vantage points. 
This form eventually led Picasso 
to develop collage, which employs 
pieces of paper and other synthetic 
materials in a piece of art.

Cubism. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm 

Pablo Picasso. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from  

 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-picasso-pablo-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Pablo Picasso (1921). The Three Musicians [Oil on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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HATCHING

EXTRA LIGHT MEDIUM EXTRA DARK

NAME:

STIPPLING

CROSS-HATCHING

COLOR PENCIL TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

LIGHT DARK

BLENDING

SCUMBLING

HISTORY
Jackson Pollock was born in Wyoming, but his family left there 
before his first birthday and moved from place to place in Arizona 
and California throughout his childhood. Pollock recognized he 
was not a naturally gifted artist and described his own drawings 
as “rotten” and “cold and lifeless.” Nevertheless, in 1930, he moved 
to New York, where he and his older brother Charles both studied 
with Thomas Hart Benton at the Art Students League. From the 
mid to late 1930s, Pollock developed his skills – and earned a steady 
paycheck –  working in the Easel Division of the WPA’s Federal Art 
Project.

CAREER
In 1936, Pollock helped at muralist David Siqueiros’ Experimental 
Workshop, where he learned industrial painting techniques, such as 
using spray cans for application and pouring paint onto canvases on 
the floor. About 10 years later, when Pollock was looking for more 
abstract ways to express himself, he began throwing paint to create 
the webs of color for which he is best known. Art collector Peggy 
Guggenheim became Pollock’s dedicated patron in the 1940s, 
giving him his first solo exhibition and putting him under contract. 
Despite additional contracts with other dealers, Pollock’s alcoholism 
increased, and his work output decreased. He died in a car wreck in 
1956 at just 44 years old.

Jackson Pollock
1912-1956

American painter

Famous Abstract 
Expressionist known 
for his drip painting 
technique

FAMOUS WORKS 
Going West, 1934-35

Mural, 1943

Full Fathom Five, 1947

Autumn Rhythm: Number 30, 1950

The Deep, 1953

KNOWN FOR
Pollock was a leader of the Abstract 
Expressionism movement. His early 
work was mostly small landscapes 
and figurative scenes, but he became 
increasingly interested in mural 
painting and then in “veiling” figures 
with poured paint. He was known for 
his drip paintings, where he poured, 
splashed, and dripped paint all 
over his canvases to create unique 
and inventive compositions. He 
would put a canvas on the floor and 
physically move around it, shaking a 
paint-covered stick or brush, rarely 
touching the application tool to the 
canvas.

Frank, E. (1983). Jackson Pollock. New York: Abbeville Press.

Ingram, C. (2014). This Is Pollock. London: Laurence King Publishing.

Solomon, D. (1987). Jackson Pollock: A Biography. New York: Simon and Schuster

Jackson Pollock (1943). Mural [Oil on canvas]. University of Iowa Museum of Art, Iowa City.  
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GALLERY WALK & 
CRITIQUE FEEDBACK

Copyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

I would like feedback on:

1.

2.

3.

My idea behind the artwork:

Name:GALLERY WALK FEEDBACK

Peer reviewer name:

Peer reviewer name:

Peer reviewer name:

Peer reviewer name:
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UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

PR
IN

TM
A

K
IN

G

What is printmaking? What is 
a story? How can a story be 

told with printmaking? 

STYLIZED STILL LIFE SHAPE  
PAINTING WHAT IS SHAPE? | ADVANCED PAUL CEZANNE SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE

FI
B

ER
S What are fibers? When and 

how do we encounter fiber 
in the world around us? Why 

would an artist choose to 
work with fibers? 

CROSS STITCH CARDS WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER GUSTAV KLIMT MIDPOINT CRITIQUE APPROACHES

FELTED PATCH WHAT IS PATTERN? MAGDALENA ABAKANOWICZ JUST ONE PEER REVIEW

C
ER

A
M

IC
S What is ceramics? When 

and how do we encounter of 
ceramic artwork  in the world 
around us? Why would artists 

choose to work with clay?

PREHISTORIC CERAMIC TILES WHAT IS TEXTURE? | ADVANCED ANSELM KIEFER ARTMAKING PROCESS CHECKLIST

GREEK VASES WHAT IS PATTERN? MARIA MARTINEZ EXIT TICKET

HISTORY
Born into a wealthy family, Paul Cezanne was expected to enter 
law. After persuading his father to let him study art, Cezanne nearly 
dropped out of art school, depressed that he wasn’t as technically 
proficient as the other students. After a period of dark work, 
Cezanne explored Impressionism, taking his canvases outside all 
over the countryside to paint, which was still considered radical. His 
emphasis on the underlying structure of his subjects foreshadowed 
Cubism.

CAREER
Isolated, socially awkward, and sometimes violent, Cezanne 
struggled throughout his life to express in paint his revolutionary 
ideas about the nature of art. He explored the properties of line, 
plane, and color and often painted objects in one hue to produce 
the greatest effect of fullness of form. Cezanne believed artists 
should use cylinders, spheres, and cones to represent art in 
nature. Modern critics find the dignity of form in Cezanne’s work 
reminiscent of the simplicity of form that produced Classical art.

Paul Cezanne
1839-1906

French Painter

Famous for being one 
of the greatest Post-
Impressionists

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Basket of Apples, 1893

Mont Saint-Victoire with Viaduct,  

1885-1887

KNOWN FOR
Cezanne is known as the most 
significant pioneer of 20th-century 
abstract painting. His spatial 
explorations paved the way for 
Cubism and Fauvism. Picasso 
declared Cezanne as “the father of 
us all.”

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Huyghe, R. (2019, January 29). Paul Cezanne. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Cezanne

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.  

Cezanne, P. (1893). The Basket of Apples [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL.
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HISTORY
The second of seven children, Gustav Klimt lived in poverty most of 
his childhood. Awarded a scholarship to the Vienna School of Arts 
and Crafts, he received training as an architectural painter and began 
his professional career painting interior murals and ceilings in large 
public buildings. After public outcry over three paintings for the 
University of Vienna, he turned toward the prominent use of gold 
leaf in his paintings. Many of his paintings have brought some of the 
highest prices recorded for individual works of art. 

KNOWN FOR
Klimt is known for his use of gold leaf in his paintings. He believed in 
showcasing the applied arts and wanted to break down the hierarchy 
that placed decorative arts in the ranks below painting and sculpture.

CAREER
Klimt opened an independent studio for painting murals. Later he and 
a group of painters revolted against academic art in favor of a highly 
decorative style. Klimt’s fascination with organic patterns and the 
psychological pervades his work. His later murals are characterized 
by linear drawing and the bold use of color and gold leaf, inspired 
by his firsthand study of Byzantine mosaics. Several of his paintings 
were confiscated by the Nazis during World War II and became the 
focus of a lengthy legal battle. In 2006, the paintings were returned 
to the owners, and Adele Bloch-Bauer I sold for a then-record price 
of $135 million.

Gustav
Klimt

1862-1918

Austrian Painter

Famous for the highly 
decorative style of 
his works, seen as a 
rebellion against the 
traditional academic art 
of his time

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Kiss, 1908

Adele Bloch-Bauer, 1908

Biography of Gustav Klimt. (2002-2017). Retrieved from https://www.klimtgallery.org/biography.html

Davies, P., Denny, W., Hofrichter, F., Jacobs, J., Roberts, A. & Simon, D. (2007). Janson’s History of Art: The Western Tradition.  
 Seventh edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Gustav Klimt. (2019, February 2). Encyclopaedia Britannica. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gustav-Klimt

Klimt, G. (1908). The Kiss [Oil on canvas]. Osterreichische Gallery, Vienna.

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

MID-POINT CRITIQUE APPROACHES
Critiques can play an important role in the art curriculum. Many times, critiques happen after 
the artwork is complete. Conducting a critique in the middle of a project gives students time 

to reflect on their work and gain insights from their peers before they complete it.

After allowing students to give the feedback in whatever way you choose - 
allow time for the artist to ask follow up questions.

Allow students to write feedback on 
sticky notes and place them by the 
artwork. Different prompts can be 
used like the TAG method to the right.

Sticky Notes
T

A

G

T - Tell the artist something
      you like.

A - Ask the artist a question.

G - Give the artist a suggestion.

The sandwich consists of bread (compliment), meat 
(constructive criticism), and more bread (another compliment).

The Sandwich Critique

Give them dry erase boards (or blank paper) with a marker, then 
when a student holds up his or her work, everyone else gives it a 
score from 1 to 10. Students judging the work with a high score 
can talk about what they like, and those judging with the low 
scores can discuss what they would like to see improved.

Olympic Judging

Students work together to engage in a respectful and 
meaningful discussion about the work. These discussions follow 
a very particular set of steps, which you can read about here.

Glow and Grow

Use a Google Form with prompts.

Digital

6TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS
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Please explain how you created a “personal” still life study. Explain how and why you 
arranged your still life the way that you did. Remember that an aspect of this assignment 

is about creating an evocative, personal mood. 

SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE
Student name:  _________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

POOR
1

MODERATE
2

GOOD
3

STRONG
4

EXCELLENT
5

Materials used well; 
technique is excellent; good 
value inclusion

Evidence of thinking;  
clear visual intent; clear 
marks of intent; clear, 
evocative mark-making

Purposeful, planned 
composition; use of rule of 
thirds; clear visual planning

Inventive/ Imaginative

Awareness of style and 
format

Inclusion of additive/ 
subtractive methods; range 
in value.

GLOWS & GROWS  
REVIEW EACH QUESTION AND RESPOND.

GLOW: What was something that was a success, surprise, or both?

GROW: What was something you learned, that happened, or that challenged you?

SELF-EVALUATION: Please reflect and score yourself.

HISTORY
A member of a Polish aristocratic family dislocated by World War II, 
Magdalena Abakanowicz brought her early experiences into her art. 
After graduating from the Warsaw Academy of Fine Arts, she worked 
as an independent artist before turning to three-dimensional textiles 
as her preferred medium. Abakanowicz taught at the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Poznań, Poland, for 25 years, receiving numerous awards 
and several honorary doctorates at many universities around the 
world.

KNOWN FOR
A pioneer of fiber-based sculpture and installation in the 1960s, 
Magdalena Abakanowicz turned to figurative textile works in the 
1970s. She is best known for her headless and fragmented human 
forms. Through her work, Abakanowicz speaks broadly to the human 
experience.

CAREER
Abakanowicz began making abstract fiber works in the 1950s when 
her government advocated social realism. Her earliest works were 
monumental hanging textiles, before she became a pioneer of 
fiber-based sculptures. Focusing on the human form, Abakanowicz 
used complex surface textures in her serial groups of figures to give 
them each an organic, individual identity. Much of her later work 
was done in bronze, stone, iron, or concrete. Before her death in 
2017, Abakanowicz was featured in more than 100 group and solo 
exhibitions worldwide and honored with numerous awards.

Magdalena 
Abakanowicz

1930-2017

Polish Fiber Artist

Famous for her massive 
series of sculptures, 
which earned 
international acclaim

FAMOUS WORKS 
Abakans, 1967-68

Backs, 1976-80

Crowd I, 1986-7

Unrecognised, 2002

King Arthur’s Knights, 2005-07

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Magdalena Abakanowicz. (2018, June 16). Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Magdalena-Abakanowicz

Magdalena Abakanowicz. (2019). National Museum of Women in the Arts.  
 Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/magdalena-abakanowicz

Magdalena Abakanowicz. (2019). Retrieved from https://culture.pl/en/artist/magdalena-abakanowicz

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

Magdalena Abakanowicz (1976-80). Backs [Burlap and resin]. 
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ONE AWESOME PART 
OF THE ARTWORK IS:

ONE AWESOME PART 
OF THE ARTWORK IS:

ONE AWESOME PART 
OF THE ARTWORK IS:

ONE QUESTION I 
HAVE ABOUT THE 

ARTWORK IS:

ONE QUESTION I 
HAVE ABOUT THE 

ARTWORK IS:

ONE QUESTION I 
HAVE ABOUT THE 

ARTWORK IS:

ONE SUGGESTION 
TO CHANGE OR 

EDIT WITHIN THE 
ARTWORK IS:

ONE SUGGESTION 
TO CHANGE OR 

EDIT WITHIN THE 
ARTWORK IS:

ONE SUGGESTION 
TO CHANGE OR 

EDIT WITHIN THE 
ARTWORK IS:

Artist’s Name:          Reviewer’s Name:

Artist’s Name:          Reviewer’s Name:

Artist’s Name:          Reviewer’s Name:

JUST ONE
PEER REVIEW

HISTORY
Born in Germany during the final months of World War II, German-
born Anselm Kiefer, the son of an art teacher, was also drawn to 
art. Growing up in the aftermath of such a destructive war had a 
profound impact on him. Though Kiefer studied law and Romance 
languages, he soon abandoned his aspirations to become a lawyer 
to focus on visual art and travel. Reflecting on his large-scale 
paintings with imposing physicality, he once mused, “Ruins, for me, 
are the beginning. With the debris, you can construct new ideas.”

CAREER
Feeling the shame of the Holocaust, Kiefer began his artistic career 
with a provocative photographic series using irony to reference 
Hitler’s perversion of the German Romantic tradition to serve his 
own racist agenda. During the 1970s, Kiefer began working with 
diverse materials and gaining critical acclaim. Kiefer lives and 
works in Paris while his works are held in numerous art museums 
worldwide.

Anselm Kiefer
Born 1945

German Sculptor and 
Painter

Famous for his large-
scale paintings of 
haunting images and 
characteristic texture

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Heroes of the German Spirit, 
1973

Your Golden Hair, Margarete, 1980

To the Unknown Painter, 1983

Departure from Egypt, 1984

Breaking of the Vessels, 1990

KNOWN FOR
Kiefer is known for exploring his 
country’s postwar identity, history, 
and mythology. He incorporates 
materials such as lead, burned books, 
concrete, thorny branches, ashes, 
and clothing into his epic-scaled, 
dense sculptures and paintings and 
exposes them to elements like acid 
and fire. This combination of organic 
matter and pigment results in stark, 
haunting images.

Anselm Kiefer. (2018). Retrieved from https://www.artsy.net/artist/anselm-kiefer

Anselm Kiefer. (2018). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/anselm-kiefer/

Anselm Kiefer. (2019). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-kiefer-anselm.htm

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  

 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Davies, P., Denny, W., Hofrichter, F., Jacobs, J., Roberts, A. & Simon, D. (2007). Janson’s History of Art: The Western Tradition.  
 Seventh edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Anselm Kiefer (1973). Heroes of the German Spirit [Oil on canvas]. 
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Project complete?  Yes      No

Additional comments: 

DESCRIPTION OF STEPS NEEDED 
TO COMPLETE WORK.

Student Teacher Additional Steps Needed?

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Maria Martinez, born Maria Antonia Montoya, lived at the Pueblo 
(Native settlement) of San Ildefonso, near Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
from her birth in 1887 until her death in 1980. As a young girl, she 
had already mastered the art of ceramics, learning the techniques 
from her aunt and other potters in the Pueblo. She collaborated 
with her husband, Julian, who assisted her in making and painting 
the pots. While she spent some time working in Santa Fe, she 
preferred the traditional life as a tribal member in her ancestral 
home.

CAREER
At the start of Martinez’s career, her pots were mostly used for food 
storage, cooking, and ceremonies. Once the railroad was established 
in the 1890s, however, inexpensive pots became quite easy to 
acquire. Martinez was able to continue selling her work by gaining 
the attention of non-Native audiences who purchased the pots as 
works of art rather than items of function. Martinez was generous 
with her talent, teaching her craft to the other women in her village 
and those surrounding it in order to provide a new source of 
income to many. She was invited to the White House four times and 
received honorary doctorates from the University of Colorado and 
New Mexico State University.

Maria Martinez
1887-1980

Native American Potter

Famous for introducing 
the unique Pueblo 
style of ceramic art, 
specifically her black-
on-black pots, to a wider 
audience

FAMOUS WORKS 
Plate, 1930

Jar, 1939

Feather Bowl, 1948

KNOWN FOR
Martinez is best known for her style 
of applying a matte black design 
over a shiny black surface. Through 
trial and error, she and her husband 
Julian discovered that smothering 
the fire with powdered cow manure 
turned red clay into a shiny black 
surface. She valued the communal 
aspect of working, creating the 
perfectly symmetrical vessels by 
hand but leaving the decorating to 
her husband and others.

About Maria Martinez. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.mariamartinezpottery.com/about-maria-martinez.html

Puebloan: Maria Martinez, Black-on-black ceramic vessel. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/indigenous-americas/a/puebloan-maria-martinez-black-on-black-
ceramic-vessel

Maria Martinez (1939). Jar [Blackware].
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EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

NCAS - VA:Cr1 .2 .6a Brainstorm 
collaboratively multiple approaches to 

an art or design problem.

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .6a Demonstrate 
openness in trying new ideas, 

materials, methods,and approaches in 
making works of art and design.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .6a Individually or 
collaboratively, develop a visual plan 
for displaying works of art, analyzing 

exhibit space, the needs of the viewer, 
and the layout of the exhibit.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .1 .6a Identify and 
interpret works of art or design that 
reveal how people live around the 

world and what they value.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .6a Analyze how art 
reflects changing times, traditions, 

resources, and cultural uses.



theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

Page 5

7TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

PA
IN

TI
N

G What is essential in creating 
a painting? How do artists 

create paintings to effectively 
communicate their ideas? 

COLOR CHANGES EVERYTHING! WHAT IS VALUE? | ADVANCED WASSILY KANDINSKY TEMPERA TECHNIQUES PRE-TEST

REPETITION AS MOVEMENT WHAT IS FORM? | ADVANCED JACKSON POLLOCK SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE

POP ART SELFIES WHAT IS POP ART? ANDY WARHOL
OIL PASTEL TECHNIQUES  

PRE-TEST

D
R

A
W

IN
G What is essential in creating 

a drawing? How do artists 
create drawings to effectively 

communicate their ideas? 

