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BEGINNER SCOPE AND SEQUENCES: 1st Edition 
Kindergarten - 5th grade 

What is FLEX Curriculum? 
FLEX Curriculum is designed as a rigorous, relevant, and flexible set 
of curriculum resources art teachers can curate for their classrooms. 

Teachers can utilize scope and sequences, units, and learning 
experiences based on their unique needs and environments.
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HOW TO UNDERSTAND THESE SCOPE AND SEQUENCES

The following FLEX Curriculum 

K-12 scope and sequences were 

designed for art educators to 

use as inspiration and as a guide 

to drive teaching. The FLEX 

Curriculum contents selected at 

each level are based on five grade 

level priority National Core Arts 

Standards (at the top of each 

page) represented in the content 

driving ‘Essential Questions’ 

(second column from left). 

The National Core Arts Standards 

are the foundation of each grade 

level scope and sequence. Priority 

standards selected ensure students 

will have opportunities to create, 

connect, present, and respond 

through process and projects. 

Concepts and skills in the lesson 

plans spiral and build upon one 

another increasing complexity and 

depth.

Grade level units are organized 

by an element, principle or media 

(first column on the left). While the 

following scope and sequences are 

written to be linear with spiraling 

concepts, modifications may 

need to be made to meet district 

or student goals and needs. If 

all units are taught in sequential 

order, students will be exposed 

to a variety of skills, standards, 

concepts, media and learning 

experiences.
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KINDERGARTEN

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

LI
N

E

What are lines? Where and 
how do we encounter lines 
in our world? How do we 

use lines to create? 

LINE RUGS WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER SOL LEWITT A LINE IS A DOT ON A WALK

THE FOUR SEASONS OF COLOR WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER SARAH MORRIS MINI ARTIST STATEMENT

SH
A

PE

How do you make a 
shape? How can we use 
shapes to create objects, 

places, people?

SEURAT AND THE DOT WHAT IS IMPRESSIONISM? GEORGE SEURAT TWO STARS AND A WISH

SIMPLE FACE EXPRESSION WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER EDVARD MUNCH PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

TE
X

TU
R

E How do you create texture 
in art? How can we use 
lines, shapes, and color 
to give an idea of how 

something feels? 
TEXTURE DOT PRINTS WHAT IS TEXTURE? | BEGINNER YAYOI KUSAMA STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

HISTORY
Solomon “Sol” LeWitt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, but moved 
to New Britain with his mother after his father died. He showed 
artistic ability from a young age and wanted to be an artist when he 
left high school. His mother, however, wanted him to get a college 
degree, so he attended Syracuse University, where he earned a 
BFA. He served in the Army in Korea and Japan during the Korean 
War and then moved to New York, where he took classes at the 
Cartoonists and Illustrators School while doing a design internship 
at Seventeen magazine.

CAREER
LeWitt was a graphic designer in the architectural office of I. M. 
Pei but left his job to devote himself to art. He took a night job at 
The Museum of Modern Art, where he met other artists and critics 
who influenced his thinking and approach. After creating his first 
wall drawing in 1968, he determined that a team of assistants could 
install his work as well or better based on his original ideas. In 1976, 
LeWitt co-founded Printed Matter, an organization dedicated to 
sharing artists’ books and related publications. LeWitt donated to 
the Sol LeWitt Fund for Artists Work to support the creation and 
exhibition of public art in New York City.  

Sol LeWitt
1928-2007

American conceptual 
artist

Famous for minimalist 
works influenced by 
mathematics

FAMOUS WORKS 
Standing Open Structure Black, 1964

Corner Piece No. 2, 1976

Lines in Four Directions in Flowers, 
1981

Brushstrokes, 1996

Wall Drawing #1136, 2004

KNOWN FOR
LeWitt is known for his drawings, 
paintings, and sculptures, which 
he called structures. He was a 
conceptual, minimalistic artist who 
created wall drawings, prints, and 
even architecture. Most of LeWitt’s 
work was mathematically informed. 
He believed that an idea could be a 
work of art – that as an architect can 
give a blueprint to a construction 
crew, an artist can share an idea and 
delegate its production.

Bloom, L. (2019) Sol LeWitt: A life of ideas. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press.

Sigler, J. (2019) I destroyed a LeWitt: How the father of minimalism brought power to the people, 
and learned to let go. Tablet. Retrieved from https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/290141/sol-lewitt

Sol LeWitt (2004). Wall Drawing #1136 [Paint on Wall]. Tate and National Galleries of Scotland. 
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HISTORY
Sarah Morris was born in Sevenoaks, southeast of London, England. 
She studied at Cambridge University and then Brown University, 
where she earned a degree in philosophy and semiotics (the study of 
how signs and symbols create meaning). After that, she was part of 
the Whitney Museum of American Art Independent Study Program 
while working as an assistant for American artist Jeff Koons.

KNOWN FOR
Morris is known for her abstract paintings, which feature bright color 
fields, sharp lines, and repeating shapes. She is also a filmmaker 
who focuses attention on the power and control behind places and 
events. For both her painting and her films, she finds inspiration in 
the architecture and energy of the world’s major cities.

CAREER
Morris started out making large-scale text paintings that included 
wording from sensationalized news stories. She then moved to single-
word paintings based on vocabulary from magazine headlines and 
advertising. In the late 1990s, she began creating abstract paintings 
that use tilted geometric shapes and bright colors to add a sense 
of depth. Morris has had, and continues to have, solo exhibitions 
worldwide. She lives and works in both New York and London.

Sarah
Morris

Born 1967

British-born American 
painter and filmmaker

Famous for her brightly-
colored geometric 
abstract painting

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Mirage, 1999

People’s Bank, 2004

1972, 2008 

Big Ben 2012, 2011

Chicago, 2011

Galpin, A. (2015). Women and Abstraction. Winter Park, FL: Cornell Fine Arts Museum.

Paul, F. (2015). Sarah Morris: CAPITAL Letters Read Better for Initials. Berlin: August Verlag.

Sarah Morris (2011). Big Ben 2012 [Screenprint on paper]. 
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HISTORY
An uncle introduced a young Georges Seurat to painting. This 
interest prompted Seurat to take a drawing course at night school 
and then enroll in art school where he studied the masters of the 
Louvre. While serving a compulsory year in the military, Seurat 
spent all his free time drawing and reading on theories of color and 
vision. Conveying emotion through color and lines, Seurat’s art is 
intellectual, influenced by the scientific attitudes of the nineteenth 
century.

CAREER
Seurat created huge compositions with tiny detached brush strokes, 
which made his paintings shimmer with the play of light. One of his 
early paintings was rejected at a prominent art exhibition while a 
later painting, La Grande Jatte, brought much interest, both positive 
and negative. During his last exhibition, Seurat exhausted himself 
as an organizer of the event and caught a chill, which caused his 
death. In addition to seven monumental paintings, he left 40 smaller 
paintings and sketches, along with several sketchbooks and about 
500 drawings - quite impressive considering his short life.

George Seurat
1859-1891

French Painter

Famous for leading 
the Neo-Impressionism 
movement and using the 
technique of Pointillism 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte, 1885

Grandcamp Evening, 1884-1886

KNOWN FOR
Seurat is best known for Pointillism. 
This painstaking process of painting 
small dots to create a picture is quite 
opposite the spontaneous method 
of Impressionism. The technique 
is a forerunner of the modern 
methods of photoengraving, color 
reproduction, television, and digital 
imaging. 

Courthion, P. (2019, February 10). Georges Seurat. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Georges-Seurat 

Georges Seurat Biography. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.freeart.com/gallery/s/seurat/seurat.html

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

George Seurat (1885). Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 
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HISTORY
Edvard Munch’s themes of anxiety, emotional suffering, and human 
vulnerability can be traced to the early loss of his mother and sister, 
his father’s fatalistic beliefs, and his own challenges with mental 
illness. Munch used intense colors, semi-abstraction, and mysterious 
themes to symbolize universal emotions of tension, anguish, and 
loneliness. His later work is more colorful and less pessimistic, but his 
early work continues to have lasting influence.

KNOWN FOR
Munch is known as one of the most controversial and eventually 
renowned artists of Expressionist and Symbolist painters. He believed 
art should reflect an emotion or idea. As a result, Munch’s work 
focused on the internal view as opposed to the external.

CAREER
Munch’s style matured after spending time in Paris and the influence 
of artists like Van Gogh and Gauguin. His paintings explore the 
disturbing elements of human psychology and the Romantic belief 
that humans are powerless before the natural forces of death and 
love. Before his death, Munch donated more than 1,000 paintings, 
4,500 drawings and watercolors, six sculptures, and 15,400 prints to 
the Norwegian government. The country built the Munch Museum of 
Art to commemorate the unique style Munch introduced to the world.

Edvard 
Munch

1863-1944

Norwegian Painter and 
Printmaker

Famous for 
Expressionism and 
Symbolism

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Sick Child, 1885-86, 1907

The Scream, 1893

Davies, P., Denny, W., Hofrichter, F., Jacobs, J., Roberts, A. & Simon, D. (2007). Janson’s History of Art: The Western Tradition.  
 Seventh edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Edvard Munch. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-munch-edvard.htm

Edvard Munch and his Paintings. (2011). Retrieved from https://edvardmunch.org/

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

Edvard Munch (1893). The Scream [Oil, tempera, and pastel on cardboard]. The National Gallery, Olso.
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HISTORY
Yayoi Kusama was born in 1929 in Matsumoto, Japan. She always 
painted as a child, filling her works with thousands of dots. After a 
short time at an art school in Japan, she moved to New York City. 
She has had a long career working alongside famous artists and 
creating unique works. In 2017 the Yayoi Kusama Museum opened in 
Tokyo, and it is dedicated to showcasing her work. She is known as 

one of the most important artists to ever come out of Japan.

CAREER
Kusama was raised in Matsumoto and trained at the Kyoto School of 
Arts and Crafts, learning a Japanese painting style called nihonga. 
She moved to New York City in the late 1950s and was part of the 
art scene for decades, working with Pop Artists and performance 
artists. She currently creates installations in museums around the 
world and is best known for her Infinity Rooms. Her obsession with 
dots and her interest in seemingly endless repetition have been 
hallmarks of her style throughout her career.

Yayoi Kusama
Born 1929

Japanese Sculptor

Famous for polka dot 
artworks and Infinity 
Rooms

FAMOUS WORKS 
Narcissus Garden, 1966

Pumpkin, 1983

Sunlight, 1998

Dots Obsession, 2003

Ascension of Polka Dots, 2017

KNOWN FOR
Kusama creates work in all 
different media including painting, 
performance art, fashion, and 
writing. But she is best known for 
her sculptures and installations, 
especially her works featuring 
thousands of polka dots; she has 
called herself an “obsessional artist.” 
She also creates Infinity Rooms, 
where lights reflect through a series 
of mirrors, giving the appearance of 
endless space. When you are in an 
Infinity Room, she makes it difficult 
to determine where you end and the 
rest of the installation begins!

Kusama, Y., & McCarthy, R. F. (2011). Infinity net: The autobiography of Yayoi Kusama. London: Tate Pub Ltd.

Yayoi Kusama’s Extraordinary Survival Story (September 26, 2018). Retrieved December 21, 2018, from 

 http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20180925-yayoi-kusamas-extraordinary-survival-story

Yayoi Kusama (1997). Dots Obsession [Mixed media]. Rice Gallery
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A LINE IS A DOT ON A WALK
INSTRUCTIONS: Starting with each dot, take each one on its own “walk.”  

Each dot walk should be different.
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________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT
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TWO STARS AND A WISH
Write down two elements you think you showed excellent craftsmanship with and one thing 

you wish you would have done better or spent more time on.
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PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

Something I like 
about your art is…

I can tell you put a 
lot of effort into...

A suggestion I 
have is…
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

NCAS - VA:Cr1.1.Ka Engage in 
exploration and imaginative play 

with materials.

NCAS - VA:Cr2.1.Ka Through 
experimentation, build skills in 

various media and approaches to 
art-making.

NCAS - VA:Cr2.3.Ka Create 
art that represents natural and 

constructed environments.

NCAS - VA:Re.7.1.Ka Identify 
uses of art within one’s personal 

environment.

NCAS - VA:Cn10.1.Ka Create 
art that tells a story about a life 

experience.

KINDERGARTEN PRIORITY STANDARDS
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UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

C
O

LO
R

How is color created and 
used to show emotion and 

meaning in art? 

How do artists select 
colors to use in their art?

 HOW DO PLANTS AND FLOWERS 
GROW? WHAT IS SPACE? | BEGINNER GEORGIA O’KEEFFE COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE 1 

UNDER-THE-SEA WATERCOLOR 
PAINTING WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? HOKUSAI “1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH”

3D
TE

X
TU

R
E

How are line, shape and 
color used to create three 
dimensional art? What role 
does three dimensional art 

play in our daily lives? 

SCULPTING A COMMUNITY WHAT IS SCULPTURE? ANDY GOLDSWORTHY TWO STARS AND A WISH

BUTTERFLY ON BURLAP WHAT IS TEXTURE? | BEGINNER MAYA HAYUK EXIT TICKET

FROM ORDINARY TO FANTASTIC WHAT IS FORM? | BEGINNER TARA DONOVAN MINI ARTIST STATEMENT

HISTORY
Georgia O’Keeffe was born in 1887 in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. She 
knew from the age of 12 that she wanted to be an artist. She worked 
as a teacher from 1911 to 1918, continuing to paint and exhibit her 
work during this time. In 1918 she moved to New York City, working 
on art full time and collaborating with the photographer Alfred 
Stieglitz. In the late 1920s, she began spending long parts of the 
year in the Southwest United States, eventually moving permanently 

to New Mexico. 

CAREER
After attending art school, O’Keeffe played an important part in 
the development of modern art in America. She was one of the 
first female painters to gain respect in New York’s art world in the 
1920s. She had a unique way of seeing the world, and her new style 
of painting--in particular her way of simplifying natural shapes and 
forms--made her a groundbreaking artist. 

Georgia O’Keeffe
1887-1986

American Painter

Famous for her 
paintings of flowers, 
deserts, cityscapes, 
and landscapes

FAMOUS WORKS 
Black Iris, 1926

Radiator Building, 1927

Red Poppy, 1927

Cow Skull with Red, White, and 
Blue, 1931

Sky Above Clouds IV, 1965

KNOWN FOR
O’Keeffe was fascinated by nature, 
whether it be plants and flowers, 
bones and skulls, or the desert 
landscape. She loved to travel and 
let the sights and scenes influence 
her--she even had a mobile art 
studio in her car! She challenged 
ideas on composition, experimented 
with abstract work, and developed 
a truly unique personal style. 
Her combination of realism 
and abstraction is immediately 
recognizable and shows a personal 
touch that lets viewers understand 
her thoughts and feelings.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
 Prentice Hall.