CHALK-MARBLED IMPRESSIONIST 
STYLE WHAT IS IMPRESSIONISM? CLAUDE MONET MIDPOINT CRITIQUE APPROACHES

UNDER THE LIGHTS: ALL-WHITE 
STILL LIFE WHAT IS VALUE? | ADVANCED REMBRANDT VAN RIJN GRAPHITE TECHNIQUES PRE-TEST

HISTORY
Wassily Kandinsky was born in Moscow and spent his childhood 
in Odessa, Russia. After graduating from art school, he moved to 
Moscow to study economics and law. While working as a professor, 
he began studying art more seriously. He worked in art and 
education throughout his life, moving between Germany, Russia, 

and France as necessitated by the wars and politics of his time.

CAREER
Kandinsky had an extensive career in both teaching and creating 
art. He worked for a long time in Germany and Russia, creating 
a new style of painting focused on emotion and color. These 
abstract works, as well as his theories and writings, were incredibly 
influential. He taught at the Bauhaus school in Germany and 
continued teaching and creating throughout his later life despite the 
political upheaval surrounding him.

Wassily Kandinsky
1866-1944

Russian Painter

Famous for being the 
first abstract painter 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Composition IV, 1911

Color Study, Squares with 
Concentric Circles, 1913

Composition VII, 1913

Transverse Line, 1923

Several Circles, 1926

KNOWN FOR
Kandinsky is best known for being 
one of the first artists to create 
abstract paintings. His abstract 
works are large, colorful, and 
expressive, featuring very little 
in the way of shapes or lines. He 
thought color was better used to 
express emotion than to capture 
the look of a subject. Kandinsky was 
influenced by music, saying that 
“music is the ultimate teacher.” He 
also wrote extensively on the theory 
of art, believing spirituality played 
an important role in all types of 
creation.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   
 Prentice Hall. 

Wassily Kandinsky (1913). Composition VII [Oil on canvas]. Moscow, The State Tretyakov Gallery
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HISTORY
Jackson Pollock was born in Wyoming, but his family left there 
before his first birthday and moved from place to place in Arizona 
and California throughout his childhood. Pollock recognized he 
was not a naturally gifted artist and described his own drawings 
as “rotten” and “cold and lifeless.” Nevertheless, in 1930, he moved 
to New York, where he and his older brother Charles both studied 
with Thomas Hart Benton at the Art Students League. From the 
mid to late 1930s, Pollock developed his skills – and earned a steady 
paycheck –  working in the Easel Division of the WPA’s Federal Art 
Project.

CAREER
In 1936, Pollock helped at muralist David Siqueiros’ Experimental 
Workshop, where he learned industrial painting techniques, such as 
using spray cans for application and pouring paint onto canvases on 
the floor. About 10 years later, when Pollock was looking for more 
abstract ways to express himself, he began throwing paint to create 
the webs of color for which he is best known. Art collector Peggy 
Guggenheim became Pollock’s dedicated patron in the 1940s, 
giving him his first solo exhibition and putting him under contract. 
Despite additional contracts with other dealers, Pollock’s alcoholism 
increased, and his work output decreased. He died in a car wreck in 
1956 at just 44 years old.

Jackson Pollock
1912-1956

American painter

Famous Abstract 
Expressionist known 
for his drip painting 
technique

FAMOUS WORKS 
Going West, 1934-35

Mural, 1943

Full Fathom Five, 1947

Autumn Rhythm: Number 30, 1950

The Deep, 1953

KNOWN FOR
Pollock was a leader of the Abstract 
Expressionism movement. His early 
work was mostly small landscapes 
and figurative scenes, but he became 
increasingly interested in mural 
painting and then in “veiling” figures 
with poured paint. He was known for 
his drip paintings, where he poured, 
splashed, and dripped paint all 
over his canvases to create unique 
and inventive compositions. He 
would put a canvas on the floor and 
physically move around it, shaking a 
paint-covered stick or brush, rarely 
touching the application tool to the 
canvas.

Frank, E. (1983). Jackson Pollock. New York: Abbeville Press.

Ingram, C. (2014). This Is Pollock. London: Laurence King Publishing.

Solomon, D. (1987). Jackson Pollock: A Biography. New York: Simon and Schuster

Jackson Pollock (1943). Mural [Oil on canvas]. University of Iowa Museum of Art, Iowa City.  
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NAME:

CLASS:

TEMPERA TECHNIQUES 
PRE-TEST

WASH WITH WATER

SGRAFFITO

DOUBLE-LOADED BRUSH

DRY BRUSH

BLENDING COLORS
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Please explain how you created a “personal” still life study. Explain how and why you 
arranged your still life the way that you did. Remember that an aspect of this assignment 

is about creating an evocative, personal mood. 

SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE
Student name:  _________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

POOR
1

MODERATE
2

GOOD
3

STRONG
4

EXCELLENT
5

Materials used well; 
technique is excellent; good 
value inclusion

Evidence of thinking;  
clear visual intent; clear 
marks of intent; clear, 
evocative mark-making

Purposeful, planned 
composition; use of rule of 
thirds; clear visual planning

Inventive/ Imaginative

Awareness of style and 
format

Inclusion of additive/ 
subtractive methods; range 
in value.

GLOWS & GROWS  
REVIEW EACH QUESTION AND RESPOND.

GLOW: What was something that was a success, surprise, or both?

GROW: What was something you learned, that happened, or that challenged you?

SELF-EVALUATION: Please reflect and score yourself.

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .3 .7a Apply visual 
organizational strategies to design and 
produce a work of art, design, or media 
that clearly communicates information 

or ideas.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .7a Reflect on and 
explain important information about 

personal artwork in an artist statement 
or another format.

NCAS - VA:Pr4 .1 .7a Compare and 
contrast how technologies have 

changed the way artwork is preserved, 
presented, and experienced.

NCAS - VA:Re8 .1 .7a Interpret art by 
analyzing art- making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, 

relevant contextual information, 
subject matter, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .7a Individually 
or collaboratively create visual 

documentation of places and times 
in which people gather to make 

and experience art or design in the 
community.

7TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Andy Warhol was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
As a child, Warhol often stayed home from school due to a 
health condition. There, he would listen to the radio and collect 
photographs of celebrities, shaping his interest in pop culture. His 
family encouraged his interest in the arts, funding his college tuition 
to Carnegie Institute of Technology, where he earned a degree in 
Pictorial Design.

CAREER
Before pursuing Pop Art, Warhol found success illustrating for 
Glamour, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, and The New Yorker. He also 
won several awards for his work in the advertisement industry. This 
experience influenced his later art, as many of his most famous 
pieces are based on advertisements and graphic design. Many film 
historians argue that the films made later in his career pioneered 
independent filmmaking. Warhol died at 58 after having become a 
commercially successful artist and well-known celebrity.

Andy Warhol
1928-1987

American Painter, 
Filmmaker, and 
Printmaker

Famous for Pop 
Art, Video Art, and 
Postmodernism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Gold Marilyn Monroe, 1962

Sleep, 1963

Brillo Boxes 1964

Campbell’s Soup, 1968

Mao, 1973

Self-Portrait, 1986

KNOWN FOR
Warhol is known for both his art 
and for his life as a celebrity. His 
iconic screenprints of Campbell’s 
soup cans and Marilyn Monroe are 
still highly reproduced and alluded 
to today. Warhol’s legacy also 
includes gatherings he held at his 
studio, nicknamed “The Factory.” 
Warhol often filmed  these meetings, 
attended by artists and celebrities, 
ultimately producing more than 500 
films that immortalized the scene.

Andy Warhol. (n.d.) Retrieved January 28, 2019, from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-warhol-andy.htm 

Andy Warhol: A Factory. (2018, April 18). Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.guggenheim.org/exhibition/andy-warhol-a-factory 

Andy Warhol (1968). Campbell’s Soup [Synthetic polymer paint on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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NAME:

CLASS:

OIL PASTEL TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

BLENDING

SCUMBLING

STIPPLING

COLOR MIXING

SGRAFFITO

HISTORY
At an early age, Claude Monet developed a love of drawing. He filled 
his school books with sketches of people, including caricatures of 
his teachers. He later began working on plein air painting, which 
became his preferred method of artmaking. After gaining fame in 
the 1880s, he moved to Giverny, where he created famed paintings 

of his ponds and gardens.

CAREER
Monet served in the Army in the early 1860s, but after contracting 
typhoid, he left the service and began studying to be a painter. He 
was soon recognized as such and painted his famous Impression: 
Sunrise in 1872. He continued developing his style and working 
with other Impressionists until settling into a home in Giverny. He 
focused much of his remaining career on painting the water lilies, 
pond, and bridge found on the grounds there. He died in 1926 as a 
wealthy and famous man.

Claude Monet
1840-1926

French Painter

Famous for starting the 
Impressionist painting 
movement, which 
was concerned with 
capturing light and 
natural forms

FAMOUS WORKS 
Impression: Sunrise, 1872

Poppies, 1873

Woman with a Parasol, 1875

Grainstack (Sunset), 1891

Rouen Cathedral, 1894

The Houses of Parliament, 1903

KNOWN FOR
Monet is one of the most famous 
painters in the history of art and a 
leading figure in the Impressionist 
movement. He painted from 
observation, trying to capture 
nature as he saw it. In doing so, he 
challenged the prevailing ideas about 
color, composition, and perspective. 
He is known for broad strokes of 
color and intricately constructed 
textures. He would often forego any 
sense of depth in his paintings and 
use color and composition in novel 
ways.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   
 Prentice Hall. 