Georgia O’Keeffe (1927). Red Poppy [Mixed media]. Weisman Art Museum
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HISTORY
During Hokusai’s time, it was typical for Japanese artists to change 
their names frequently; therefore, Hokusai has been known by 
around 30 names. Hokusai learned the style of woodblock paintings, 
otherwise known as ukiyo-e, from his mentor Katsukawa Shunshō. 
After his mentor died, Hokusai started investigating European art, 
eventually leading to him painting landscapes and Japanese daily 
life.

CAREER
Hokusai often changed his name like other artists, and his career 
and artwork can be separated by the periods when he changed 
names. For example, in the 1820s, Hokusai went by the name “Iitsu” 
when he became popular in Japan. He felt that as he grew older, his 
work became stronger, and he hoped he would live long in order to 
truly master bringing his art to life. Hokusai produced his best work 
after the age of 60. Some of Hokusai’s largest collections include 
Thirty-Six Views of Mt. Fuji (1826-1833) and a 15-volume Hokusai 
Manga with nearly 4,000 sketches.

Hokusai
1760-1849

Japanese Painter and 
Printmaker

Famous for woodblock 
paintings and Hokusai 
Manga art manuals

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Great Wave off Kanagawa, 
1830-32

South Wind at Clear Dawn, 1830-32

KNOWN FOR
In 1811, Hokusai began a new period 
when he created “Hokusai Manga” 
art manuals. These were simple 
drawing lessons created in hopes 
of attracting more students. These 
Mangas and manuals are similar to 
the Manga genre (similar to comic 
books) known today because of 
the sketches; however, Hokusai did 
not have storytelling involved in 
these collections. Hokusai was best 
known for his The Great Wave off 
Kanagawa (1830-1834) that brought 
international recognition after his 
death in 1849.

Biography of Katsushika Hokusai. (2017). Retrieved from https://www.katsushikahokusai.org/biography.html.

Lane, R. (n.d). Hokusai: Japanese artist. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hokusai#ref3258 

Hokusai. (1830-32). The Great Wave off Kanagawa [Woodblock print; ink and color on paper]. The Met. 
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HISTORY
Andy Goldsworthy was born in Cheshire, England, in 1956. He 
studied at Bradford School of Art in Bradford, England and Preston 
Polytechnic in Lancashire, England between 1974-1978. During this 
time, he was drawing outdoors where he began his exploratory 
work with naturally found materials. By the end of this timeframe, 
he had developed a manner of making that worked for him. He is 
currently based in Scottish countryside but his work takes him all 
over the world. From Spring to Fall of 2019, he and an installation 
team are working on a piece called Walking Wall in Kansas City, MO. 
The stones will be laid five times to form a wall along different paths 
of its route, even blocking the path of a road, and then move from 
the original site to its final spot on the lawn of The Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art.

CAREER
According to Goldsworthy, his artistic career began before he was 
even finished with his schooling--around 1967. It was at this time 
that he started taking his artistic practice out of doors. He began 
experimenting with elements that were subject to weather, seasonal 
changes, time of day, climate, etc… He has worked on numerous 
noteworthy projects, both large and small scale. One interesting 
one to view and discuss with your students are his Midsummer 
Snowballs. In this project, he relocated several massively heavy 
snowballs from the fresh pow of Scotland to the streets of London 
during the summer. Each snowball was laden with items such as 
mud, twigs, oats, berries, etc… the unfolding, or melting, of each 
gigantic snowball was an act of performance and participator art 
with bystanders. Goldsworthy keeps coming up with fresh ideas and 
continues to work to this day. 

Andy Goldsworthy
Born 1956

British Sculptor and 
Photographer

Famous for 
environmental 
installations using 
elements found in nature

FAMOUS WORKS 
Walking Wall, 2019

Icicles Frozen to Icicles, 2010

Storm King Wall, 1997-98

Cone, 1990

Midsummer Snowballs, 2000

KNOWN FOR
A common theme in Goldworthy’s 
work is growth and decay. His art is 
both created by and taken apart by 
nature. He leaves his work in place, 
documenting his handiwork by 
photograph, and will return later to see 
its deterioration. Like so many things 
in the natural world, his art lasts for a 
precious and finite but variant amount 
of time...sometimes as short as a brief 
moment and longer for others. There 
is beauty found in the ephemerality 
of art in nature. As much as his work 
draws attention to the cycles of 
nature as beautiful, he also works with 
the effects of time. His work is site 
specific as that he manipulates natural 
elements like leaves, flowers, snow, 
branches, rocks, ice and more into 
innovative land art sculptures. 

Goldsworthy, A. (2015). Andy Goldsworthy: Ephemeral works: 2004-2014. New York: Abrams.
Goldsworthy, A., & Putnam, J. (2007). Enclosure - Andy Goldsworthy. New York: Abrams.
Kastner, J., & Wallis, B. (2015). Land and environmental art. London: Phaidon Press.
Lailach, M., & Grosenick, U. (2007). Land art. Hong Kong: Taschen.
Tufnell, B. (2006). Land art. London: Tate Publishing.
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HISTORY
Maya Hayuk was born in Baltimore, Maryland. As a child, her 
grandmother taught her Ukranian crafts and embroidery, which later 
played a large role in her artwork. She holds a degree in Interrelated 
Media from the Massachusetts College of Art and has studied at 
the Ontario College of Art and Design in Toronto, at the University 
of Odessa in Ukraine, and at the Skowhegan School of Painting and 
Sculpture in Maine. She currently lives and works in Brooklyn, New 
York.

KNOWN FOR
Hayuk is best known for her large-scale murals featuring 
symmetrical designs, detailed patterns, and bold colors. Her 
technique involves using rollers to apply thick layers of house paint, 
allowing for intentional dripping to occur. Hayuk is also recognized 
for her use of mistinted paint - paint that is unwanted by customers 
because it isn’t the right color match. She enjoys collaborating with 
the environment and architecture in order to enhance it through the 
use of color and design.

CAREER
Hayuk loves traveling around the world exhibiting her artwork and 
creating her murals in places like New York, Los Angeles, Toronto, 
the Netherlands, Rio de Janeiro, Chile, Colorado, and France, 
amongst others. She has also made contributions to the music 
world through the creation of album covers, videos, stage sets, 
photographs, and posters for artists such as Rye Rye/M.I.A, The 
Akron Family, The Flaming Lips, The Beastie Boys, and more. Hayuk 
has published two books featuring her artwork: Just Good Vibes 
(2007) and Round the Way (2010).

Maya Hayuk
Born 1969

American Muralist

Famous for her large-
scale outdoor murals 
featuring brightly-
colored abstract 
geometric designs 
that work with the 
environment and 
architecture in order to 
enhance it

FAMOUS WORKS 
Big Bonfire, 2012

Pictures on Walls, 2013

Hammer Project, 2013

Chem Trails NYC (BOWERY WALK), 

2014

Hayuk, M. (2018 Dec). Trust Fall [Video file]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbvshrWLSc

MAYA HAYUK. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.lscgallery.com/artists/maya-hayuk

MAYA HAYUK. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://urban-nation.com/artist/maya-hayuk/

Maya Hayuk (2012). Big Bonfire [Acrylic on panel].
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HISTORY
Donovan was born in Queens, New York, as the middle of three 
children. Most of her childhood was spent in a small town called 
Blauvelt, just outside of New York City. Many artists begin their 
interest in the arts as children, but Donovan only began considering 
herself an artist when she attended the Corcoran College of Art and 
Design in Washington D.C. in 1991. She later studied sculpture at the 
Virginia Commonwealth University.

CAREER
After her studies in college, Donovan worked as a waitress for six 
years. During this time, she began experimenting with creating art 
out of everyday objects, such as balloons and toothpicks. Donovan 
began entering regional art shows but found that most people 
did not appreciate her work. In 1996, she created her own gallery 
space in a converted night club called the Insect Club. There she 
was able to display her work the way she pleased, which created 
interest in her sculptures from galleries and art critics. In 2000, she 
participated in the Whitney Biennial, an art exhibition featuring 
contemporary artists. This led to her breakthrough show at Ace 
Gallery in Los Angeles. She now lives and works in Brooklyn, New 
York.

Tara Donovan
Born 1969

American Sculptor

Famous for transforming 
simple, overlooked 
everyday objects into 
large sculptures

FAMOUS WORKS 
Colony, 2004

Bluffs, 2006

Untitled, 2008

Untitled, 2014

KNOWN FOR
Donovan is known for her use 
of everyday, mundane, often 
overlooked materials. She is drawn 
to objects that are easily accessible, 
inexpensive, and mass produced - 
items like plastic drinking straws, 
pencils, plastic cups, rubber bands, 
and more. She uses these materials 
to create very large sculptures 
and installations that often mimic 
features found in nature. She leaves 
her works untitled so people can 
create their own understanding of 
the works based on their personal 
life experiences.

Andreja Velimirović, A. (2017, August 23). Tara Donovan. Retrieved from https://www.widewalls.ch/artist/tara-donovan/

Weschler, L. (2008, October 09). The Work of Tara Donovan. Retrieved from https://designobserver.com/article.php?id=7417

Tara Donovan (2008). Untitled [Styrofoam cups].
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Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH

1ST
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4TH
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TWO STARS AND A WISH
Write down two elements you think you showed excellent craftsmanship with and one thing 

you wish you would have done better or spent more time on.
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EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:
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________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

NCAS - VA:Cr1.1.Ka Engage in 
exploration and imaginative play 

with materials.

NCAS - VA:Cr2.1.Ka Through 
experimentation, build skills in 

various media and approaches to 
art-making.

NCAS - VA:Cr2.3.Ka Create 
art that represents natural and 

constructed environments.

NCAS - VA:Re.7.1.Ka Identify 
uses of art within one’s personal 

environment.

NCAS - VA:Cn10.1.Ka Create 
art that tells a story about a life 

experience.

KINDERGARTEN PRIORITY STANDARDS
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INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Color the color wheel using the correct primary and secondary colors. 

Red

Blue

Yellow

COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE: 1
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Page 5

1ST GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

C
O

N
TR

A
ST What does it mean to have 

choices in art? How many 
choices are there in art 

making?
MY CHOICE MATTERS WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER SOL LEWITT A LINE IS A DOT ON A WALK

SH
A

PE

How can we work together 
to make art? How can 

shapes, lines, and color be 
used to make art together? 

SHAPE COLLABORATIVE MURAL WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER PABLO PICASSO “1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH”

PA
TT

ER
N What is pattern? Where 

do we encounter pattern 
in our world? How can 

pattern create art? 

PATTERN PETS WHAT IS PATTERN? KEITH HARING
BEFORE & AFTER SELF  

ASSESSMENT REFLECTION

STEPPING INTO ABSTRACT WORK WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER WASSILY KANDINSKY
BEFORE & AFTER SELF  

ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

MY IMAGINARY FRIEND  
AND THEIR WORLD WHAT IS TEXTURE? | BEGINNER JOOYOUNG CHO EXIT TICKET

HISTORY
Solomon “Sol” LeWitt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, but moved 
to New Britain with his mother after his father died. He showed 
artistic ability from a young age and wanted to be an artist when he 
left high school. His mother, however, wanted him to get a college 
degree, so he attended Syracuse University, where he earned a 
BFA. He served in the Army in Korea and Japan during the Korean 
War and then moved to New York, where he took classes at the 
Cartoonists and Illustrators School while doing a design internship 
at Seventeen magazine.

CAREER
LeWitt was a graphic designer in the architectural office of I. M. 
Pei but left his job to devote himself to art. He took a night job at 
The Museum of Modern Art, where he met other artists and critics 
who influenced his thinking and approach. After creating his first 
wall drawing in 1968, he determined that a team of assistants could 
install his work as well or better based on his original ideas. In 1976, 
LeWitt co-founded Printed Matter, an organization dedicated to 
sharing artists’ books and related publications. LeWitt donated to 
the Sol LeWitt Fund for Artists Work to support the creation and 
exhibition of public art in New York City.  

Sol LeWitt
1928-2007

American conceptual 
artist

Famous for minimalist 
works influenced by 
mathematics

FAMOUS WORKS 
Standing Open Structure Black, 1964

Corner Piece No. 2, 1976

Lines in Four Directions in Flowers, 
1981

Brushstrokes, 1996

Wall Drawing #1136, 2004

KNOWN FOR
LeWitt is known for his drawings, 
paintings, and sculptures, which 
he called structures. He was a 
conceptual, minimalistic artist who 
created wall drawings, prints, and 
even architecture. Most of LeWitt’s 
work was mathematically informed. 
He believed that an idea could be a 
work of art – that as an architect can 
give a blueprint to a construction 
crew, an artist can share an idea and 
delegate its production.

Bloom, L. (2019) Sol LeWitt: A life of ideas. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press.

Sigler, J. (2019) I destroyed a LeWitt: How the father of minimalism brought power to the people, 
and learned to let go. Tablet. Retrieved from https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/290141/sol-lewitt

Sol LeWitt (2004). Wall Drawing #1136 [Paint on Wall]. Tate and National Galleries of Scotland. 
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HISTORY
Keith Haring was the firstborn of four children and raised in 
Pennsylvania. He and his father bonded over drawing and he also 
grew up drawing with his youngest sister. Cartoons and book 
illustrations were a major source of inspiration for the young artist. 
He began his formal art training in Pittsburgh where he studied 
graphic design, but dropped out after only a year. When he was 
20, he decided to move to the Big Apple where he studied at the 
School of the Visual Arts. It was in New York that he found his 
community, including many now well-known artists. Through the 
culture they created, Haring brought art from inside the confines of 
galleries and museums, outside to the streets. Inspired by a lecture 
given by Christo and Jeanne-Claude about the nature of their piece, 
Running Fence, Haring strived to create public art for all people. 
After he was diagnosed with AIDS in 1988, he created his foundation 
and devoted his efforts towards advocacy and awareness about the 
disease. Haring died of AIDS related complications in 1990 at just 31 
years of age.

CAREER
Keith Haring drew his life away. Starting from when he was young 
and really flourishing in his 20’s, he created hundreds of quick 
drawings in a short period of time. His work was booming with 
exhibitions, press, articles and fame. Haring was not only a product 
of the street culture of NYC, he was a contributing factor. In 1986, 
Haring established the “Pop Shop” in the lower SOHO District of 
Manhattan, NY, which he considered to be an extension of his body 
of work. He truly believed that art was for everybody! It became 
a destination for people to come experience his art first hand and 
purchase his art on products. Although the shop closed its physical 
doors in 2005, his art can be purchased on a wide variety of items 
through the website that is run by the Keith Haring Foundation.