Claude Monet (1872). Impression: Sunrise [Oil on canvas]. Musée Marmottan Monet, Paris
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MID-POINT CRITIQUE APPROACHES
Critiques can play an important role in the art curriculum. Many times, critiques happen after 
the artwork is complete. Conducting a critique in the middle of a project gives students time 

to reflect on their work and gain insights from their peers before they complete it.

After allowing students to give the feedback in whatever way you choose - 
allow time for the artist to ask follow up questions.

Allow students to write feedback on 
sticky notes and place them by the 
artwork. Different prompts can be 
used like the TAG method to the right.

Sticky Notes
T

A

G

T - Tell the artist something
      you like.

A - Ask the artist a question.

G - Give the artist a suggestion.

The sandwich consists of bread (compliment), meat 
(constructive criticism), and more bread (another compliment).

The Sandwich Critique

Give them dry erase boards (or blank paper) with a marker, then 
when a student holds up his or her work, everyone else gives it a 
score from 1 to 10. Students judging the work with a high score 
can talk about what they like, and those judging with the low 
scores can discuss what they would like to see improved.

Olympic Judging

Students work together to engage in a respectful and 
meaningful discussion about the work. These discussions follow 
a very particular set of steps, which you can read about here.

Glow and Grow

Use a Google Form with prompts.

Digital

Rembrandt 
van Rijn
HISTORY
Rembrandt van Rijn was born in 1606 in Leiden, Netherlands. He 
began training as an artist in 1620 at age 14. In 1625 he began 
creating small works full of rich detail. He also began making 
etchings showing a unique mastery of light and shadow. After 
moving to Amsterdam, he began creating large-scale, dramatic 
paintings of biblical and mythological scenes. Despite his artistic 
success, his family life was marked by tragedy. Three of his 
children died within five years, and his wife died shortly after; 
however, he continued creating magnificent works until his death 
in 1669.

KNOWN FOR
Rembrandt, through his drawings, paintings, and etchings, is 
widely considered one of the greatest artists who ever lived. 
He was incredibly prolific and innovative, but the works that 
receive the most recognition are his portraits, self-portraits, and 
illustrations of Bible scenes. He turned etching from a novelty 
into a new form of art, and his mastery of light and shadow is 
second to none. He created a number of huge, dramatic paintings 
showcasing his skill and ability to interpret stories from the past.

CAREER
Rembrandt’s style continually evolved during his lifetime; he 
worked with different sizes, different media, and different subjects 
throughout his career. He was successful not only as a young 
painter and but remained widely popular throughout his career. In 
his lifetime, he was known as the greatest etcher in history, and he 
was famous around the world for this talent. No matter what he 
created, his artistic skill was evident, and his talent clearly places 
him as one of the greatest artists in history.

1606-1669

Dutch Painter

Famous for drawing, 
painting, and 
printmaking

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes 

Tulp, 1632

The Raising of Lazarus, 1632

The Night Watch, 1642

The Three Trees, 1643

The Mill, 1648

The Goldsmith, 1655

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Michel, E., Rembrandt Harmenszoon Van Rijn, Wedmore, F. & Levis, H. C. (1903) Rembrandt--his life, his work, and his time //  
 by Emile Michel; from the French by Florence Simmonds ; edited by Frederick Wedmore. London: W. Heinemann; New   
 York: C. Scribner’s Sons.

Rembrandt van Rijn (1642). The Night Watch [Oil on canvas]. Amsterdam Museum on permanent loan to the Rijksmuseum,  
 Amsterdam
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HATCHING

EXTRA LIGHT MEDIUM EXTRA DARK

STIPPLING

CROSS-HATCHING

GRAPHITE TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

LIGHT DARK

BLENDING

SCUMBLING

NAME:

CLASS:
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Page 6

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

PR
IN

TM
A

K
IN

G

What is printmaking? What is 
a story? How can a story be 

told with printmaking? 

FLEXIBLE FOAM STORYPRINTS WHAT IS SHAPE? | ADVANCED KÄTHE KOLLWITZ MIDPOINT CRITIQUE APPROACHES 

C
O

LL
A

G
E

What is essential in creating 
a collage? How do artists 

create collages to effectively 
communicate their ideas?

PAINT SWATCH ARCHITECTURE WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? FRANK GEHRY 4 3 2 1 REFLECTION

3D

What is essential in creating 
a three dimensional artwork? 
How do artists create three 

dimensional artworks to 
effectively communicate their 

ideas?

ILLUSION COLLUSION - 2D VS. 3D WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? IRENE RICE PEREIRA 3 2 1 SELF REFLECTION

PEG PEOPLE PORTRAITS WHAT IS FORM? | ADVANCED MAGDALENA ABAKANOWICZ
LEARNING GOALS SELF 
ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

MIDDLE SCHOOL MORPH WHAT IS SCULPTURE? TARA DONOVAN CREATIVE PROCESS REFLECTION

HISTORY
Käthe Kollwitz’s life began in Kӧnigsberg, Germany, where she 
was born to Katharina and Karl Schmidt in 1867. She grew up 
with supportive, middle class parents in the peaceful small town 
environment. They fostered her artistic talents and encouraged her 
to pursue art as a young adult. While she was studying art, she met 
her husband Dr. Karl Kollwitz and together raised their sons. It was 
during WWI that their second born son died as a casualty of war. 
This experience of child loss led to a lifelong motif of grief expressed 
through art. She passed away mere days before the end of WWII.

KNOWN FOR
Kollwitz is known for her haunting images representing suffering, 
social injustice, misery and the overall effects of war on ordinary 
people through figurative works. Figures that appear frequently in 
her work are the poor, mothers with their children and herself. Over 
the course of her career, she produced over 100 self-portraits and 
many of the women in her pictures shared a striking resemblance to 
her characteristics. Her drawings evoke intense emotions. She often 
expressed these themes through starkly contrasting monochromatic 
etchings, engravings, woodcuts and lithographs of her drawings.  As 
a printmaker, she was able to reproduce editions of her original works 
in mass to allow for an affordable price point for everyday people 
suffering from the effects of war times.

CAREER
Käthe Kollwitz began her artistic career with aspirations to become 
a painter. Through her schooling, she met influences such as 
printmaker, Max Klinger, who heavily influenced her trajectory. She 
quickly realized that her talents were better suited in the graphic 
arts of drawing and printmaking. As a mother and an artist, it was 
difficult to strike a balance but she was disciplined to create every 
day. People recognized her as a master of her craft--she was highly 
skilled in drawing and the various hand pulled printing techniques. 
Her work was distinctive with it’s monochromatic contrast of black 
and white. Kollwitz was successful during her lifetime--garnering 
multiple exhibitions and awards. Towards the end of her career, she 
started creating three-dimensional artworks in bronze and stone. She 
lived and worked during a tumultuous time in history, marked by fear 
and devastation, that spanned both world wars.

Käthe Kollwitz

1867–1945

German Expressionist

Famous for emotional 
and high contrast prints 
depicting the horrors of 
living through war

FAMOUS WORKS 
Self-Portrait from the Front (1923)

Self-Portrait (1933)

The Survivors (1923)

The Call of Death (1936)

The Widow (1923)

National Gallery of Art. (1993/1994, December/January). Expressionism: Featuring Käthe Kollwitz. Scholastic Art, 24(3), 3-15.

National Gallery of Art. (1984/1985, December/January). Käthe Kollwitz: Working with Light and Dark. Art & Man, 15(3), 2-16.

National Museum of Women in the Arts. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/kathe-kollwitz

Prelinger, E.,Comini, A., & Bachert, H. (1992). Käthe Kollwitz. Retrieved from 
 https://www.nga.gov/content/dam/ngaweb/research/publications/pdfs/kathe-kollwitz.pdf
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HISTORY
Gehry was born in Toronto, Canada. As a young boy, he and his 
grandmother built cities out of scrap pieces of wood and the challah 
bread dough she gave him to use as modeling clay. He moved 
with his family to Los Angeles when he was a teenager and later 
graduated from the University of Southern California with a degree 
in architecture. Gehry took classes in city planning at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, served a year in the Army, and worked 
for a couple of architectural firms. Then, he took a position as an 
architect in Paris, which gave him the opportunity to study the work 
of Le Corbusier, a pioneer of modern architecture.

CAREER
After establishing his own firm in Los Angeles in 1962, Gehry 
became interested in avante-garde painters and sculptors who 
used industrial materials in their works. He created a popular line 
of corrugated cardboard furniture, rebuilt his own home with a 
flair that his neighbors didn’t appreciate, and designed lamps and 
other objects using fish and snake motifs. He begain adding more 
imaginative elements into his building designs. Critics liked what 
he was doing, and he attracted international attention that led to 
his designing multiple buildings overseas as well as in the U.S. He 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States’ 
highest civilian honor, in 2016.

Frank Gehry
Born 1929

Canadian-born American 
architect

Famous for imaginative 
building designs that 
appear disjointed

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Design Museum Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, opened 1989 

Peix (Fish) Barcelona, Spain, 1992

Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao, Spain, opened 1997

Walt Disney Concert Hall 
Los Angeles, CA, opened 2003

Fondation Louis Vuitton
Paris, France, opened 2014

KNOWN FOR
Gehry is a renowned architect with 
a very distinctive and recognizable 
style. Scholars describe his designs 
as whimsical, fanciful, and as 
pushing geometric boundaries. His 
buildings appear to be fragmented 
or disjointed. They are chaotic, but 
also beautiful.