Keith Haring
1958-1990

American Pop and Street 
Artist

Famous for his New York 
City subway art and 
street culture

FAMOUS WORKS 
We the Youth (1987)

Pop Shop IV (1989)

Crack is Wack (1986)

Andy Mouse (1986)

Untitled (1982)

KNOWN FOR
Haring is best known for his playfully 
simple depictions of figures. He used 
a consistently thick line width to 
draw, or paint, on surfaces….often 
used for outlining the contours of 
active people, barking dogs, symbols 
and lines signifying movement. Bold, 
flat and simplified colors were also 
indicative of his work. You could 
find him quickly and intuitively filling 
the space of empty advertisement 
spaces with his drawings in the 
subways--using white chalk and later 
he was even commissioned to create 
lasting art in public spaces. He often 
used the symbol of the “radiant 
baby” as his signature marking.

Keith Haring. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.haring.com/

La Valette, D., Stark, D., & Fehrle, G. (1997). Keith Haring: I wish I didn’t have to sleep!: Adventures in art. New York, NY: Prestel.

Sussman, E. (1999). Keith Haring. Boston, MA: Bulfinch.

Keith Haring (1989). Pop Shop IV [Silkscreen].

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

A LINE IS A DOT ON A WALK
INSTRUCTIONS: Starting with each dot, take each one on its own “walk.”  

Each dot walk should be different.
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GOAL:

GOAL:

BEFORE

BEFORE

TODAY I CAN:

TODAY I CAN:

REFLECTION:

REFLECTION:

AFTER

AFTER

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

NCAS - VA:Cr1.2.1a  
Use observation and investigation 

in preparation for making a  
work of art.

NCAS - VA:Cr2.1.1a Experiment 
with various materials and tools 
to explore personal interests in a 

work of art or design.

NCAS - VA:Cr3.1.1a Use art 
vocabulary to describe choices 

while creating art.

NCAS - VA:Re.7.2.1a  
Compare images that represent 

the same subject.

NCAS - VA:Cn11.1.1a Understand 
that people from different places 

and times have made art for a 
variety of reasons.

1ST GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Pablo Picasso began studying and creating art at a very young 
age. His father, who was also a painter, taught Picasso until sending 
him to a formal school at age eleven. His parents continuously 
encouraged his passion, sending him to the best schools they 
could afford and travelling to visit classic artwork. Picasso’s later 
influences include a range of bohemians and modernists, who 
encouraged him to express himself through Art Nouveau and 
symbolism.

CAREER
Throughout his career, Picasso’s work was highly influenced by 
his personal relationships. Early on, he relied on a blue and gray 
palette. This body of art, referred to as his Blue Period, created 
a melancholic mood that reflected his own sadness at the death 
of a close friend. Later, while developing Cubism, Picasso learned 
from and was motivated by Braque, producing the most intense 
collaboration of his career. Picasso’s focus shifted yet again after 
meeting Sergei Diaghilev, founder of Ballets Russes, as he took time 
off from painting to create set designs for ballet productions. After 
World War II, in which several of Picasso’s Jewish friends were killed, 
he expressed his frustration through sculpture, using hard materials 
to symbolize his grief. He continued to paint and sculpt until his 
death in 1973.

Pablo Picasso
1881-1973

Spanish Painter and 
Sculptor

Famous for developing 
Cubism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 1907

Maquette for Guitar, 1912

Ma Jolie, 1911-1912

The Three Musicians, 1921

Large Nude in a Red Armchair, 1929

Guernica, 1937

KNOWN FOR
Pablo Picasso is  best known for 
developing Cubism alongside his 
friend and colleague, Georges 
Braque. This African-influenced 
abstract form can be described as 
geometric and fractured, and often 
takes on multiple vantage points. 
This form eventually led Picasso 
to develop collage, which employs 
pieces of paper and other synthetic 
materials in a piece of art.

Cubism. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm 

Pablo Picasso. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from  

 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-picasso-pablo-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Pablo Picasso (1921). The Three Musicians [Oil on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH

1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

HISTORY
Wassily Kandinsky was born in Moscow and spent his childhood 
in Odessa, Russia. After graduating from art school, he moved to 
Moscow to study economics and law. While working as a professor, 
he began studying art more seriously. He worked in art and 
education throughout his life, moving between Germany, Russia, 

and France as necessitated by the wars and politics of his time.

CAREER
Kandinsky had an extensive career in both teaching and creating 
art. He worked for a long time in Germany and Russia, creating 
a new style of painting focused on emotion and color. These 
abstract works, as well as his theories and writings, were incredibly 
influential. He taught at the Bauhaus school in Germany and 
continued teaching and creating throughout his later life despite the 
political upheaval surrounding him.

Wassily Kandinsky
1866-1944

Russian Painter

Famous for being the 
first abstract painter 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Composition IV, 1911

Color Study, Squares with 
Concentric Circles, 1913

Composition VII, 1913

Transverse Line, 1923

Several Circles, 1926

KNOWN FOR
Kandinsky is best known for being 
one of the first artists to create 
abstract paintings. His abstract 
works are large, colorful, and 
expressive, featuring very little 
in the way of shapes or lines. He 
thought color was better used to 
express emotion than to capture 
the look of a subject. Kandinsky was 
influenced by music, saying that 
“music is the ultimate teacher.” He 
also wrote extensively on the theory 
of art, believing spirituality played 
an important role in all types of 
creation.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   
 Prentice Hall. 

Wassily Kandinsky (1913). Composition VII [Oil on canvas]. Moscow, The State Tretyakov Gallery
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LEARNING:BEFORE

WHILE MAKING THIS ARTWORK, I WANT TO LEARN:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I LEARNED BECAUSE:

I DID NOT LEARN BECAUSE:
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BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

GOAL:BEFORE

MY GOAL FOR THIS ARTWORK:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

I HAVE NOT YET ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Born in Seoul, South Korea, JooYoung Choi was taken from her 
parents as an infant. A family from Concord, New Hampshire, 
adopted her, but life was lonely for an Asian child growing up in 
1980s Concord. She hoped to become famous so her birth family 
would see her and reconnect. Though she initially studied music, 
Choi went on to complete a BFA at the Massachusetts College 
of Art and Design and an MFA at Lesley University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. While pursuing her undergraduate degree, she 
reunited with her birth family – a reunion that continues to influence 
her art.

CAREER
Since 2004, Choi’s work has been on view in solo and selected 
group exhibitions across the United States. She gives artists’ talks 
as requested and is regularly featured in regional and international 
publications and broadcasts. She lives in Houston, Texas, with her 
artist husband Trenton Doyle Hancock, who also explores identity 
through imagined mythology.

JooYoung Choi
Born 1982

South Korea-
born American 
multidisciplinary artist

Famous for creating 
a fictional world and 
narrative that guides her 
art

FAMOUS WORKS 
Quantum Soup: Spacia and 
Amplexus, 2016

Have Faith For You Have Always 
Been Loved, 2016-2017

A Better Yesterday, 2017 

Resilient Heart and the Tree of 
Miracles, 2018

Like a Bolt Out of the Blue, Faith 
Steps in and Sees You Through, 2019

KNOWN FOR
JooYoung Choi is known for a 
fictional world called Cosmic Womb 
that guides everything she does. It 
is colorful and fun, incorporating 
puppetry, music, painting, 
refrigerator magnets, animation, 
video, felt sculptures, and more. Choi 
mixes autobiography and fantasy, 
promoting the concepts of healing 
and self-worth.

Arning, B. (Ed.) (2017). A better Yesterday: JooYoung Choi, Jack Early, Lily van der Stokker.  
 Houston, TX: Contemporary Arts Museum.

Glentzer, M. (May 2015). Art leads to many discoveries for JooYoung Choi. Houston Chronicle. Retrieved from 
 https://www.houstonchronicle.com/entertainment/arts-theater/article/Art-leads-to-many-disco
veries-for-JooYoung-Choi-6295155.php

Lavin, T. (April 2015). JooYoung Choi’s ‘cosmic womb’ explores issues of adoption and race in America. The Huffington Post. 

Retrieved from https://www.huffpost.com/entry/jooyoung-choi-cosmic-womb_n_
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EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:
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Page 6

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

SP
A

C
E

What is space? How do we 
know that something has 
space? How do we create 

space in art?  

POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE  
HANDPRINTS WHAT IS SPACE? | BEGINNER FRANZ KLINE STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

TE
X

TU
R

E How are texture, color, 
and pattern used to create 

three dimensional art? 
Why do artists create three 

dimensional artworks? 
TEXTURED TISSUE PAPER ANIMAL WHAT IS TEXTURE? | BEGINNER ALMA THOMAS “1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH”

3D

How are texture, color, 
and pattern used to create 

three dimensional art? 
Why do artists create three 

dimensional artworks?

NATURE WITHIN NATURE WHAT IS FORM?  | BEGINNER BARBARA HEPWORTH MINI ARTIST STATEMENT

SCULPTURE PARK ART WHAT IS SCULPTURE? ALEXANDER CALDER EXIT TICKET

CLAY HOUSES WHAT IS SCULPTURE? RACHEL WHITEREAD PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

HISTORY
Franz Kline was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania in 1910. His 
father committed suicide when he was just 7 years old, and his 
mother ended up remarrying and sending Kline to a school for 
fatherless boys. He attended Boston University and then spent 
a year in London at the Heatherley School of Fine Art where he 
would meet his wife. They returned to New York in 1938 where he 
won several awards at the National Academy of Design Annuals 
throughout the early 1940s. Kline died during the peak of his career 
from heart failure in May of 1962.

CAREER
While in New York, Kline is known to have produced cityscapes 
and interior scenes. His foray into abstractionism is largely credited 
to his friend, Willem de Kooning, whose use of a Bell-Opticon 
projector inspired Kline to project a sketch onto a wall. The resulting 
image led him to deeply explore abstraction, positive and negative 
space, and  an almost strict use of black and white. Over the years, 
he experimented with size and some bits of color. While his work 
is grouped together with other abstractionist painters, such as 
Jackson Pollock, his work stands out as its own entity. 

Franz Kline
1910-1962

American Painter

Famous for bold, 
monochromatic abstract 
paintings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Nijinsky, 1950

Chief, 1950

Painting Number 2, 1954

Drawing related to Painting No. 2, 
1954

White Forms, 1955

Mahoning, 1956

KNOWN FOR
Kline is best known for his 
monochromatic abstract paintings 
utilizing broad brushstrokes. They 
were at times compared to Japanese 
calligraphy, though he denied 
there was any connection. His style 
appears to be spontaneous; however, 
he often meticulously planned out 
his work prior to painting. 

Franz Kline. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.moma.org/artists/3148?=undefined&page=&direction=

Franz Kline. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Kline

Franz Kline. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/artist/franz-kline

Franz Kline. (n.d.) Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/franz-kline/ 

Franz Kline (1954). Painting Number 2 [Oil on canvas]. MoMA, New York, NY. 
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HISTORY
Alma Thomas was born in Columbus, Georgia, in 1891, and when 
she was 15, her father moved their family to Washington, D.C. 
Her childhood home was high on a hill where Thomas was able 
to appreciate the color and beauty of the town below. Thomas 
attended Howard University and was the first to graduate from their 
art department in 1924; later Thomas received her Master of Art 
degree in Education, leading to teaching in the public schools for 
over 30 years. At the same time she retired from teaching, Thomas 
was diagnosed with arthritis and almost gave up painting. Thankfully 
she continued her work, as some of her most famous paintings were 
created towards the end of her life.

KNOWN FOR
Inspired by nature’s colors, Thomas’ later paintings appear to have 
gone through expressionist, abstract, and nonobjective phases. 
Another inspiration for Thomas’ paintings was man’s landing on 
the moon in 1969, leading to paintings involving space. Thomas’ 
paintings clearly show how much she studied color theory, based on 
her careful selections. Thomas tended to use watercolors but also 
uses acrylic paint later in life. Thomas favored concentric circles and 
vertical stripes.

CAREER
In 1966, Thomas made her first public appearance with her abstract 
art in an exhibit at Howard University. Thomas’ mentors influenced 
her to go from realistic paintings to abstracts using vibrant coloring. 
In 1972, Thomas was the first African American woman to have a 
one-woman exhibit at Whitney Museum of American Art. Also in 
1972, Thomas’ paintings were displayed in Corcoran Gallery of Art 
and were chosen for permanent display at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York City. Thomas’ work was displayed at the White 
House three times, as well. In the last decade of her life, Thomas 
produced some of her most important works but eventually limited 
her painting time in her final years due to her arthritis.

Alma
Thomas

1891-1978

American Abstract 
Painter

Famous for abstract 
paintings using water-
color, acrylic paint, and 
intense colors

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Stormy Sea, 1958

Iris, Tulips, Jonquils, and Crocuses, 1969

Apollo 12 “Splash Down,” 1970

Atmospheric Effects I, 1970

Snoopy Sees Earth Wrapped in Sunset, 
1970

Autumn Leaves Fluttering in the Breeze, 
1973

Alma Thomas. (n.d.). Retrieved from americanart.si.edu/artist/alma-thomas-4778.

Alma Woodsey Thomas. (n.d.). Retrieved from nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/alma-woodsey-thomas. 

Alma Thomas (1970). Apollo 12 “Splash Down” [Acrylic and graphite on canvas]. Michael Rosenfeld Gallery LLC, New York, NY
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1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH

1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

NCAS - VA:Cr1.2.1a  
Use observation and investigation 

in preparation for making a  
work of art.

NCAS - VA:Cr2.1.1a Experiment 
with various materials and tools 
to explore personal interests in a 

work of art or design.

NCAS - VA:Cr3.1.1a Use art 
vocabulary to describe choices 

while creating art.

NCAS - VA:Re.7.2.1a  
Compare images that represent 

the same subject.

NCAS - VA:Cn11.1.1a Understand 
that people from different places 

and times have made art for a 
variety of reasons.

1ST GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Barbara Hepworth was born in Yorkshire, England. As a girl she 
traveled the countryside with her civil engineer father, who worked 
for the West Riding County Council. Hepworth attended Wakefield 
Girls’ High School and the Leeds School of Art before moving to 
London to study sculpture at the Royal College of Art. A year after 
graduating, she was awarded a West Riding Scholarship for a one-
year opportunity to travel abroad. She went to Italy, where a master-
carver taught her how to carve marble.

KNOWN FOR
Hepworth is known for her simple, beautiful works made out of 
a wide range of materials. She believed in letting the physical 
characteristics of those materials guide her work rather than forcing 
the materials into a shape. Her work is renowned for its brilliant use 
of form and negative space. She wanted to create pieces that had 
a calming effect. To achieve that, she let the landscape and nature 

inspire her.

CAREER
Hepworth’s early work depicted recognizable figures, but it became 
more abstract as other artists’ influences changed her approach. 
She and her family moved to the seaside town of St. Ives in Cornwall 
at the outbreak of World War II, and she began incorporating the 
shapes and sights of coastal life into her pieces. Though she had four 
children, Hepworth saw motherhood as an inspiration rather than an 
obstacle, and she scheduled daily time for creating her artwork. Her 
work was respected and popular throughout her lifetime, but her 
career was cut short when she died in a fire in her studio in 1975.