Goldberger, P. (2015). Building Art: The Life and Work of Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Isenberg, B. (2009). Conversations with Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Frank Gehry (1997). Guggenheim Museum. Bilbao, Spain
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4 THINGS I LEARNED BY MAKING THIS ARTWORK:

3 THINGS I WANT TO SHARE ABOUT MY ARTWORK:

2 THINGS I COULD CHANGE ABOUT THIS ARTWORK:

1 THING I WILL NEVER FORGET:

4•3•2•1

7TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS
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MID-POINT CRITIQUE APPROACHES
Critiques can play an important role in the art curriculum. Many times, critiques happen after 
the artwork is complete. Conducting a critique in the middle of a project gives students time 

to reflect on their work and gain insights from their peers before they complete it.

After allowing students to give the feedback in whatever way you choose - 
allow time for the artist to ask follow up questions.

Allow students to write feedback on 
sticky notes and place them by the 
artwork. Different prompts can be 
used like the TAG method to the right.

Sticky Notes
T

A

G

T - Tell the artist something
      you like.

A - Ask the artist a question.

G - Give the artist a suggestion.

The sandwich consists of bread (compliment), meat 
(constructive criticism), and more bread (another compliment).

The Sandwich Critique

Give them dry erase boards (or blank paper) with a marker, then 
when a student holds up his or her work, everyone else gives it a 
score from 1 to 10. Students judging the work with a high score 
can talk about what they like, and those judging with the low 
scores can discuss what they would like to see improved.

Olympic Judging

Students work together to engage in a respectful and 
meaningful discussion about the work. These discussions follow 
a very particular set of steps, which you can read about here.

Glow and Grow

Use a Google Form with prompts.

Digital

HISTORY
Irene Rice Pereira was born in the Boston area and later moved 
with her family to western Massachusetts, where her first artistic 
memory was of watching sunlight through a dewdrop on a petal. 
She supported her family as a stenographer after a move to New 
York. In her mid-twenties, she enrolled in night classes at the Art 
Students League, where teachers introduced her to the Cubists and 
Constructivists. A few years later, Pereira left to study art in Europe 
and North Africa. The bright colors of the Italian Primitive paintings 
and the pure light, striking space, and architecture of the desert 
region greatly impacted her future work.

CAREER
In 1935, Pereira helped found and became a teacher at the WPA’s 
Design Laboratory, where students tested the physical properties of 
materials and learned about the social impact of art and technology. 
During that time, her own work transitioned from semi-abstract to 
abstract while she experimented with glass, gold leaf, plastic, and 
even radium paint, which glowed when the lights were dimmed. She 
spent her life teaching, learning, and creating, taking part in multiple 
exhibitions in the U.S. and abroad. She also wrote poetry, articles, 
essays, and a self-published book throughout her career. Her 
artwork and writings are on display throughout the United States.

Irene Rice Pereira
1902-1971

American abstract artist

Famous for abstract, 
geometric artworks 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Untitled (Boats at Cape Cod), 1932

Machine Composition #2, 1937

White Lines, 1942

Green Mass, 1950

The Celestial Gate Sways on the 
Ringing Swells, 1961

KNOWN FOR
Pereira was an early abstract artist 
who stated that the principles of 
the Bauhaus movement were her 
greatest influence. She played 
an important role in combining 
modernism and abstract art. 
She appreciated the functional 
beauty of machinery and enjoyed 
experimenting with mixed media and 
bringing light into her work.

Marbrook, D. (n.d.) Official website. Retrieved from http://www.irenericepereira.com/

Bearor, K. A. (2011) Irene Rice Pereira: Her paintings and philosophy. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Hill, M. (1988) Irene Rice Pereira’s library: A metaphysical journey. Washington, DC: National Museum of Women in the Arts.

Irene Rice Pereira (1950). Green Mass [Gouache on paper]. 
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Name:        Class:

things I learned from the creation of this artwork:

things I wish I could change about this artwork: 

thing I will never forget about this artmaking:

theartofeducation.edu

3, 2, 1 
SELF REFLECTION
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3

2

1

HISTORY
A member of a Polish aristocratic family dislocated by World War II, 
Magdalena Abakanowicz brought her early experiences into her art. 
After graduating from the Warsaw Academy of Fine Arts, she worked 
as an independent artist before turning to three-dimensional textiles 
as her preferred medium. Abakanowicz taught at the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Poznań, Poland, for 25 years, receiving numerous awards 
and several honorary doctorates at many universities around the 
world.

KNOWN FOR
A pioneer of fiber-based sculpture and installation in the 1960s, 
Magdalena Abakanowicz turned to figurative textile works in the 
1970s. She is best known for her headless and fragmented human 
forms. Through her work, Abakanowicz speaks broadly to the human 
experience.

CAREER
Abakanowicz began making abstract fiber works in the 1950s when 
her government advocated social realism. Her earliest works were 
monumental hanging textiles, before she became a pioneer of 
fiber-based sculptures. Focusing on the human form, Abakanowicz 
used complex surface textures in her serial groups of figures to give 
them each an organic, individual identity. Much of her later work 
was done in bronze, stone, iron, or concrete. Before her death in 
2017, Abakanowicz was featured in more than 100 group and solo 
exhibitions worldwide and honored with numerous awards.

Magdalena 
Abakanowicz

1930-2017

Polish Fiber Artist

Famous for her massive 
series of sculptures, 
which earned 
international acclaim

FAMOUS WORKS 
Abakans, 1967-68

Backs, 1976-80

Crowd I, 1986-7

Unrecognised, 2002

King Arthur’s Knights, 2005-07

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Magdalena Abakanowicz. (2018, June 16). Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Magdalena-Abakanowicz

Magdalena Abakanowicz. (2019). National Museum of Women in the Arts.  
 Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/magdalena-abakanowicz

Magdalena Abakanowicz. (2019). Retrieved from https://culture.pl/en/artist/magdalena-abakanowicz

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

Magdalena Abakanowicz (1976-80). Backs [Burlap and resin]. 
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I understand 
the concept 
and perform 
the concept 
consistently.

4.0
I understand 

the concept and 
can perform the 

concept.

3.0
I partially 

understand
or partially 

performed the 
concept.

2.0
With help,

I understand
or can perform

the concept.

1.0
Name: 

Class:

Learning goal:

Learning goal:

Learning goal:

Check a box for each learning goal

Evidence:

Evidence:

Evidence:

theartofeducation.edu

LEARNING GOALS 
SELF ASSESSMENT RUBRIC
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HISTORY
Donovan was born in Queens, New York, as the middle of three 
children. Most of her childhood was spent in a small town called 
Blauvelt, just outside of New York City. Many artists begin their 
interest in the arts as children, but Donovan only began considering 
herself an artist when she attended the Corcoran College of Art and 
Design in Washington D.C. in 1991. She later studied sculpture at the 
Virginia Commonwealth University.

CAREER
After her studies in college, Donovan worked as a waitress for six 
years. During this time, she began experimenting with creating art 
out of everyday objects, such as balloons and toothpicks. Donovan 
began entering regional art shows but found that most people 
did not appreciate her work. In 1996, she created her own gallery 
space in a converted night club called the Insect Club. There she 
was able to display her work the way she pleased, which created 
interest in her sculptures from galleries and art critics. In 2000, she 
participated in the Whitney Biennial, an art exhibition featuring 
contemporary artists. This led to her breakthrough show at Ace 
Gallery in Los Angeles. She now lives and works in Brooklyn, New 
York.

Tara Donovan
Born 1969

American Sculptor

Famous for transforming 
simple, overlooked 
everyday objects into 
large sculptures

FAMOUS WORKS 
Colony, 2004

Bluffs, 2006

Untitled, 2008

Untitled, 2014

KNOWN FOR
Donovan is known for her use 
of everyday, mundane, often 
overlooked materials. She is drawn 
to objects that are easily accessible, 
inexpensive, and mass produced - 
items like plastic drinking straws, 
pencils, plastic cups, rubber bands, 
and more. She uses these materials 
to create very large sculptures 
and installations that often mimic 
features found in nature. She leaves 
her works untitled so people can 
create their own understanding of 
the works based on their personal 
life experiences.

Andreja Velimirović, A. (2017, August 23). Tara Donovan. Retrieved from https://www.widewalls.ch/artist/tara-donovan/

Weschler, L. (2008, October 09). The Work of Tara Donovan. Retrieved from https://designobserver.com/article.php?id=7417

Tara Donovan (2008). Untitled [Styrofoam cups].
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Name:        Class:

In one paragraph, explain your process for PLANNING the artwork. 

In one paragraph, explain your process for REVISING the artwork. 

In one paragraph, explain your process for CREATING the artwork. 

theartofeducation.edu

CREATIVE PROCESS 
REFLECTION 
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NCAS - VA:Cr2 .3 .7a Apply visual 
organizational strategies to design and 
produce a work of art, design, or media 
that clearly communicates information 

or ideas.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .7a Reflect on and 
explain important information about 

personal artwork in an artist statement 
or another format.

NCAS - VA:Pr4 .1 .7a Compare and 
contrast how technologies have 

changed the way artwork is preserved, 
presented, and experienced.

NCAS - VA:Re8 .1 .7a Interpret art by 
analyzing art- making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, 

relevant contextual information, 
subject matter, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .7a Individually 
or collaboratively create visual 

documentation of places and times 
in which people gather to make 

and experience art or design in the 
community.
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Page 7

8TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G What does drawing reflect about 

the world around us? How is 
personal preference and aesthetic 
shown in drawing? How do artists 

grow in their drawing skills? FROM THE SHADOWS: ALL BLACK 
STILL LIFE WHAT IS VALUE? | ADVANCED DIEGO VELAZQUEZ SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE

PR
IN

TM
A

K
IN

G

What does printmaking reflect 
about the world around us? How is 
personal preference and aesthetic 

shown in printmaking? How do 
artists grow in their printmaking 

skills? 
BILL OF RIGHTS ARTIST CARDS WHAT IS COLOR? | ADVANCED AI WEIWEI 

“TELL, EXPLAIN, DESCRIBE, 
GUIDE”

C
O

LL
A

G
E What does collage reflect about 

the world around us? How is 
personal preference and aesthetic 
shown in collage? How do artists 

grow in their collage skills? 

LAYERED IDENTITY WHAT IS LINE? | ADVANCED HANNAH HÖCH
ARTMAKING PROCESS  

REFLECTION

B
O

O
K

M
A

K
IN

G What does bookmaking reflect 
about the world around us? How is 
personal preference and aesthetic 

shown in bookmaking? How do 
artists grow in their bookmaking 

skills? FLAGGED: A NEW WAY TO PRESENT 
ART WHAT IS FORM? | ADVANCED HEDI KYLE BOOKMAKING REFLECTION SHEET

PH
O

TO
G

R
A

PH
Y

What does photography reflect 
about the world around us? How is 
personal preference and aesthetic 
shown in photography? How do 
artists grow in their photography 

skills? 
WEAVING EMOTIONS WHAT IS VALUE? | ADVANCED CINDY SHERMAN CONNECT REFLECTION RUBRIC

Diego 
Velazquez

HISTORY
Diego Velazquez was born in Seville, Spain, and showed a talent 
for art at a very early age. He worked as an apprentice to two 
different artists before he was 18, then began working in Seville 
on his own as a painter. In 1623, he was hired to paint a portrait of 
King Philip IV. The king was so pleased with Velazquez’s work that 
he insisted Velazquez move to Madrid to work for him.

KNOWN FOR
Velazquez spent much of his life as the leading artist in the royal 
court of King Philip IV of Spain. He painted scenes depicting 
events of cultural and historical significance, serving as a historical 
record of the time. He also painted a plethora of portraits for the 

royal family and other notable people across Europe.

CAREER
Wiley began his career copying works of the old masters in order 
As the leading artist in a royal court, Velazquez, of course, spent 
much of his time painting portraits. He also depicted historical 
scenes and some religious works in the Baroque style. He was 
known as one of the preeminent painters of his time and is 
recognized as one of the most skilled portrait artists ever. His 
painting Las Meninas is widely recognized as one of the greatest 
paintings of all time.

1599-1660

Spanish Painter

Famous for his paintings 
from the Spanish Golden 
Age

FAMOUS WORKS 
Self-Portrait, 1640

Portrait of Innocent X, 1650

Portrait of Juan de Pareja, 1650

Las Meninas, 1656

Lopez-Rey, J. (1997). Velazquez: The complete works. First edition. Cologne: Taschen.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
 Prentice Hall.

Diego Velazquez (1640). Self-Portrait [Oil on canvas]. Museu de Belles Arts de València, Valencia, Spain
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HISTORY
Ai Weiwei is a Chinese artist and activist. Weiwei attended Beijing 
Film Academy and originally studied animation. He originally came 
to the United States for school but dropped out in 1986 and made 
a living by drawing street art. After an earthquake in China in 2008, 
Weiwei began questioning the Chinese government, using his art 
politically.

CAREER
After the earthquake in Sichuan, Weiwei began questioning 
where the 80,000 lives lost were. Because of his public criticism 
towards the Chinese government, Weiwei was arrested in 2011 and 
eventually released on house arrest. Additionally, Weiwei was one 
of the architects to design the “Bird’s Nest” stadium for the 2008 
Olympics in Beijing; some question his collaboration on this project 
and see the result as his suggestion that China is a spiky nest.

Ai Weiwei
Born 1957

Chinese 
Sculpture installations, 
architectural 
woodworking, video, and 
photography

Famous for using art 
as a political statement 
towards the Chinese 
government

FAMOUS WORKS 
Dropping a Han Dynasty Urn, 1995 

Fairytale, 2007

Remembrance, 2010

Sunflower Seeds, 2010

Coca Cola Vase, 2014

KNOWN FOR
Weiwei is best known for being a 
political activist and using his art to 
help. Weiwei is one of the first artists 
to use social media as a medium for 
their artwork. Because of his topics, 
the Chinese government took down 
his blog and bulldozed his newly 
built studio.

Ai Weiwei: Biography. (n.d). Retrieved from http://www.aiweiwei.com/biography/index.html. 

Ai Weiwei: Never sorry. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.aiweiweineversorry.com/index.html.

Stevens, M. (Sept. 2012). Is Ai Weiwei China’s most dangerous man?  
 Retrieved from https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/is-ai-weiwei-chinas-most-dangerous-man-17989316/.

Ai Weiwei (1995). Dropping a Han Dynasty Urn [Photography]. Guggenheim, New York, NY.  
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Please explain how you created a “personal” still life study. Explain how and why you 
arranged your still life the way that you did. Remember that an aspect of this assignment 

is about creating an evocative, personal mood. 

SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE
Student name:  _________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

POOR
1

MODERATE
2

GOOD
3

STRONG
4

EXCELLENT
5

Materials used well; 
technique is excellent; good 
value inclusion

Evidence of thinking;  
clear visual intent; clear 
marks of intent; clear, 
evocative mark-making

Purposeful, planned 
composition; use of rule of 
thirds; clear visual planning

Inventive/ Imaginative

Awareness of style and 
format

Inclusion of additive/ 
subtractive methods; range 
in value.

GLOWS & GROWS  
REVIEW EACH QUESTION AND RESPOND.

GLOW: What was something that was a success, surprise, or both?

GROW: What was something you learned, that happened, or that challenged you?

SELF-EVALUATION: Please reflect and score yourself.

theartofeducation.edu

TELL, EXPLAIN, DESCRIBE 
CRITIQUE GUIDE
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What did you create?

How did you create it?

What is the most successful part of your 
artwork?

What were your goals for creating the work?

What new techniques or methods did you 
explore while making this artwork?

What are you struggling with the most with 
your artwork?

TELL US ABOUT YOUR WORK

EXPLAIN THE PROCESS BEHIND YOUR ARTMAKING

DESCRIBE “GLOWS AND GROWS”

Name:        Class:

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .8a Demonstrate 
willingness to experiment, innovate, 

and take risks to pursue ideas, forms, 
and meanings that emerge in the 

process of art-making or designing.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .8a Apply relevant 
criteria to examine, reflect on, and plan 
revisions for a work of art or design in 

progress.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .8a Collaboratively 
prepare and present selected theme-

based artwork for
display, and formulate exhibition 

narratives for the viewer.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .1 .8a Explain how 
a person’s aesthetic choices are 

influenced by culture and environment 
and impact the visual image that one 

conveys to others.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .8a Make art 
collaboratively to reflect on and 

reinforce positive aspects of group 
identity.

8TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Andy Warhol was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
As a child, Warhol often stayed home from school due to a 
health condition. There, he would listen to the radio and collect 
photographs of celebrities, shaping his interest in pop culture. His 
family encouraged his interest in the arts, funding his college tuition 
to Carnegie Institute of Technology, where he earned a degree in 
Pictorial Design.

CAREER
Before pursuing Pop Art, Warhol found success illustrating for 
Glamour, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, and The New Yorker. He also 
won several awards for his work in the advertisement industry. This 
experience influenced his later art, as many of his most famous 
pieces are based on advertisements and graphic design. Many film 
historians argue that the films made later in his career pioneered 
independent filmmaking. Warhol died at 58 after having become a 
commercially successful artist and well-known celebrity.

Andy Warhol
1928-1987

American Painter, 
Filmmaker, and 
Printmaker

Famous for Pop 
Art, Video Art, and 
Postmodernism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Gold Marilyn Monroe, 1962

Sleep, 1963

Brillo Boxes 1964

Campbell’s Soup, 1968

Mao, 1973

Self-Portrait, 1986

KNOWN FOR
Warhol is known for both his art 
and for his life as a celebrity. His 
iconic screenprints of Campbell’s 
soup cans and Marilyn Monroe are 
still highly reproduced and alluded 
to today. Warhol’s legacy also 
includes gatherings he held at his 
studio, nicknamed “The Factory.” 
Warhol often filmed  these meetings, 
attended by artists and celebrities, 
ultimately producing more than 500 
films that immortalized the scene.