Barbara 
Hepworth

1903-1975

English sculptor

Famous for her simple 
Modernist forms

FAMOUS WORKS 
Mother and Child, 1927

Pierced Form, 1932

Pelagos, 1946

Two Figures (Menhirs), 1954-55

Winged Figure, 1961-62

Curtis, P. (2001). Barbara Hepworth. Revised edition. London: Tate.

Hepworth, B. (1978). Barbara Hepworth: A Pictorial Autobiography. London: Tate Gallery.

Barbara Hepworth (1946). Pelagos [Elm and strings on oak base]. 
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________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

HISTORY
Alexander Calder was born outside of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
into a family with a deeply embedded art background. His parents, 
a sculptor and a portrait painter, cultivated his desire to create from 
a young age. Initially, he did not pursue art in college, instead opting 
to go to Stevens Institute of Technology where he earned a degree 
in engineering. Several years later, Calder changed course and 
decided to become an artist. While on assignment to sketch circus 
scenes for the National Police Gazette, he discovered a love of the 
circus that would remain for the rest of his life.

CAREER
Calder created an enormous body of work, ranging from oil 
painting to jewelry to sculpture, throughout the course of his life. 
His engineering background is apparent in the thoughtful way he 
employed structure and movement in his pieces. He was heavily 
influenced by Piet Mondrian, an abstract artist whose studio 
inspired Calder to gravitate toward abstractionism himself. Calder 
enjoyed many accomplishments in his life, the final one being the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Bicentennial Artist Award 
from the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York City in 1976 
(Artnet, n.d.), which also, coincidentally, happened to be the year he 
died.

Alexander Calder
1898-1976

American Sculptor

Famous for his 
innovative use of wire 
and movement in 
sculpture

FAMOUS WORKS 
Cirque Calder, 1926-31

Rearing Stallion, 1928

Cascading Flowers, 1949

Four White Petals, 1960 

La Grand vitesse, 1969

Model for East Building Mobile, 1972

KNOWN FOR
Growing out of his love of the circus 

emerged an innovative use of wire 

and materials that would evolve into 

Calder creating what’s been referred 

to as “mobiles” and “stabiles.” The 

mobiles were capable of movement, 

while stabiles were grounded and 

often huge. 

Alexander Calder. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.nga.gov/collection/artist-info.2047.html?artobj_  
 artistId=2047&sortOrder=CHRONOLOGICAL&pageNumber=5&lastFacet=sortOrder#biography

Calder’s Life: Biography (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.calder.org/life/photobiography

Alexander Calder (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/alexander-calder/

Who is Alexander Calder?. (n.d.). Retrieved from  
 https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/alexander-calder-848/who-is-alexander-calder

Alexander Calder (1960). Four White Petals [Painted sheet metal].
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HISTORY
Rachel Whiteread was born in Essex, England, but moved to 
London when she was seven years old. Her mother was an artist, so 
Whiteread knew from a young age that she wanted to create art, 
too. She studied painting and sculpture at Brighton Polytechnic and 
later at the Slade School of Fine Art in London. Whiteread has two 
sons, Connor and Tommy, who live with her in London.

CAREER
After graduating, Whiteread quickly developed her casting 
technique and was featured in her first exhibition in a London 
gallery. Unlike her artist peers at the time, she soon discovered that 
she was not interested in promoting her work within the media. 
Despite this, she was recognized by the art world when she was 
awarded the Turner Prize in 1993, the first woman to earn that 
honor. Her most debated work, House, was the casting of the entire 
interior of a three-story house in London. In 2006, Whiteread was 
named Commander of the Order of the British Empire.

Rachel Whiteread
Born 1963

British Sculptor

Famous for her plaster-
cast sculptures of 
negative spaces - the 
spaces inside, between, 
and around objects

FAMOUS WORKS 
Ghost, 1990

Torso, 1991

House, 1993

Holocaust Memorial, 1995-2000

Embankment, 2005

KNOWN FOR
Whiteread is best known for her 
plaster castings of negative spaces. 
She is fascinated by the space 
within, between, and around objects, 
preserving the everyday and giving 
attention to forgotten spaces by 
casting them into solid things. She 
works in various sizes, from casting 
small items like the inside of a hot 
water bottle, to large items like an 
entire house! Whiteread has received 
both positive and negative critiques 
of her work but has continued 
exploring her signature style 
throughout her career.

Kuiper, K. (2019, April 16). Rachel Whiteread. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rachel-Whiteread

Rachel Whiteread Artworks & Famous Paintings. (n.d.). Retrieved from 

 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-whiteread-rachel-artworks.htm

Rachel Whiteread (1993). House [Sculpture]. London. 
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PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

Something I like 
about your art is…

I can tell you put a 
lot of effort into...

A suggestion I 
have is…
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EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:
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Page 7

2ND GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

VA
LU

E

What is value and where do 
we see lightness and darkness 

in the world around us? 
How does value represent 
emotions? How can we use 

value in art? MOONLIT MIDNIGHT WHAT IS VALUE? | BEGINNER VIJA CELMINS GOT IT! 

C
O

LO
R

How does color 
communicate feeling and 

meaning? Where does 
color have meaning in the 

world around us? 

MORSE CODE MESSAGES WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER MARK ROTHKO EXIT TICKET

 BUBBLE ART WATER LILIES WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER CLAUDE MONET PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

FAUVISM ON THE FARM WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER HENRI MATISSE GALLERY WALK GUIDE

SP
A

C
E What does it mean to have 

space? How do artists 
create space in artwork?

COLORFUL CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIES WHAT IS SPACE? | BEGINNER PAUL CEZANNE STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

HISTORY
Born in Latvia, Vija Celmins immigrated to the United States in 1948. 
After graduating with both a BFA and an MFA in art, she taught at 
the collegiate level before gaining international recognition with her 
renditions of natural scenes based on photographs. Her mastery of 
detail and accuracy using different media, such as charcoal, oil, and 
printmaking processes, have brought her many awards.

CAREER
For more than five decades, Celmins has been creating 
mesmerizing, exquisitely detailed small-scale artworks of the 
physical world, including oceans, desert floors, and night skies. One 
of the few women to be recognized as a noteworthy artist in 1960’s 
Los Angeles, she moved to New York City, where she continues to 
live and work. In early 2019, her global debut To Fix the Image in 
Memory at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art featured more 
than 140 paintings, drawings, and sculptures.

Vija Celmins
Born 1938

Latvian-American Visual 
Artist

Famous for her work as 
a Photorealist, capturing 
natural environments 
and phenomena in her 
paintings and drawings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Untitled (Ocean), 1970

Desert, 1975

Strata, 1983

Night Sky #19, 1998

Untitled (Web #1), 1999

KNOWN FOR
Vija Celmins creates subtle, often 
delicate monochromatic paintings, 
drawings, and prints, largely based 
on her own photographs of nature. 
To do this, she uses graphite, erasers, 
electric erasers, and charcoal dust to 
explore spatial implications. Clemins’ 
work leaves the viewer with a sense 
of wonder and quietude.

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper   

 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Vija Celmins. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.artsy.net/artist/vija-celmins

Vija Celmins: To Fix the Image in Memory. (2019). San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  

 Retrieved from https://www.sfmoma.org/exhibition/vija-celmins/

Vija Celmins. (2018). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/vija-celmins/biography

Vija Celmins (1970). Untitled (Ocean)  [Graphite and acrylic on paper].  
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HISTORY
Mark Rothko emigrated from Russia to the United States when he 
was 10. He graduated from his Portland, Oregon, high school in only 
three years and spent the next two years at Yale. He found a job 
in New York, where he wandered into an art class to meet a friend 
and was inspired to enroll in classes himself. Rothko also loved the 
theater and unsuccessfully tried his hand at acting. Biographers say 
his experience painting theatrical scenery influenced his artwork, 
particularly his murals.

KNOWN FOR
Rothko was known for his large abstract color field paintings. He was 
a master of color and used it to convey emotion and spirituality in his 
work. He fought for artists’ freedom of expression and refused to sell 
his work when he didn’t feel the buyer’s purpose fit with his personal 
vision. He turned down an award from the Guggenheim Foundation 

because he didn’t believe that art should be competitive.

CAREER
Expressionism influenced Rothko’s early work, but in the 1940s he 
moved to a more abstract style. At the end of that decade, he took 
recognizable figures out of his pieces and began painting soft-edged 
blocks of color, or “sectionals,” a technique he continued for the rest 
of his life. From 1964-1967, he created 14 large black murals for The 
Rothko Chapel in Houston, Texas. The black in these paintings varies 
with each day’s light, so every visitor experiences a slightly different 
version of the artwork. Sadly, Rothko died in 1970, before the chapel’s 
opening in 1971.

Mark
Rothko

1903-1970

Russian-American 
Painter

Famous for large 
abstract color field 
paintings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Crucifixion, 1935

Entrance to Subway, 1938 

Oedipus, 1944

Four Darks in Red, 1958

Untitled, Black on Gray, 1969

Breslin, J. (1993). Mark Rothko: A Biography. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press.

Rothko, C. (2015). Mark Rothko: From the Inside Out. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press

Mark Rothko (1958). Four Darks in Red [Oil on canvas]. Whitney Museum of American Art, New York. 
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GOT IT! 
GOT IT! 

I met the goal because...
GOAL NOT YET

I haven’t met the 
goal yet because...

I created my  
artwork with intention..

I used materials 
properly.

I challenged and 
practiced my  

creativity.

__________________________ is ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________.
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EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

NCAS - VA:Cr1 .2 .2a Make art or 
design with various materials and 
tools to explore personal interests, 

questions, and curiosity.

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .2a Experiment 
with various materials and tools 
to explore personal interests in a 

work of art or design.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .1 .2a Perceive and 
describe aesthetic characteristics 

of one’s natural world
and constructed environments.

NCAS - VA:Pr4 .1 .2a Categorize 
artwork based on a theme or 

concept for an exhibit.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .2a Create 
works of art about events in 

home, school, or community life.

2ND GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
At an early age, Claude Monet developed a love of drawing. He filled 
his school books with sketches of people, including caricatures of 
his teachers. He later began working on plein air painting, which 
became his preferred method of artmaking. After gaining fame in 
the 1880s, he moved to Giverny, where he created famed paintings 

of his ponds and gardens.

CAREER
Monet served in the Army in the early 1860s, but after contracting 
typhoid, he left the service and began studying to be a painter. He 
was soon recognized as such and painted his famous Impression: 
Sunrise in 1872. He continued developing his style and working 
with other Impressionists until settling into a home in Giverny. He 
focused much of his remaining career on painting the water lilies, 
pond, and bridge found on the grounds there. He died in 1926 as a 
wealthy and famous man.

Claude Monet
1840-1926

French Painter

Famous for starting the 
Impressionist painting 
movement, which 
was concerned with 
capturing light and 
natural forms

FAMOUS WORKS 
Impression: Sunrise, 1872

Poppies, 1873

Woman with a Parasol, 1875

Grainstack (Sunset), 1891

Rouen Cathedral, 1894

The Houses of Parliament, 1903

KNOWN FOR
Monet is one of the most famous 
painters in the history of art and a 
leading figure in the Impressionist 
movement. He painted from 
observation, trying to capture 
nature as he saw it. In doing so, he 
challenged the prevailing ideas about 
color, composition, and perspective. 
He is known for broad strokes of 
color and intricately constructed 
textures. He would often forego any 
sense of depth in his paintings and 
use color and composition in novel 
ways.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   
 Prentice Hall. 

Claude Monet (1872). Impression: Sunrise [Oil on canvas]. Musée Marmottan Monet, Paris
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PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

Something I like 
about your art is…

I can tell you put a 
lot of effort into...

A suggestion I 
have is…

HISTORY
Henri Matisse originally went to school to become a lawyer in 1887, 
but two years later, his mother bought him art supplies following 
his bout of appendicitis. Painting brought Matisse so much joy 
that he left law school for the art school Académie Julian in 1891. 
Originally Matisse painted still-lifes and landscapes, but he was also a 
draughtsman, printmaker, and sculptor.

KNOWN FOR
Matisse was a struggling artist for the majority of his career. However, 
he is known for being one of the founding members of the “Fauves” 
group. Fauvism was a movement in the early 20th century that used 
strong colors that would not ordinarily be found in the still-life or 
landscape.

CAREER
In 1896, Matisse was an associate member of Société Nationale, 
meaning that yearly he could show his work without needing to 
submit it for review at the Salon de la Société. Originally Fauvism was 
unliked; in fact, foreigners appreciated Matisse’s work more than his 
fellow Frenchmen. As his career continued, Matisse became close 
friends with well-known figures such as Pablo Picasso and Gertrude 
Stein.

Henri 
Matisse

1869-1954

French
Draughtsman, 
printmaker, sculptor, but 
primarily a painter

Famous for founding 
the short-lived Fauvist 
Movement

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Green Line (Portrait of Madame 
Matisse), 1905). 

Dance, 1910

Woman with a Hat, 1905

Henri Matisse biography. (2011). Retrieved from www.henrimatisse.org/.

The personal life of Henri Matisse. (2011). Retrieved from www.henri-matisse.net/biography.html. 

Henri Matisse (1905). Woman with a Hat [Oil on canvas]. San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.
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Name:        Class:

GALLERY WALK GUIDE

What is the arti
st 

doi
ng

 re
al

ly
 w

el
l?

 

Sketch an artwork that you noticed:

What
materials is 
the artist using 
to make their 
artwork? 

What 
words of 

encouragement 
would you give 

the artist?

W

hy did you notice that artw
ork

? 

What else could the artist do to 
make their artwork more successful? 

HISTORY
Born into a wealthy family, Paul Cezanne was expected to enter 
law. After persuading his father to let him study art, Cezanne nearly 
dropped out of art school, depressed that he wasn’t as technically 
proficient as the other students. After a period of dark work, 
Cezanne explored Impressionism, taking his canvases outside all 
over the countryside to paint, which was still considered radical. His 
emphasis on the underlying structure of his subjects foreshadowed 
Cubism.

CAREER
Isolated, socially awkward, and sometimes violent, Cezanne 
struggled throughout his life to express in paint his revolutionary 
ideas about the nature of art. He explored the properties of line, 
plane, and color and often painted objects in one hue to produce 
the greatest effect of fullness of form. Cezanne believed artists 
should use cylinders, spheres, and cones to represent art in 
nature. Modern critics find the dignity of form in Cezanne’s work 
reminiscent of the simplicity of form that produced Classical art.

Paul Cezanne
1839-1906

French Painter

Famous for being one 
of the greatest Post-
Impressionists

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Basket of Apples, 1893

Mont Saint-Victoire with Viaduct,  

1885-1887

KNOWN FOR
Cezanne is known as the most 
significant pioneer of 20th-century 
abstract painting. His spatial 
explorations paved the way for 
Cubism and Fauvism. Picasso 
declared Cezanne as “the father of 
us all.”

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Huyghe, R. (2019, January 29). Paul Cezanne. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Cezanne

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.  