Andy Warhol. (n.d.) Retrieved January 28, 2019, from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-warhol-andy.htm 

Andy Warhol: A Factory. (2018, April 18). Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.guggenheim.org/exhibition/andy-warhol-a-factory 

Andy Warhol (1968). Campbell’s Soup [Synthetic polymer paint on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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Name:        Class:

In two or three sentences, explain your process for creating the artwork.

What came easily to you during this artmaking process?

What was a struggle for you during the creation of this artwork?

What did you change within your work based on peer feedback?

theartofeducation.edu

ARTMAKING PROCESS 
REFLECTION
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HISTORY
Hedi Kyle was born in the Berlin area shortly before World War II, 
so her early memories are of moving from place to place as the 
Germans and Russians battled over territory. After the war, her 
marine biologist father took a job on an island in the North Sea, 
where Kyle read whatever she could find and enjoyed making things 
out of the items that washed up on the beach. She graduated with a 
degree in graphic design from an art school in Wiesbaden and took 
a job as a commercial artist for an American advertising agency in 
Frankfurt. In 1962, she moved to the United States, living first in New 
York and then in San Francisco and Berkeley, California.

CAREER
Kyle returned to New York in the 1970s and was hired in the library 
at the New York Botanical Garden, where she received training 
from Laura Young and co-founded the Book Preservation Center.  
In 1983, she, Timothy Barrett, and Gary Frost founded the Paper 
and Book Intensive, an annual series of workshops in the book 
arts, papermaking, and conservation that is still going strong. Kyle 
moved to Philadelphia in the mid-1980s and worked as the head 
conservator at the American Philosophical Society while also 
teaching in the MFA program in Book Arts + Printmaking at The 
University of the Arts. In 2016, she received the Distinguished Career 
Award from the College Book Art Association (CBAA).

Hedi Kyle
Born 1937

German-born American 
book artist

Famous for her influence 
on Book Arts

FAMOUS WORKS 
Bold Tape, 1995

Fold-Out Geometry, 2003

Blue Bubble ,2004

Mica Flags, 2006

Guillemus, 2011

KNOWN FOR
Hedi Kyle is a Book Arts pioneer. 
She studied traditional book art 
techniques, but she prefers to 
experiment with different ways of 
displaying content. As a result, she 
has come up with new, innovative 
approaches to assembling books.

Johnston, A. Visible shivers running down my spine: Hedi Kyle has an unstructured chat. Fine Press Book Association  
 Retrieved from http://www.fpba.com/parenthesis/select-articles/p25_hedi_kyle.html

Kyle, H. and Warchol, U. (2018) Official website. Retrieved from https://www.artofthefold.com/hedi-kyle

Kyle, H. and Warchol, U. (2018) The art of the fold: How to make innovative books and paper structures.  
 London, UK: Laurence King Publishing. 

Hedi Kyle (1995). Bold Tape.  
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BOOKMAKING REFLECTION SHEET
Student name:  _______________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

Project name:  _____________________________________________________

What do you currently use books for? Do you think they are important? Why or why not?

What was the most challenging part of this project for you?

How does this structure reflect changing times and traditions, currently and historically?

If you could adapt or change something about this structure, what would that be? Would you add, subtract, or use 
different materials? Explain.

How did you feel using a historic method of bookmaking with modern-day recycled materials?

What do you imagine this structure was used for when it was originally created?

How do you plan to use this structure?

HISTORY
Cindy Sherman grew up in New York and was the youngest of 
five children. After graduating from high school, she attended 
the State University of New York at Buffalo to study painting. She 
quickly learned, however, that she preferred the aesthetics found 
in photography. Not long after being introduced to conceptual art, 
Sherman graduated and moved to New York City to begin her career.

KNOWN FOR
Sherman’s work mostly consists of photographs taken of herself. In 
these photos, Sherman dresses  as a female archetype from the past 
or present. These personas often exaggerate reality, forcing viewers 
to differentiate between real life and fantasy. Her work is meant to 
call out the influence mass media has on viewers’ perceptions of 
female identify.

CAREER
After producing several series of self-portraits, Sherman earned 
a MacArthur Fellowship and a National Arts Award for Artistic 
Excellence. She took a break from still photography to work with 
film in 1997 but ultimately returned to what she is best known for. 
Sherman continues to portray a multitude of female identities, 
suggesting one’s story exists beyond one still image.

Cindy
Sherman

Born 1954

American Photographer

Famous for using self-
portraits to examine 
gender roles

FAMOUS WORKS 
Untitled Film Still #13, 1978

Untitled Film Still #21, 1978

Untitled Film Still #35, 1979

Untitled #92, “Disasters and Fairy Tales” 
Series, 1985

Untitled #209,”History Portrait” Series, 
1989

Untitled, 2004

Cindy Sherman. (n.d.). Retrieved January 21, 2019, from https://walkerart.org/collections/artists/cindy-sherman 

Cindy Sherman Overview and Analysis. (n.d.). Retrieved January 21, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-sherman-cindy.htm#synopsys_header 

Cindy Sherman. (1979). Untitled Film #35 [Gelatin silver print]. Louvre Museum: Paris, FR
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CONNECT 
REFLECTION RUBRIC
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CONNECT
Learning Objective: I can synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. I can 
relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding. 

I met the objectives in these 
ways:

Additional comments:

I met MOST of the objectives in 
these ways: 

I fell short in this area because: 

•

•

•

(List specifics here)

(List specifics here)

(List specifics here)

ARTWORK:

Name:        Class:
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Page 8

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

3D

What does three dimensional 
artwork reflect about the 
world around us? How is 
personal preference and 
aesthetic shown in three 

dimensional artwork? How 
do artists grow in their three 

dimensional skills? 

FOLK ART ANIMALS WHAT IS SCULPTURE? THEO JANSEN LEARNING OBJECTIVES REVIEW

TRANSPARENT LAYERS STILL LIFE WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? JANET FISH 
LEARNING GOALS SELF ASSES 

RUBRIC

COMPLEX COMPLEMENTARY 
ICOSAHEDRON FORMS WHAT IS COLOR? | ADVANCED TERESITA FERNANDEZ COLOR MIXING PRE-TEST

BEFORE THEY DISAPPEAR WHAT IS FORM? | ADVANCED CHRISTO AND JEANNE-CLAUDE PRESENTING REFLECTION RUBRIC

CERAMIC LANDSCAPES WHAT IS TEXTURE? | ADVANCED FRANK GEHRY 
BEFORE/AFTER: SELF 

ASSESREFLECTION
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Theo Jansen’s
Strandbeests

Theo Jansen is a Danish sculptor who wanted to create art that 
has a life of its own. For over 20 years, he has worked on his 
Strandbeests, sculptures that move and act on their own using the 
power of the wind. He studies biology to make his sculptures more 
organic and give them more autonomy.
 
Jansen uses simple materials - plastic pipes, rubber tubing, and 
plastic soda bottles. His sculptures live on the beach in Denmark. 
The sculptures collect energy from the wind in the soda bottles and 
use it to move over the beach. They can sense when they get too 
close to the water and will reverse course. Jansen hopes that one 
day his sculptures will evolve to the point that they can reproduce 
without him.

HISTORY
Janet Fish was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and moved with 
her family to Bermuda when she was 10. Her father was an art 
history professor, her mother was a sculptor and potter, and her 
grandfather was a noted American Impressionist, so art was in her 
blood. Fish spent a summer studying at the Art Students League 
in New York and completed a summer residency at the Skowhegan 
School of Painting & Sculpture in Maine after earning a degree in 
sculpture and printmaking from Smith College. She went on to be 
one of the first women to earn an MFA from Yale University School 
of Art and Architecture.

CAREER
Janet Fish’s first solo show was in New Jersey in 1967, and 
she went on to exhibit throughout the United States during 
the decades thereafter. Her work is in the collections of many 
museums, including the Whitney Museum of American Art and 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. She has taught at the School of 
Visual Arts and the University of Chicago, among other institutions. 
Fish believes in lifelong learning and artistic experimentation. 
She continues to paint, dividing her time between Manhattan and 
Vermont.

Janet Fish
Born 1938

American realist painter

Famous for realistic and 
colorful still life paintings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Box of Grapes, 1969

Tulip, Apple and Glass, 1980

Dog Days, 1993

Bag, Honey, 1996

Lattice Vase, 2001

KNOWN FOR
Fish is known for large, bold still life 
paintings. She captures the moment 
with vivid colors and her ability to 
convey the interplay between light 
and shadows. Fish experiments 
with painting transparent items, 
such as glass and water, and with 
spatial effects, such as flipping the 
importance of the background and 
foreground.

Fish, J. and Henry, G. (ed.) (1987) Janet Fish. New York: Burton Skira Inc.

Official website. (n.d.) DC Moore Gallery. Retrieved from http://www.dcmooregallery.com/artists/janet-fish 

Janet Fish (1980). Tulip, Apple and Glass [Oil on canvas]. 
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I understand 
the concept 
and perform 
the concept 
consistently.

4.0
I understand 

the concept and 
can perform the 

concept.

3.0
I partially 

understand
or partially 

performed the 
concept.

2.0
With help,

I understand
or can perform

the concept.

1.0
Name: 

Class:

Learning goal:

Learning goal:

Learning goal:

Check a box for each learning goal

Evidence:

Evidence:

Evidence:
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LEARNING GOALS 
SELF ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

Copyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

8TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

Before turning in your artwork, please use this review sheet to reflect on your work and 
your artmaking process.