Cezanne, P. (1893). The Basket of Apples [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL.
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:
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Page 8

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

SH
A

PE

How are shapes used in 
art? How are shapes used 

to make art together?  

MATH: SYMBOLS AND SHAPES WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER ARTISTS WHO USE NUMBERS STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

B
A

LA
N

C
E What is balance? Where 

do we see balance in the 
world around us? How do 
artists create balance in 

artwork?  
FANCY FOLK ART FLOWERS WHAT IS SPACE? | BEGINNER TAKASHI MURAKAMI TWO STARS AND A WISH

3D

How are balance, color, 
and shape used to create 
sculpture? When and how 
do we encounter sculpture 

in the world around us?

COLLAGE VS. ASSEMBLAGE WHAT IS FORM? | BEGINNER LOUISE NEVELSON MINI ARTIST STATEMENT

ASPIRING ARCHITECTS WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? ZAHA HADID ARTIST STATEMENT TEMPLATE

RECYCLE AND REFILL:  
REUSABLE BOOKS WHAT IS SCULPTURE? LOUISE NEVELSON 3 2 1 SELF REFLECTION

ARTISTS WHO USE NUMBERS IN THEIR WORK

KUMI YAMASHITA was born in Japan 
but relocated to the United States when 
she was in high school. She attended 
art school in Seattle, Washington, and 
Glasgow, Scotland. She now lives in 
New York City. Her work uses light and 
everyday objects to create intriguing 
forms using the shadows.

JASPER JOHNS was born in Georgia 
but spent most of his early life in South 
Carolina. He studied briefly at the Parsons 
School of Art and Design. After being 
stationed in Japan during the Korean 
War, he returned to New York to pursue 
his career as an artist. Johns is known for 
his encaustic technique and for elevating 
everyday symbols to the level of art.

ROBERT INDIANA is one of the most 
visible “Pop Artists” from the 1960s due 
to his iconic use of words and numbers 
in his boldly colored work. He is perhaps 
best known for his sculpture Love. He has 
used numbers in paintings, prints, and 
sculptures.
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HISTORY
Japanese animation appealed to Takashi Murakami from a young age. 
He initially planned to study background art for animations. Instead, 
he focused on the traditional Japanese painting style Nihonga at 
the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music, where his early 
work reflected the post-World War II relationship between Japan and 
the United States. After graduation, a fellowship in New York inspired 
him to combine his strengths in Nihonga with the Japanese pop 
culture forms of anime and manga. He created his anime-inspired 
figure Mr. DOB after researching the worldwide success of characters 
like Mickey Mouse and Hello Kitty.

KNOWN FOR
Known as the Andy Warhol of Japan, Murakami creates bright, 
colorful paintings, sculptures, and fashion. His classical training 
combined with the “low art” of cartoonish, marketable subject matter 
blurs the line between fine and commercial art. His Kaikai Kiki Co. 
allows him to mass-market his creations, with Murakami providing 
artistic oversight while trained assistants do the hands-on work.

CAREER
Murakami’s first European exhibition coincided with Mr. DOB’s 
increasing popularity in the mid-1990s. He founded the Hiropon 
Factory, which evolved into the KaiKai Kiki Co., to mass produce 
his sought-after creations. In 2000, Murakami presented “A Theory 
of Super Flat Japanese Art” at a group exhibition, referring to the 
two-dimensional nature of Japanese anime and manga while also 
commenting on the shallowness of consumerism. Two years later, 
Murakami began a collaboration with fashion brand Louis Vuitton, 
and since then he has worked with pop musicians including Kanye 
West, G-Dragon, and Pharrell Williams. He mentors up-and-coming 
Japanese artists.

Takashi 
Murakami

Born 1962

Japanese contemporary 
artist

Famous fun, colorful 
work that mixes fine art 
and pop culture

FAMOUS WORKS 
727, 1996

Wink, 2001

Eye Love SUPERFLAT, 2003

Jellyfish Eyes, 2013

Hollow, 2014

Flowers in Heaven, 2010

Darling, M. (Ed.) (2017). Takashi Murakami: The octopus eats its own leg. New York, NY: Skira Rizzoli.

Estiler, K. (April 2019). ‘Mr. DOB’: Takashi Murakami’s most famous character explained. Hypebeast. Retrieved from 
 https://hypebeast.com/2019/4/takashi-murakami-mr-dob-character-history

Murakami, T. (2005). Summon monsters? Open the door? Heal? Or die? New York, NY: Hiropon

Takashi Murakama (2010). Flowers in Heaven [Offset lithograph]. 
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TWO STARS AND A WISH
Write down two elements you think you showed excellent craftsmanship with and one thing 

you wish you would have done better or spent more time on.

2ND GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Louise Nevelson was born in Kiev, Russia, in 1899, but a few years 
later her family settled in Rockland, Maine. Nevelson knew she 
wanted to be an artist at an early age and studied different media - 
painting, sculpture, printing - in Germany and New York. In the 1940s 
she began experimenting with different materials, like the junk she 
found on the streets of New York. She gained notoriety over the next 
few decades for her monumental assemblage art and personal style.

KNOWN FOR
Louise Nevelson is known for challenging ideas of female sculpture 
with her abstract expressionist sculpture walls. The walls are made 
with objects, from architectural scraps to knick-knacks and furniture 
pieces, that Nevelson carefully arranged and then spray-painted 
monochromatically in black, white, and occasionally gold. The 
individual objects come together to create unified stories of culture, 
nature, and feminine identity. Alongside her art, Nevelson is known 
for her distinctive personal style, characterized by glamorous outfits, 
heavy makeup, and unique hairstyles.

CAREER
At age 33, Nevelson moved to Germany to study Cubism with 
Hans Hofmann. She followed Hofmann to New York City, where she 
studied various media at the Art Students League and developed 
a Modernist style. Years later she began working with wood and 
other found materials but didn’t gain recognition until her work was 
exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art. From there, other galleries 
and collectors began clamoring for her work. When she was 80 years 
old, she created the Louise Nevelson Plaza in lower Manhattan, the 
first plaza in New York dedicated to an artist.Neel did not gain much 
recognition until the 1970s.

Louise
Nevelson

1899-1988

American Sculptor

Famous for large-
scale, monochromatic 
assemblage sculptures

FAMOUS WORKS 
Sky Cathedral, 1958

Black Wall, 1959

Dawn’s Wedding Feast, 1959

Royal Tide I, 1960

Shadows and Flags, 1978

Biography.com Editors. (2014, April 2). Louise Nevelson biography.  
 Retrieved from https://www.biography.com/people/louise-nevelson-20854319 

Louise Nevelson. Retrieved from https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/artist/louise-nevelson 

Louise Nevelson (1958). Sky Cathedral [Paint on wood]. 
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________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

HISTORY
Zaha Hadid was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to an artist mother and 
highly successful industrialist father. When Hadid was six, an 
architect friend of her father’s visited with his drawings and models, 
and seeing the model in her living room triggered Hadid’s interest. 
She went to boarding schools in England and Switzerland as a child, 
studied math at the American University of Beirut, and attended the 
Architectural Association School of Architecture in London. After 
graduation, she moved to Rotterdam to work with two of her former 
professors at the Office for Metropolitan Architecture.

CAREER
Hadid opened her own firm, Zaha Hadid Architects, in 1980. Several 
of her early designs won awards and critical acclaim but never 
moved beyond the sketch phase. Her first notable built project was 
the Vitra Fire Station in Germany, an angular structure that looks 
somewhat like a flying bird. She went on to place her buildings on 
all different types of landscapes throughout the world. In 2004, 
Hadid was the first woman to receive The Pritzker Architecture 
Prize, an international award that honors living architects for their 
significant achievement.

Zaha Hadid
1950-2016

Iraqi-British architect 
and designer

Famous for for her 
creative, futuristic 
designs

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Fire Station Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, 1993 

Zaragoza Bridge Pavilion Zaragoza, 
Spain, 2008

Guangzhou Opera House 
Guangzhou, China, 2010

London Aquatics Centre London, 
England, 2011

Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, 
Azerbaijan, 2013

KNOWN FOR
Hadid believed that architecture is 
about the creation of pleasant and 
stimulating settings for all aspects of 
life. She is known for her innovative 
buildings that seemingly transform, 
depending on where the viewer 
is standing. Her architectural and 
product designs incorporate curved 
swoops, sharp angles, and other 
unique forms.

Betsky, A. (2018). The Complete Zaha Hadid: Expanded and Updated. London: Thames & Hudson.

Kühl, I. (2008). 50 Architects You Should Know. New York: Prestel.

Zaha Hadid (2013). Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, Azerbaijan  
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_____________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  ______________________________. 

I made it by  _________________________________________. 

I used the following materials  __________________________

_______________________ and _________________________. 

I am proudest of  _____________________________________. 

While creating my artwork, I learned  ____________________. 

Next time, I will  ______________________________________

____________________________________________________.

ARTIST STATEMENT

HISTORY
Louise Nevelson was born in Kiev, Russia, in 1899, but a few years 
later her family settled in Rockland, Maine. Nevelson knew she 
wanted to be an artist at an early age and studied different media - 
painting, sculpture, printing - in Germany and New York. In the 1940s 
she began experimenting with different materials, like the junk she 
found on the streets of New York. She gained notoriety over the next 
few decades for her monumental assemblage art and personal style.

KNOWN FOR
Louise Nevelson is known for challenging ideas of female sculpture 
with her abstract expressionist sculpture walls. The walls are made 
with objects, from architectural scraps to knick-knacks and furniture 
pieces, that Nevelson carefully arranged and then spray-painted 
monochromatically in black, white, and occasionally gold. The 
individual objects come together to create unified stories of culture, 
nature, and feminine identity. Alongside her art, Nevelson is known 
for her distinctive personal style, characterized by glamorous outfits, 
heavy makeup, and unique hairstyles.

CAREER
At age 33, Nevelson moved to Germany to study Cubism with 
Hans Hofmann. She followed Hofmann to New York City, where she 
studied various media at the Art Students League and developed 
a Modernist style. Years later she began working with wood and 
other found materials but didn’t gain recognition until her work was 
exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art. From there, other galleries 
and collectors began clamoring for her work. When she was 80 years 
old, she created the Louise Nevelson Plaza in lower Manhattan, the 
first plaza in New York dedicated to an artist.Neel did not gain much 
recognition until the 1970s.

Louise
Nevelson

1899-1988

American Sculptor

Famous for large-
scale, monochromatic 
assemblage sculptures

FAMOUS WORKS 
Sky Cathedral, 1958

Black Wall, 1959

Dawn’s Wedding Feast, 1959

Royal Tide I, 1960

Shadows and Flags, 1978

Biography.com Editors. (2014, April 2). Louise Nevelson biography.  
 Retrieved from https://www.biography.com/people/louise-nevelson-20854319 

Louise Nevelson. Retrieved from https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/artist/louise-nevelson 

Louise Nevelson (1958). Sky Cathedral [Paint on wood]. 
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Name:        Class:

things I learned from the creation of this artwork:

things I wish I could change about this artwork: 

thing I will never forget about this artmaking:

theartofeducation.edu

3, 2, 1 
SELF REFLECTION

Copyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

3

2

1

NCAS - VA:Cr1 .2 .2a Make art or 
design with various materials and 
tools to explore personal interests, 

questions, and curiosity.

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .2a Experiment 
with various materials and tools 
to explore personal interests in a 

work of art or design.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .1 .2a Perceive and 
describe aesthetic characteristics 

of one’s natural world
and constructed environments.

NCAS - VA:Pr4 .1 .2a Categorize 
artwork based on a theme or 

concept for an exhibit.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .2a Create 
works of art about events in 

home, school, or community life.
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Page 9

3RD GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

LI
N

E

How can lines be used to 
create art that is abstract 

and realistic? Where do we 
see things that are real and 

abstract in the world around 
us? LINE AND SHAPES OF UNITY WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER JOAN MITCHELL GOT IT! 

C
O

LO
R

What is a still life? Why 
would an artist create a 

still life? 

What is nature? Where do 
we see nature in the world 
around us? How do artists 

use nature? 

What is culture? Where do 
we see culture in the world 
around us? How do artists 

use culture? 

MONOCHROMATIC STILL LIFE WHAT IS VALUE? | BEGINNER PAUL CEZANNE COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE 1

COLORFUL LEAF PRINTS WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER CHRISTO & JEAN CLAUDE COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE 2

COLLAGED ALEBRIJES WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER YAYOI KUSAMA
BEFORE & AFTER SELF  

ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

SH
A

PE

What is shape? Where do 
shapes have meaning in 

the world around us? How 
do artists use shape? 

STAMPED CUBISM STILL LIFE WHAT IS FORM? | BEGINNER PABLO PICASSO EXIT SLIP 3 2 1

HISTORY
Joan Mitchell was born into an upper-middle class family on February 
12, 1925. Her mother, Marion Strobel Mitchell, was a poet and co-
founder of Poetry magazine and her father, James Herbert, worked 
as a dermatologist and was active in the medical field eventually 
becoming the President of the American Dermatological Association. 
They were supportive parents to her and her sister, Sally, and held 
them to extremely high standards–ones that very often felt out of 
reach. When Mitchell was a young girl, she would frequent the Art 
Institute of Chicago with her family and began taking weekend 
classes during her early elementary years. She was an athletic youth 
and excelled in figure skating. Her father pushed Mitchell to pursue 
a conventional education as an English major at Smith College in 
Massachusetts, which she does from 1942-1944, while attending 
summer art camps in Michigan where she learns lithography and 
painting. She switches schools and returns to Chicago to earn 
her BFA and later her Masters at the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. In 1949, she married former schoolmate from her time at 
Francis W. Parker School, Barnet Rosset. The pair traveled throughout 
Europe and moved back to the United States before separating in 
1951. Despite their split, they were lifelong friends. Mitchell had many 
dogs throughout her adulthood, and they appear through titles of her 
paintings. In 1984, Mitchell begins to feel the effects of cancer and 
undergoes surgeries and hospital stays. She continues working for 
the remainder of her life. On October 30, 1992, Joan Mitchell passes 

away from lung cancer. 

CAREER
From an early age, Mitchell was interested in art and literature. 
According to her father’s wishes, she began her higher education 
pathway towards a degree in English but switched directions early 
on to the fine arts. She was a contributing member of the second 
wave of Abstract Expressionists. She was friends with many artists 
in the New York art scene, in Pairis, France and eventually settled to 
the French countryside. Her art is, and has been, celebrated around 
the world through retrospective exhibitions, collections, publications 
and more. She established a lasting legacy through the Joan Mitchell 
Foundation which works to aid artists through grants, residencies, 
resources and other initiatives. There are numerous downloads, 
posters and lesson plan ideas there for educators to access for 
student learning. 

Joan Mitchell

1925–1992

American Abstract 
Expressionist Painter & 
Printmaker

FAMOUS WORKS 
Ladybug, 1957

The Poems. 1960

Trees, 1990-91

Sunflowers, 1990-91

Ici, 1992

Albers, P. (2011). Joan Mitchell: Lady painter; a life. New York: Knopf.

Joan Mitchell Foundation. (n.d.). Joan Mitchell Foundation. Retrieved from https://joanmitchellfoundation.org/

National Museum of Women in the Arts. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/joan-mitchell
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KNOWN FOR
Joan Mitchell’s paintings can be 
recognized by their quick and 
confident brushstrokes. She is known 
for using rhythmic lines that produce 
paintings of lyrical qualities. She 
imagined her art as visual poetry. 
Her colors are vibrant and energetic. 
Often inspired by her surrounding 
landscapes, Mitchell sought not to 
replicate the scene but to rather 
paint what it left her with. So to 
speak, they gave life to her memories 
of people, places, experiences, 
feelings, and things. The scale of her 
pieces are typically large–even her 
printmaking work is quite sizable 
and her body of work is impressively 
large, as well. 

HISTORY
Born into a wealthy family, Paul Cezanne was expected to enter 
law. After persuading his father to let him study art, Cezanne nearly 
dropped out of art school, depressed that he wasn’t as technically 
proficient as the other students. After a period of dark work, 
Cezanne explored Impressionism, taking his canvases outside all 
over the countryside to paint, which was still considered radical. His 
emphasis on the underlying structure of his subjects foreshadowed 
Cubism.

CAREER
Isolated, socially awkward, and sometimes violent, Cezanne 
struggled throughout his life to express in paint his revolutionary 
ideas about the nature of art. He explored the properties of line, 
plane, and color and often painted objects in one hue to produce 
the greatest effect of fullness of form. Cezanne believed artists 
should use cylinders, spheres, and cones to represent art in 
nature. Modern critics find the dignity of form in Cezanne’s work 
reminiscent of the simplicity of form that produced Classical art.

Paul Cezanne
1839-1906

French Painter

Famous for being one 
of the greatest Post-
Impressionists

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Basket of Apples, 1893

Mont Saint-Victoire with Viaduct,  

1885-1887

KNOWN FOR
Cezanne is known as the most 
significant pioneer of 20th-century 
abstract painting. His spatial 
explorations paved the way for 
Cubism and Fauvism. Picasso 
declared Cezanne as “the father of 
us all.”

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Huyghe, R. (2019, January 29). Paul Cezanne. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Cezanne

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.  

Cezanne, P. (1893). The Basket of Apples [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL.

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

GOT IT! 
GOT IT! 

I met the goal because...
GOAL NOT YET

I haven’t met the 
goal yet because...

I created my  
artwork with intention..

I used materials 
properly.

I challenged and 
practiced my  

creativity.

__________________________ is ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________.
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INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Color the color wheel using the correct primary and secondary colors. 

Red

Blue

Yellow

COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE: 1

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .3a Create 
personally satisfying artwork 

using a variety of artistic 
processes and materials.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .3a Elaborate 
visual information by adding 

details in an artwork to enhance 
emerging meaning.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .2 .3a Determine 
messages communicated by an 

image.

NCAS - VA:Pr6 .1 .3a Identify and 
explain how and where different 

cultures record and illustrate 
stories and history of life through 

art.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .3a Develop a 
work of art based on observations 

of surroundings.

3RD GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

Christo Vladimirov Javacheff 

        Born 1935 

        Bulgarian-born American

Jeanne-Claude Marie Denat 

        Lived 1935-2009

        French-born American

        Environmental Artists

        Famous for their public,
        temporary, and grandeur  
        environmental installations.

FAMOUS WORKS 
Realized:

Surrounded Islands, 1980-1983

The Floating Piers, 2014-2016

Running Fence, 1972-1976

Wrapped Reichstag, 1971-1995

London Mastaba 

In Progress:

L’Arc de Triomphe, 1962-2020

The Mastaba, since 1977

Christo and Jeanne-Claude. (2016, June 30). The Floating Piers  [Video file]. Retrieved from https://vimeo.com/172910439

Gmurzynska, K., & Rastorfer, M. (2016). Christo and Jeanne-Claude: Works in progress. Zurich: Galerie Gmurzynska.

Goheen, E. R. (1978). Wrapped walk ways: Loose Park, Kansas City, Missouri, 1977-78. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams.

Home (2019). Retrieved from https://christojeanneclaude.net/

Kastner, J., & Wallis, B. (2015). Land and environmental art. London: Phaidon Press.

Lailach, M., & Grosenick, U. (2007). Land art. Hong Kong: Taschen.
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HISTORY
Both Christo Vladimirov Javacheff and Jeanne-Claude Marie 
Denat were born on the same day of the same year, but in 
different countries. He was born in Bulgaria and she was born in 
Morocco. The two meet in Paris, France, in 1958, when Christo 
painted portraits of Jeanne-Claude’s mother. Their son, Cyril, was 
born in 1960. A year later, they completed their first temporary 
outdoor installation. Since then, they’ve travelled the world 
creating massive installations together. Christo has continued 
their artistic endeavors alone after his wife’s death in 2009. He’s 
currently carrying on with the wrapping of L’Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris, France. They conceived of this idea in 1962 and it is due to 
premiere on April 6, 2020 for the duration of two weeks.

KNOWN FOR
Christo and Jeanne-Claude are globally known for transforming 
landscapes and architecture into large-scale temporary 
installations. They are famous for using fabric to materialize 
their visions by wrapping coastlines, buildings, trees, walkways; 
surrounding islands with it; and dividing terrain with enormous 
lengths of material. Because the work is temporary, it creates an 
urgency to see it before it is gone. The scope, scale and duration 
of their installations leads viewers into a ephemeral aesthetic 
experience that lives on beyond its showing through drawings, 
videos and photographs of the realized works. 

CAREER
Christo and Jeanne-Claude have a spansive art career lasting 
over 5 decades. Their first outdoor collaboration was Stacked Oil 
Barrels and Dockside Packages in 1961. Although their installations 
are intentionally temporary in nature, the preparatory phases 
of the projects can take many months, years and even decades 
to contextualize. The development period for each project is 
intensive and thorough--they would be an excellent example for 
students to study in regards to the development of their ideas! 

Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude
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INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Color the color wheel using the correct primary and secondary colors. 

2. Fill in the blanks. 

 BLUE +  _________________  = GREEN
 YELLOW +  ______________  = ORANGE
 RED +  __________________  = PURPLE

COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE: 2

Blue

HISTORY
Yayoi Kusama was born in 1929 in Matsumoto, Japan. She always 
painted as a child, filling her works with thousands of dots. After a 
short time at an art school in Japan, she moved to New York City. 
She has had a long career working alongside famous artists and 
creating unique works. In 2017 the Yayoi Kusama Museum opened in 
Tokyo, and it is dedicated to showcasing her work. She is known as 

one of the most important artists to ever come out of Japan.

CAREER
Kusama was raised in Matsumoto and trained at the Kyoto School of 
Arts and Crafts, learning a Japanese painting style called nihonga. 
She moved to New York City in the late 1950s and was part of the 
art scene for decades, working with Pop Artists and performance 
artists. She currently creates installations in museums around the 
world and is best known for her Infinity Rooms. Her obsession with 
dots and her interest in seemingly endless repetition have been 
hallmarks of her style throughout her career.

Yayoi Kusama
Born 1929

Japanese Sculptor

Famous for polka dot 
artworks and Infinity 
Rooms

FAMOUS WORKS 
Narcissus Garden, 1966

Pumpkin, 1983

Sunlight, 1998

Dots Obsession, 2003

Ascension of Polka Dots, 2017

KNOWN FOR
Kusama creates work in all 
different media including painting, 
performance art, fashion, and 
writing. But she is best known for 
her sculptures and installations, 
especially her works featuring 
thousands of polka dots; she has 
called herself an “obsessional artist.” 
She also creates Infinity Rooms, 
where lights reflect through a series 
of mirrors, giving the appearance of 
endless space. When you are in an 
Infinity Room, she makes it difficult 
to determine where you end and the 
rest of the installation begins!

Kusama, Y., & McCarthy, R. F. (2011). Infinity net: The autobiography of Yayoi Kusama. London: Tate Pub Ltd.

Yayoi Kusama’s Extraordinary Survival Story (September 26, 2018). Retrieved December 21, 2018, from 

 http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20180925-yayoi-kusamas-extraordinary-survival-story

Yayoi Kusama (1997). Dots Obsession [Mixed media]. Rice Gallery
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GOAL:

GOAL:

BEFORE

BEFORE

TODAY I CAN:

TODAY I CAN:

REFLECTION:

REFLECTION:

AFTER

AFTER

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

HISTORY
Pablo Picasso began studying and creating art at a very young 
age. His father, who was also a painter, taught Picasso until sending 
him to a formal school at age eleven. His parents continuously 
encouraged his passion, sending him to the best schools they 
could afford and travelling to visit classic artwork. Picasso’s later 
influences include a range of bohemians and modernists, who 
encouraged him to express himself through Art Nouveau and 
symbolism.

CAREER
Throughout his career, Picasso’s work was highly influenced by 
his personal relationships. Early on, he relied on a blue and gray 
palette. This body of art, referred to as his Blue Period, created 
a melancholic mood that reflected his own sadness at the death 
of a close friend. Later, while developing Cubism, Picasso learned 
from and was motivated by Braque, producing the most intense 
collaboration of his career. Picasso’s focus shifted yet again after 
meeting Sergei Diaghilev, founder of Ballets Russes, as he took time 
off from painting to create set designs for ballet productions. After 
World War II, in which several of Picasso’s Jewish friends were killed, 
he expressed his frustration through sculpture, using hard materials 
to symbolize his grief. He continued to paint and sculpt until his 
death in 1973.

Pablo Picasso
1881-1973

Spanish Painter and 
Sculptor

Famous for developing 
Cubism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 1907

Maquette for Guitar, 1912

Ma Jolie, 1911-1912

The Three Musicians, 1921

Large Nude in a Red Armchair, 1929

Guernica, 1937

KNOWN FOR
Pablo Picasso is  best known for 
developing Cubism alongside his 
friend and colleague, Georges 
Braque. This African-influenced 
abstract form can be described as 
geometric and fractured, and often 
takes on multiple vantage points. 
This form eventually led Picasso 
to develop collage, which employs 
pieces of paper and other synthetic 
materials in a piece of art.

Cubism. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm 

Pablo Picasso. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from  

 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-picasso-pablo-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Pablo Picasso (1921). The Three Musicians [Oil on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
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Page 10

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

SH
A

PE

What is shape? Where do 
shapes have meaning in 

the world around us? How 
do artists use shape?  

SHAPE SILHOUETTE BATIK WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER EDVARD MUNCH 
BEFORE & AFTER SELF  

ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

C
O

N
TR

A
ST

What is lightness and 
darkness? Where do we 

see lightness and darkness 
have meaning in the world 
around us? How do artists 

use lightness and darkness in 
artwork? CITY LIGHTS IN OIL PASTEL WHAT IS VALUE? | BEGINNER REMEDIOS VARO ARTIST STATEMENT TEMPLATE

3D

How are nature, culture, 
and storytelling used to 

create three-dimensional 
art? 

FREESTANDING TREE SCULPTURES WHAT IS SCULPTURE? LOUISE BOURGEOIS STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

SLAB CERAMIC HOMES WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? ZAHA HADID 4 3 2 1 REFLECTION

STORYBOOK CHARACTER  
SCULPTURES WHAT IS SCULPTURE? AMY SHERALD “1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH”

HISTORY
Edvard Munch’s themes of anxiety, emotional suffering, and human 
vulnerability can be traced to the early loss of his mother and sister, 
his father’s fatalistic beliefs, and his own challenges with mental 
illness. Munch used intense colors, semi-abstraction, and mysterious 
themes to symbolize universal emotions of tension, anguish, and 
loneliness. His later work is more colorful and less pessimistic, but his 
early work continues to have lasting influence.

KNOWN FOR
Munch is known as one of the most controversial and eventually 
renowned artists of Expressionist and Symbolist painters. He believed 
art should reflect an emotion or idea. As a result, Munch’s work 
focused on the internal view as opposed to the external.

CAREER
Munch’s style matured after spending time in Paris and the influence 
of artists like Van Gogh and Gauguin. His paintings explore the 
disturbing elements of human psychology and the Romantic belief 
that humans are powerless before the natural forces of death and 
love. Before his death, Munch donated more than 1,000 paintings, 
4,500 drawings and watercolors, six sculptures, and 15,400 prints to 
the Norwegian government. The country built the Munch Museum of 
Art to commemorate the unique style Munch introduced to the world.

Edvard 
Munch

1863-1944

Norwegian Painter and 
Printmaker

Famous for 
Expressionism and 
Symbolism

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Sick Child, 1885-86, 1907

The Scream, 1893

Davies, P., Denny, W., Hofrichter, F., Jacobs, J., Roberts, A. & Simon, D. (2007). Janson’s History of Art: The Western Tradition.  
 Seventh edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Edvard Munch. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-munch-edvard.htm

Edvard Munch and his Paintings. (2011). Retrieved from https://edvardmunch.org/

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

Edvard Munch (1893). The Scream [Oil, tempera, and pastel on cardboard]. The National Gallery, Olso.
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HISTORY
Raised in a well-educated liberal family, Remedios Varo learned to 
draw from her father, an engineer who encouraged her to think freely. 
The family’s extensive travels exposed Varo to various cultures, while 
her father’s blueprints and technical drawings inspired her. After 
graduating with a degree to teach drawing, she absorbed herself 
in political change and Surrealism, a philosophy that encouraged 
capturing human thought without controls like reason and morality. 
Arrested and forced to escape Nazi-occupied France, Varo settled in 
Mexico and began to devote herself entirely to painting before dying 
of a heart attack at age 54.

KNOWN FOR
Remedios is known for her mysterious paintings meshing reality 
and dreams. Varo aimed at highlighting the female character in her 
art. This desire grew from her disdain for other paintings where the 

female was just another piece in the painting.

CAREER
Varo produced most of her work in the last 10 years of her life. Her 
paintings combine Surrealist influences, mystical adventures, and 
architectural features of medieval art. Remedios’ life philosophy 
of non-conformity shows in her art, where she often captured the 
element of surprise and the unexpected. Her early death occurred at 
the height of her career as she reached new renown.

Remedios 
Varo

1908-1963

Spanish-Mexican Painter

Famous for playing 
an integral role in the 
Mexico City Surrealist 
movement

FAMOUS WORKS 
Portrait of Grandmother Doña Josefa 
Zejalvo, 1926

Insomnia, 1947

Allegory of Winter, 1948

The Watchmaker, 1955

Solar Music, 1955

Vegetarian Vampires, 1962 

Remedios Varo. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/remedios-varo

Remedios Varo. (2012). Retrieved from http://totallyhistory.com/remedios-varo/

Remedios Varo. (2019). Retrieved from https://www.famouspainters.net/remedios-varo/

Remedios Varo (1947). Insomnia [Gouche on matboard]. 
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TWO STARS AND A WISH
Write down two elements you think you showed excellent craftsmanship with and one thing 

you wish you would have done better or spent more time on.