Did I meet all of the Learning Objectives?

Learning Objective #1:

YES                                                              MOSTLY                                                        NO

Evidence: 

Learning Objective #2:

YES                                                              MOSTLY                                                        NO

Evidence: 

Learning Objective #3:

YES                                                              MOSTLY                                                        NO
  
Evidence:  

Name:        Class:

theartofeducation.edu

LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES REVIEW

Copyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

HISTORY
Born in Miami to a Cuban immigrant family, Teresita Fernandez 
studied at Florida International University and then completed her 
MFA at Virginia Commonwealth University. During a residency in 
Japan, she was profoundly impacted by both the elegance and 
utility of traditional Japanese lifestyle and architecture. She was an 
artist-in-residence at Artspace in San Antonio and a fellow of the 
American Academy in Rome.

CAREER
Fernandez is pushing the boundaries of sculpture and installation 
art into the fields of architecture and landscape architecture. 
Her work has appeared worldwide in numerous solo and group 
exhibitions. The idea of responding with your senses and 
collaborating with an object to make meaning underlies Fernandez’ 
studio practice. Her work is found in numerous exhibitions and 
collections worldwide. She lives and works in Brooklyn, New York.

Teresita Fernandez
Born 1968

American Sculptor and 
Installation Artist

Famous for her 
prominent public 
sculptures and 
unconventional use of 
materials

FAMOUS WORKS 
Bamboo Cinema, 2001

Fire, 2005

Stacked Waters Cinema, 2009

Epic I, 2009

Nocturnal (Horizon Line), 2011 

Golden (30 Dissolves), 2012

KNOWN FOR
Best known for integrating 
architecture and the optical 
effects of color and light, Teresita 
Fernandez’ work is characterized 
by an interest in perception and the 
psychology of looking. Fernandez 
draws her inspiration from landscape 
and natural phenomena, as well 
as from diverse historical and 
cultural references. Using common 
building materials, her room-sized 
installations evoke quietude and 
mystery, inspiring viewers to see a 
new relationship between man-made 
and natural environments.

Teresita Fernandez. (n.d.). MacArthur Foundation. Retrieved from https://www.macfound.org/fellows/841/

Teresita Fernandez. (2018). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/teresita-fernández/

Teresita Fernandez. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.artsy.net/artist/teresita-fernandez

Teresita Fernandez (2005). Fire [Silk yarn, steel armature, epoxy]. 
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NAME: NAME:

CLASS: CLASS:

COLOR MIXING COLOR MIXING
PRE-TEST PRE-TEST

YELLOW

VIOLET

YELLOW-ORANGE

ORANGE

RED-
ORANGE

RED-VIOLET

RED

YELLOW-GREEN

GREEN

BLUE-
GREEN

BLUE-VIOLET

BLUE

SHADES

TINTS

YELLOW

VIOLET

YELLOW-ORANGE

ORANGE

RED-
ORANGE

RED-VIOLET

RED

YELLOW-GREEN

GREEN

BLUE-
GREEN

BLUE-VIOLET

BLUE

SHADES

TINTS

Christo Vladimirov Javacheff 

        Born 1935 

        Bulgarian-born American

Jeanne-Claude Marie Denat 

        Lived 1935-2009

        French-born American

        Environmental Artists

        Famous for their public,
        temporary, and grandeur  
        environmental installations.

FAMOUS WORKS 
Realized:

Surrounded Islands, 1980-1983

The Floating Piers, 2014-2016

Running Fence, 1972-1976

Wrapped Reichstag, 1971-1995

London Mastaba 

In Progress:

L’Arc de Triomphe, 1962-2020

The Mastaba, since 1977

Christo and Jeanne-Claude. (2016, June 30). The Floating Piers  [Video file]. Retrieved from https://vimeo.com/172910439

Gmurzynska, K., & Rastorfer, M. (2016). Christo and Jeanne-Claude: Works in progress. Zurich: Galerie Gmurzynska.

Goheen, E. R. (1978). Wrapped walk ways: Loose Park, Kansas City, Missouri, 1977-78. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams.

Home (2019). Retrieved from https://christojeanneclaude.net/

Kastner, J., & Wallis, B. (2015). Land and environmental art. London: Phaidon Press.

Lailach, M., & Grosenick, U. (2007). Land art. Hong Kong: Taschen.
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HISTORY
Both Christo Vladimirov Javacheff and Jeanne-Claude Marie 
Denat were born on the same day of the same year, but in 
different countries. He was born in Bulgaria and she was born in 
Morocco. The two meet in Paris, France, in 1958, when Christo 
painted portraits of Jeanne-Claude’s mother. Their son, Cyril, was 
born in 1960. A year later, they completed their first temporary 
outdoor installation. Since then, they’ve travelled the world 
creating massive installations together. Christo has continued 
their artistic endeavors alone after his wife’s death in 2009. He’s 
currently carrying on with the wrapping of L’Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris, France. They conceived of this idea in 1962 and it is due to 
premiere on April 6, 2020 for the duration of two weeks.

KNOWN FOR
Christo and Jeanne-Claude are globally known for transforming 
landscapes and architecture into large-scale temporary 
installations. They are famous for using fabric to materialize 
their visions by wrapping coastlines, buildings, trees, walkways; 
surrounding islands with it; and dividing terrain with enormous 
lengths of material. Because the work is temporary, it creates an 
urgency to see it before it is gone. The scope, scale and duration 
of their installations leads viewers into a ephemeral aesthetic 
experience that lives on beyond its showing through drawings, 
videos and photographs of the realized works. 

CAREER
Christo and Jeanne-Claude have a spansive art career lasting 
over 5 decades. Their first outdoor collaboration was Stacked Oil 
Barrels and Dockside Packages in 1961. Although their installations 
are intentionally temporary in nature, the preparatory phases 
of the projects can take many months, years and even decades 
to contextualize. The development period for each project is 
intensive and thorough--they would be an excellent example for 
students to study in regards to the development of their ideas! 

Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude
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PRESENTING 
REFLECTION RUBRIC
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PRESENTING
Learning Objective: I can select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. I can develop and 
refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. I can convey meaning through the presentation of 
artistic work. 

I met the objectives in these 
ways:

Additional comments:

I met MOST of the objectives in 
these ways: 

I fell short in this area because: 

•

•

•

(List specifics here)

(List specifics here)

(List specifics here)

PRESENTATION:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Donovan was born in Queens, New York, as the middle of three 
children. Most of her childhood was spent in a small town called 
Blauvelt, just outside of New York City. Many artists begin their 
interest in the arts as children, but Donovan only began considering 
herself an artist when she attended the Corcoran College of Art and 
Design in Washington D.C. in 1991. She later studied sculpture at the 
Virginia Commonwealth University.

CAREER
After her studies in college, Donovan worked as a waitress for six 
years. During this time, she began experimenting with creating art 
out of everyday objects, such as balloons and toothpicks. Donovan 
began entering regional art shows but found that most people 
did not appreciate her work. In 1996, she created her own gallery 
space in a converted night club called the Insect Club. There she 
was able to display her work the way she pleased, which created 
interest in her sculptures from galleries and art critics. In 2000, she 
participated in the Whitney Biennial, an art exhibition featuring 
contemporary artists. This led to her breakthrough show at Ace 
Gallery in Los Angeles. She now lives and works in Brooklyn, New 
York.

Tara Donovan
Born 1969

American Sculptor

Famous for transforming 
simple, overlooked 
everyday objects into 
large sculptures

FAMOUS WORKS 
Colony, 2004

Bluffs, 2006

Untitled, 2008

Untitled, 2014

KNOWN FOR
Donovan is known for her use 
of everyday, mundane, often 
overlooked materials. She is drawn 
to objects that are easily accessible, 
inexpensive, and mass produced - 
items like plastic drinking straws, 
pencils, plastic cups, rubber bands, 
and more. She uses these materials 
to create very large sculptures 
and installations that often mimic 
features found in nature. She leaves 
her works untitled so people can 
create their own understanding of 
the works based on their personal 
life experiences.

Andreja Velimirović, A. (2017, August 23). Tara Donovan. Retrieved from https://www.widewalls.ch/artist/tara-donovan/

Weschler, L. (2008, October 09). The Work of Tara Donovan. Retrieved from https://designobserver.com/article.php?id=7417

Tara Donovan (2008). Untitled [Styrofoam cups].
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GOAL:

GOAL:

BEFORE

BEFORE

TODAY I CAN:

TODAY I CAN:

REFLECTION:

REFLECTION:

AFTER

AFTER

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .8a Demonstrate 
willingness to experiment, innovate, 

and take risks to pursue ideas, forms, 
and meanings that emerge in the 

process of art-making or designing.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .8a Apply relevant 
criteria to examine, reflect on, and plan 
revisions for a work of art or design in 

progress.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .8a Collaboratively 
prepare and present selected theme-

based artwork for
display, and formulate exhibition 

narratives for the viewer.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .1 .8a Explain how 
a person’s aesthetic choices are 

influenced by culture and environment 
and impact the visual image that one 

conveys to others.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .8a Make art 
collaboratively to reflect on and 

reinforce positive aspects of group 
identity.