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .3a Create 
personally satisfying artwork 

using a variety of artistic 
processes and materials.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .3a Elaborate 
visual information by adding 

details in an artwork to enhance 
emerging meaning.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .2 .3a Determine 
messages communicated by an 

image.

NCAS - VA:Pr6 .1 .3a Identify and 
explain how and where different 

cultures record and illustrate 
stories and history of life through 

art.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .3a Develop a 
work of art based on observations 

of surroundings.

3RD GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS
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GOAL:

GOAL:

BEFORE

BEFORE

TODAY I CAN:

TODAY I CAN:

REFLECTION:

REFLECTION:

AFTER

AFTER

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

HISTORY
Born to parents who ran a tapestry restoration business in Paris, 
Louise Bourgeois helped in the workshop by drawing missing 
elements in the tapestry scenes. Later, she studied math before 
turning to art. Bourgeois married an American art historian and 
moved to New York. Art was her tool for coping, “a guarantee of 
sanity,” as she stated. Bourgeois created art until her death at the age 
of 98.

KNOWN FOR
Louis Bourgeois is a proto-feminist artist best known for her large-
scale sculpture. Her work often explores the relationship of the 
individual to the group, especially the child to the family. Heavily 
influenced by traumatic psychological events from her childhood, 
Bourgeois’ focus on three-dimensional form was rare for women 
artists at the time.

CAREER
Louise Bourgeois began as a painter-engraver, turning to carved 
sculpture in the late forties. Later she experimented with latex, 
plaster, and marble to create globular shapes. Bourgeois’ work 
achieves an organic quality within the abstract. Her later work 
reflects the feminist movement of the sixties and seventies, as well 
as themes of loneliness, jealousy, anger, and fear. Like many female 
artists, Bourgeois was not recognized until late in her career, taking 
center stage at The Museum of Modern Art in New York City at age 
70.

Louise 
Bourgeois

1911-2010

French-American 
Sculptor

Famous for highly 
personal thematic 
artwork involving the 
unconscious, desire, and 
the body

FAMOUS WORKS 
Femme Volage, 1951

Quarantania I, 1947-53/1981

Cell (Eyes and Mirrors), 1989-93

Spider, 1997

Father and Son, 2005

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Louise Bourgeois. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.moma.org/artists/710

Louise Bourgeois. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-bourgeois-louise.htm

Louise Bourgeois (1997). Spider [Mixed media sculpture]. 
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________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

HISTORY
Zaha Hadid was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to an artist mother and 
highly successful industrialist father. When Hadid was six, an 
architect friend of her father’s visited with his drawings and models, 
and seeing the model in her living room triggered Hadid’s interest. 
She went to boarding schools in England and Switzerland as a child, 
studied math at the American University of Beirut, and attended the 
Architectural Association School of Architecture in London. After 
graduation, she moved to Rotterdam to work with two of her former 
professors at the Office for Metropolitan Architecture.

CAREER
Hadid opened her own firm, Zaha Hadid Architects, in 1980. Several 
of her early designs won awards and critical acclaim but never 
moved beyond the sketch phase. Her first notable built project was 
the Vitra Fire Station in Germany, an angular structure that looks 
somewhat like a flying bird. She went on to place her buildings on 
all different types of landscapes throughout the world. In 2004, 
Hadid was the first woman to receive The Pritzker Architecture 
Prize, an international award that honors living architects for their 
significant achievement.

Zaha Hadid
1950-2016

Iraqi-British architect 
and designer

Famous for for her 
creative, futuristic 
designs

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Fire Station Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, 1993 

Zaragoza Bridge Pavilion Zaragoza, 
Spain, 2008

Guangzhou Opera House 
Guangzhou, China, 2010

London Aquatics Centre London, 
England, 2011

Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, 
Azerbaijan, 2013

KNOWN FOR
Hadid believed that architecture is 
about the creation of pleasant and 
stimulating settings for all aspects of 
life. She is known for her innovative 
buildings that seemingly transform, 
depending on where the viewer 
is standing. Her architectural and 
product designs incorporate curved 
swoops, sharp angles, and other 
unique forms.

Betsky, A. (2018). The Complete Zaha Hadid: Expanded and Updated. London: Thames & Hudson.

Kühl, I. (2008). 50 Architects You Should Know. New York: Prestel.

Zaha Hadid (2013). Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, Azerbaijan  

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

4 THINGS I LEARNED BY MAKING THIS ARTWORK:

3 THINGS I WANT TO SHARE ABOUT MY ARTWORK:

2 THINGS I COULD CHANGE ABOUT THIS ARTWORK:

1 THING I WILL NEVER FORGET:

4•3•2•1

HISTORY
Amy Sherald was born in Columbus, Georgia, but has spent much of 
her life Baltimore, Maryland. She earned a BA in painting from Clark 
Atlanta University and an MFA in painting from the Maryland Institute 
College of Art. Sherald apprenticed with Arturo Lindsay at Spelman 
College and studied with painter Odd Nerdrum in Larvik, Norway. 
Additional residencies have taken her to Portobelo, Panama; Beijing, 
China; Baltimore, Maryland; and New Orleans, Louisiana.

KNOWN FOR
Amy Sherald blurs the line between realism and fantasy. Her 
paintings are narrative, telling a story through the characters shown. 
She represents the subjects of her portraits realistically, but their skin 
color is a shade of gray. They are generally against a brightly colored 
background.

CAREER
In 2016, Amy Sherald was the first woman to win the Outwin 
Boochever Portrait Competition. Her work then traveled the United 
States as part of the group exhibition titled The Outwin 2016: 
American Portraiture Today. First Lady Michelle Obama selected 
Sherald to paint her portrait for the National Portrait Gallery in 
Washington, D.C., in 2018.  Sherald regularly has solo shows and takes 
part in group exhibitions throughout the country. Her work is on 
display in collections nationwide, including at the Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Kansas City, Missouri, and the National Museum 
of Women in the Arts in Washington, D.C.

Amy
Sherald

Born 1973

American painter

Famous for unique 
narrative portraits; 
selected to paint First 
Lady Michelle Obama’s 
official portrait

FAMOUS WORKS 
Grand Dame Queenie, 2013

Freeing Herself Was One Thing, Taking 
Ownership of that Freed Self Was 
Another, 2015

All Things Bright and Beautiful, 2016

Try on Dreams Until I Find the One that 
Fits Me. They All Fit Me, 2017

First Lady Michelle Obama, 2018

Payot, M. (2019) A conversation between Amy Sherald and Marc Payot. Hauser & Wirth. Retrieved from 
 https://www.hauserwirth.com/stories/24748-conversation-amy-sherald-marc-payot

Sherald, A. (2017). Official website. Retrieved from http://www.amysherald.com 

Amy Sherald (2013). Grand Dame Queenie [Oil on canvas]. 
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1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH

1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH
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4TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

PA
IN

TI
N

G What is movement? Where do 
we see movement in the world 
around us? How do artists use 

movement? 

TEXTURE AS MOVEMENT WHAT IS TEXTURE? | BEGINNER SOL LEWITT
BEFORE & AFTER SELF  

ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is abstract? Where 
do we see abstraction in 

the world around us? How 
do artists use abstraction? 

What is place? How is 
drawing used to create 

place? 

ABSTRACT SOAP DRAWINGS WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER BRIDGET RILEY EXIT SLIP 3 2 1

SEA LIFE DOODLES WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER VIJA CELMINS EXIT TICKET

RUSSIAN ONION DOME  
ARCHITECTURE WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? WASSILY KANDINSKY

BEFORE & AFTER SELF  
ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

IMAGINATIVE CARTOON  
LANDSCAPES WHAT IS SPACE? | BEGINNER GRANT WOOD “FIRST, THEN, NEXT FINALLY”

HISTORY
Solomon “Sol” LeWitt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, but moved 
to New Britain with his mother after his father died. He showed 
artistic ability from a young age and wanted to be an artist when he 
left high school. His mother, however, wanted him to get a college 
degree, so he attended Syracuse University, where he earned a 
BFA. He served in the Army in Korea and Japan during the Korean 
War and then moved to New York, where he took classes at the 
Cartoonists and Illustrators School while doing a design internship 
at Seventeen magazine.

CAREER
LeWitt was a graphic designer in the architectural office of I. M. 
Pei but left his job to devote himself to art. He took a night job at 
The Museum of Modern Art, where he met other artists and critics 
who influenced his thinking and approach. After creating his first 
wall drawing in 1968, he determined that a team of assistants could 
install his work as well or better based on his original ideas. In 1976, 
LeWitt co-founded Printed Matter, an organization dedicated to 
sharing artists’ books and related publications. LeWitt donated to 
the Sol LeWitt Fund for Artists Work to support the creation and 
exhibition of public art in New York City.  

Sol LeWitt
1928-2007

American conceptual 
artist

Famous for minimalist 
works influenced by 
mathematics

FAMOUS WORKS 
Standing Open Structure Black, 1964

Corner Piece No. 2, 1976

Lines in Four Directions in Flowers, 
1981

Brushstrokes, 1996

Wall Drawing #1136, 2004

KNOWN FOR
LeWitt is known for his drawings, 
paintings, and sculptures, which 
he called structures. He was a 
conceptual, minimalistic artist who 
created wall drawings, prints, and 
even architecture. Most of LeWitt’s 
work was mathematically informed. 
He believed that an idea could be a 
work of art – that as an architect can 
give a blueprint to a construction 
crew, an artist can share an idea and 
delegate its production.

Bloom, L. (2019) Sol LeWitt: A life of ideas. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press.

Sigler, J. (2019) I destroyed a LeWitt: How the father of minimalism brought power to the people, 
and learned to let go. Tablet. Retrieved from https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/290141/sol-lewitt

Sol LeWitt (2004). Wall Drawing #1136 [Paint on Wall]. Tate and National Galleries of Scotland. 

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

HISTORY
Bridget Riley was born in 1931 in London. She attended Goldsmith’s 
College and Royal College of Art between 1949 and 1955. Riley 
started by painting landscapes until 1960 when she began exploring 
what is now considered Op Art. Riley started by teaching children 
for several years before moving to teaching at Hornsey School of Art 
and Croydon School of Art. Riley’s art created strange effects with 
dimension and movement visually.

KNOWN FOR
Riley is one of the founders of the Op Art movement. First she began 
using geometric shapes with black and white. However, in the late 
1960s, Riley expanded her work to use colors, leading to new ways 
of creating optical illusions with art. Some of Riley’s work, such as 
Nataraja (1993), are quite simple shapes; however, with the angle and 
color use, her work makes illusions, such as movement, for viewers’ 
eyes.

CAREER
One of Riley’s first group shows was Young Contemporaries in 
London in 1955. In 1962, Riley had her first solo show at Gallery One. 
Riley’s group and solo shows have taken place in Europe and the 
United States. Riley gained international recognition after a 1965 
group exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York and an 
International Prize for Painting in 1968 at the Venice Biennale.

Bridget
Riley

Born 1931

British
Op Art Painter

Famous for founding 
the Op Art movement, 
creating optical illusions 
using geometric shapes 
and in some cases color

FAMOUS WORKS 
Fall, 1963

Blaze, 1964

Hesitate, 1964

Red, Turquoise, Grey, and Black Bands, 
1971

Coloured Grey II, 1972

To a Summer’s Day 2, 1980

Bridget Riley. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/bridget-riley.

Bridget Riley born 1931. (2018). Retrieved from www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/bridget-riley-1845.

Who is Bridget Riley? – Who are they? (2018). Retrieved from https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-bridget-riley.

Bridget Riley (1972). Coloured Grey II [Screenprint on paper]. Tate, London
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LEARNING:BEFORE

WHILE MAKING THIS ARTWORK, I WANT TO LEARN:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I LEARNED BECAUSE:

I DID NOT LEARN BECAUSE:
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BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

GOAL:BEFORE

MY GOAL FOR THIS ARTWORK:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

I HAVE NOT YET ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:
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Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1

NCAS - VA:Cr1 .1 .4a 
 Brainstorm multiple approaches to a 

creative art or design problem.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .4a  
Revise artwork in progress on the 

basis of insights gained through peer 
discussion.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .4a Analyze the 
various considerations for presenting 

and protecting art in various locations, 
indoor or outdoor settings, in 

temporary or permanent forms, and in 
physical or digital formats.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .2 .4a  
Analyze components in visual imagery 

that convey messages.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .4a  
Through observation, infer information 
about time, place, and culture in which 

a work of art was created.

4TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Born in Latvia, Vija Celmins immigrated to the United States in 1948. 
After graduating with both a BFA and an MFA in art, she taught at 
the collegiate level before gaining international recognition with her 
renditions of natural scenes based on photographs. Her mastery of 
detail and accuracy using different media, such as charcoal, oil, and 
printmaking processes, have brought her many awards.

CAREER
For more than five decades, Celmins has been creating 
mesmerizing, exquisitely detailed small-scale artworks of the 
physical world, including oceans, desert floors, and night skies. One 
of the few women to be recognized as a noteworthy artist in 1960’s 
Los Angeles, she moved to New York City, where she continues to 
live and work. In early 2019, her global debut To Fix the Image in 
Memory at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art featured more 
than 140 paintings, drawings, and sculptures.

Vija Celmins
Born 1938

Latvian-American Visual 
Artist

Famous for her work as 
a Photorealist, capturing 
natural environments 
and phenomena in her 
paintings and drawings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Untitled (Ocean), 1970

Desert, 1975

Strata, 1983

Night Sky #19, 1998

Untitled (Web #1), 1999

KNOWN FOR
Vija Celmins creates subtle, often 
delicate monochromatic paintings, 
drawings, and prints, largely based 
on her own photographs of nature. 
To do this, she uses graphite, erasers, 
electric erasers, and charcoal dust to 
explore spatial implications. Clemins’ 
work leaves the viewer with a sense 
of wonder and quietude.

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper   

 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Vija Celmins. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.artsy.net/artist/vija-celmins

Vija Celmins: To Fix the Image in Memory. (2019). San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  

 Retrieved from https://www.sfmoma.org/exhibition/vija-celmins/

Vija Celmins. (2018). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/vija-celmins/biography

Vija Celmins (1970). Untitled (Ocean)  [Graphite and acrylic on paper].  
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EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

HISTORY
Wassily Kandinsky was born in Moscow and spent his childhood 
in Odessa, Russia. After graduating from art school, he moved to 
Moscow to study economics and law. While working as a professor, 
he began studying art more seriously. He worked in art and 
education throughout his life, moving between Germany, Russia, 

and France as necessitated by the wars and politics of his time.

CAREER
Kandinsky had an extensive career in both teaching and creating 
art. He worked for a long time in Germany and Russia, creating 
a new style of painting focused on emotion and color. These 
abstract works, as well as his theories and writings, were incredibly 
influential. He taught at the Bauhaus school in Germany and 
continued teaching and creating throughout his later life despite the 
political upheaval surrounding him.

Wassily Kandinsky
1866-1944

Russian Painter

Famous for being the 
first abstract painter 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Composition IV, 1911

Color Study, Squares with 
Concentric Circles, 1913

Composition VII, 1913

Transverse Line, 1923

Several Circles, 1926

KNOWN FOR
Kandinsky is best known for being 
one of the first artists to create 
abstract paintings. His abstract 
works are large, colorful, and 
expressive, featuring very little 
in the way of shapes or lines. He 
thought color was better used to 
express emotion than to capture 
the look of a subject. Kandinsky was 
influenced by music, saying that 
“music is the ultimate teacher.” He 
also wrote extensively on the theory 
of art, believing spirituality played 
an important role in all types of 
creation.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   
 Prentice Hall. 

Wassily Kandinsky (1913). Composition VII [Oil on canvas]. Moscow, The State Tretyakov Gallery
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LEARNING:BEFORE

WHILE MAKING THIS ARTWORK, I WANT TO LEARN:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I LEARNED BECAUSE:

I DID NOT LEARN BECAUSE:
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BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

GOAL:BEFORE

MY GOAL FOR THIS ARTWORK:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

I HAVE NOT YET ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Grant Wood grew up in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. After his high school 
graduation in 1910, Wood spent two summers at the School of 
Design, Handicraft, and Normal Art (now known as Minneapolis 
School of Art and Design), followed by the School of the Art Institute 
in Chicago in 1913. In 1923, Wood studied at Académie Julian in Paris. 
Wood’s first exhibition was in Paris, France, in 1926; however, it was 
not enough to kick off his career. After visiting many museums in 
Europe, Wood abandoned his impressionistic art to focus on realistic 
art.

KNOWN FOR
Wood is best known for American Gothic, his 1930 painting of a 
farmer and his daughter. There was much debate over this painting, 
as people questioned whether it was created to be a symbol of 
American values or out of sarcasm to make fun of farmlife. This 
painting led to Wood being a major influence in the American 
Regionalist Movement. Wood’s paintings are famous for illustrating 
his sitters and also the clothing and landscapes in the image.

CAREER
The third prize at The Art Institute of Chicago’s 43rd Annual 
Exhibition of American Paintings and Sculpture was American 
Gothic, 1930. This prize, and the discussion around the painting, led 
to Wood’s national recognition. Wood was selected as the Director 
of Public Works of Art Projects in Iowa in 1934 and began teaching 
at the University of Iowa until his death in 1942. Wood became a 
spokesman around the country, influencing Midwestern landscape 
and people in art.

Grant 
Wood

1891-1942

American Painter

Famous for realistic 
paintings in the 
American Regionalist 
Movement, such as 
American Gothic (1930)

FAMOUS WORKS 
Woman with Plants, 1929

American Gothic, 1930

Overmantel Decoration, 1930

Young Corn, 1931

Daughters of Revolution, 1932

Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. (2017). Grant Wood. Retrieved from www.britannica.com/biography/Grant-Wood.

Grant Wood. (2007). Retrieved from http://www.crma.org/Content/Collection/Grant-Wood.aspx. 

Grant Wood (1930). American Gothic [Oil on bever board]. 
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FIRST, THEN, NEXT, FINALLY 
Consider your artmaking process.  

Write down what the necessary steps are to complete the art.

FIRST

THEN

NEXT

FINALLY

To create my artwork I...
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UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is abstract? Where do 
we see abstraction in the 
world around us? How do 

artists use abstraction? 

What is place? How is drawing 
used to create place? RUBE GOLDBERG INVENTIONS WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? ALEXANDER CALDER 4 3 2 1 REFLECTION

M
IX

ED
 M

ED
IA How is art used to make 

meaning in the world 
around us? How does 

using more than one media 
influence the artwork?

THE GOLDEN RATIO - FACT OR 
FICTION? WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? LEONARDO DA VINCI 

BEFORE & AFTER SELF  
ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

NOTRE DAME ROSE WINDOW 
COLLAGRAPH WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? FRANK GEHRY STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

LOOKING OUT AT YOUR COMMUNITY WHAT IS PATTERN? FAITH RINGGOLD GALLERY WALK GUIDE

I’VE GOT MY EYE ON YOU WHAT IS SCULPTURE? ZAHA HADID ARTIST STATEMENT TEMPLATE 

HISTORY
Alexander Calder was born outside of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
into a family with a deeply embedded art background. His parents, 
a sculptor and a portrait painter, cultivated his desire to create from 
a young age. Initially, he did not pursue art in college, instead opting 
to go to Stevens Institute of Technology where he earned a degree 
in engineering. Several years later, Calder changed course and 
decided to become an artist. While on assignment to sketch circus 
scenes for the National Police Gazette, he discovered a love of the 
circus that would remain for the rest of his life.

CAREER
Calder created an enormous body of work, ranging from oil 
painting to jewelry to sculpture, throughout the course of his life. 
His engineering background is apparent in the thoughtful way he 
employed structure and movement in his pieces. He was heavily 
influenced by Piet Mondrian, an abstract artist whose studio 
inspired Calder to gravitate toward abstractionism himself. Calder 
enjoyed many accomplishments in his life, the final one being the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Bicentennial Artist Award 
from the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York City in 1976 
(Artnet, n.d.), which also, coincidentally, happened to be the year he 
died.

Alexander Calder
1898-1976

American Sculptor

Famous for his 
innovative use of wire 
and movement in 
sculpture

FAMOUS WORKS 
Cirque Calder, 1926-31

Rearing Stallion, 1928

Cascading Flowers, 1949

Four White Petals, 1960 

La Grand vitesse, 1969

Model for East Building Mobile, 1972

KNOWN FOR
Growing out of his love of the circus 

emerged an innovative use of wire 

and materials that would evolve into 

Calder creating what’s been referred 

to as “mobiles” and “stabiles.” The 

mobiles were capable of movement, 

while stabiles were grounded and 

often huge. 

Alexander Calder. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.nga.gov/collection/artist-info.2047.html?artobj_  
 artistId=2047&sortOrder=CHRONOLOGICAL&pageNumber=5&lastFacet=sortOrder#biography

Calder’s Life: Biography (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.calder.org/life/photobiography

Alexander Calder (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/alexander-calder/

Who is Alexander Calder?. (n.d.). Retrieved from  
 https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/alexander-calder-848/who-is-alexander-calder

Alexander Calder (1960). Four White Petals [Painted sheet metal].
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HISTORY
Raised by his grandfather in Achiano, Italy, da Vinci left home at 
fourteen to serve as an artist’s apprentice in Florence. There, da Vinci 
worked for Andrea del Verrocchio, an artist trained by Donatello, 
who worked for a powerful family credited with the success of the 
Renaissance movement. While working for Verrocchio, da Vinci 
studied the humanities, molding his imagination while understanding 
relationships between individuals and the world as a whole.

KNOWN FOR
Da Vinci is famous for a painting technique called sfumato, which 
blends colors and lines to create a soft effect. He famously used 
this technique on The Last Supper, a fresco painted on wet plaster. 
Da Vinci is also known for painting realistic facial expressions, such 
as the Mona Lisa’s famous smirk. Beyond his artistic achievements, 
however, da Vinci is widely recognized for his genius in the world of 
engineering and science.

CAREER
Throughout his life, da Vinci held many important roles and 
continuously impressed others through his ingenuity. Early in his 
career, da Vinci worked on the Duke of Milan’s court, studying 
human anatomy. He began, but did not necessarily complete, a 
large collection of drawings that explore body movement and 
proportions. He later worked as a military engineer and map-maker 
while travelling through Italy. Upon arriving in Florence, da Vinci 
began some of his most famous paintings, including the Mona Lisa. 
Following this period, he devoted himself to other studies, including 
architecture and engineering, developing a flying machine, military 
weapons, and a large crossbow. Da Vinci spent the last years of 
his life in Rome, where he served under King François I. There, he 
developed his philosophies on both the sciences and the arts through 
the arrangement of his lifelong studies and notes, solidifying his 
genius before his death in 1519.

Leonardo
Da Vinci

1452-1519

Italian Painter, Sculptor, 
and Inventor

Famous for painting The 
Mona Lisa and The Last 
Supper

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Last Supper, 1498

The Mona Lisa, 1503

Vitruvian Man

Leonardo da Vinci. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/leon/hd_leon.htm 

Leonardo da Vinci’s Life and Legacy. (n.d.). Retrieved January 26, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-da-vinci-leonardo-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header 

Leonardo da Vinci. (1503). The Mona Lisa [Oil on wood panel]. Louvre Museum: Paris, FR
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GOAL:

GOAL:

BEFORE

BEFORE

TODAY I CAN:

TODAY I CAN:

REFLECTION:

REFLECTION:

AFTER

AFTER

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

4TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

4 THINGS I LEARNED BY MAKING THIS ARTWORK:

3 THINGS I WANT TO SHARE ABOUT MY ARTWORK:

2 THINGS I COULD CHANGE ABOUT THIS ARTWORK:

1 THING I WILL NEVER FORGET:

4•3•2•1

HISTORY
Gehry was born in Toronto, Canada. As a young boy, he and his 
grandmother built cities out of scrap pieces of wood and the challah 
bread dough she gave him to use as modeling clay. He moved 
with his family to Los Angeles when he was a teenager and later 
graduated from the University of Southern California with a degree 
in architecture. Gehry took classes in city planning at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, served a year in the Army, and worked 
for a couple of architectural firms. Then, he took a position as an 
architect in Paris, which gave him the opportunity to study the work 
of Le Corbusier, a pioneer of modern architecture.

CAREER
After establishing his own firm in Los Angeles in 1962, Gehry 
became interested in avante-garde painters and sculptors who 
used industrial materials in their works. He created a popular line 
of corrugated cardboard furniture, rebuilt his own home with a 
flair that his neighbors didn’t appreciate, and designed lamps and 
other objects using fish and snake motifs. He begain adding more 
imaginative elements into his building designs. Critics liked what 
he was doing, and he attracted international attention that led to 
his designing multiple buildings overseas as well as in the U.S. He 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States’ 
highest civilian honor, in 2016.

Frank Gehry
Born 1929

Canadian-born American 
architect

Famous for imaginative 
building designs that 
appear disjointed

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Design Museum Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, opened 1989 

Peix (Fish) Barcelona, Spain, 1992

Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao, Spain, opened 1997

Walt Disney Concert Hall 
Los Angeles, CA, opened 2003

Fondation Louis Vuitton
Paris, France, opened 2014

KNOWN FOR
Gehry is a renowned architect with 
a very distinctive and recognizable 
style. Scholars describe his designs 
as whimsical, fanciful, and as 
pushing geometric boundaries. His 
buildings appear to be fragmented 
or disjointed. They are chaotic, but 
also beautiful.

Goldberger, P. (2015). Building Art: The Life and Work of Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Isenberg, B. (2009). Conversations with Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Frank Gehry (1997). Guggenheim Museum. Bilbao, Spain
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Daughter to a minister and a fashion designer, Faith Ringgold grew 
up in Harlem during the Great Depression and later the Harlem 
Renaissance. Ringgold’s mother taught her  to sew at a young age, 
and her grandmother reinforced the storytelling qualities quiltmaking 
has in African-American culture. In 1950, she began studying art at 
New York’s City College but found that her instructors did not teach 
her about African or African-American art. Instead, she explored this 
on her own, highlighting her ability to strive for more than what was 
offered to her.

KNOWN FOR
Ringgold is especially known for work she started at the beginning 
of her career: the American People Series and the Black Light 
Series. These paintings are political in nature and were also mostly 
ignored in the art community. However, as time went on and 
Ringgold continued to produce political, visual, and performance art, 
enthusiasts looked back at her early series, understanding them to be 
the foundation of everything that came after. Ringgold is also known 
for her story quilts, which influenced much of her later work.

CAREER
Throughout her career, Ringgold co-founded several feminist 
and anti-racism organizations, such as the Ad Hoc Women’s Art 
Committee, the Women Students and Artists for Black Art Liberation, 
the National Black Feminist Organization, and “Where We At” Black 
Women Artists. Through these groups, she protested museums that 
did not feature women or Black artists, and she brought art to new 
communities, such as prison populations. Her art form expanded 
several times throughout her career, as she is also known for using 
fabric and soft sculpture, creating costumes and masks, and writing 
children’s books. Regardless of the medium, however, Ringgold’s 
work is most often inspired by her experiences as an African-
American woman.

Faith
Ringgold

Born 1930

African-American 
Multimedia Artist and 
Author

Famous for using art to 
confront prejudice

FAMOUS WORKS 
American People Series #20: Die, 1967

The Black Light Series: Flag for the 
Moon, 1969

Who’s Afraid of Aunt Jemima, 1983

Change: Faith Ringgold’s Over 100 

Pounds Weight Loss Performance Story 
Quilt, 1986

Tar Beach, 1988

Faith Ringgold. (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2019, from https://www.artsy.net/artist/faith-ringgold 

Faith Ringgold’s Life and Legacy. (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-ringgold-faith-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header 

Faith Ringgold. (1988). Tar Beach [Acrylic on fabric]. Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, NY.
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Name:        Class:

GALLERY WALK GUIDE

What is the arti
st 

doi
ng

 re
al

ly
 w

el
l?

 

Sketch an artwork that you noticed:

What
materials is 
the artist using 
to make their 
artwork? 

What 
words of 

encouragement 
would you give 

the artist?

W

hy did you notice that artw
ork

? 

What else could the artist do to 
make their artwork more successful? 

HISTORY
Zaha Hadid was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to an artist mother and 
highly successful industrialist father. When Hadid was six, an 
architect friend of her father’s visited with his drawings and models, 
and seeing the model in her living room triggered Hadid’s interest. 
She went to boarding schools in England and Switzerland as a child, 
studied math at the American University of Beirut, and attended the 
Architectural Association School of Architecture in London. After 
graduation, she moved to Rotterdam to work with two of her former 
professors at the Office for Metropolitan Architecture.

CAREER
Hadid opened her own firm, Zaha Hadid Architects, in 1980. Several 
of her early designs won awards and critical acclaim but never 
moved beyond the sketch phase. Her first notable built project was 
the Vitra Fire Station in Germany, an angular structure that looks 
somewhat like a flying bird. She went on to place her buildings on 
all different types of landscapes throughout the world. In 2004, 
Hadid was the first woman to receive The Pritzker Architecture 
Prize, an international award that honors living architects for their 
significant achievement.

Zaha Hadid
1950-2016

Iraqi-British architect 
and designer

Famous for for her 
creative, futuristic 
designs

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Fire Station Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, 1993 

Zaragoza Bridge Pavilion Zaragoza, 
Spain, 2008

Guangzhou Opera House 
Guangzhou, China, 2010

London Aquatics Centre London, 
England, 2011

Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, 
Azerbaijan, 2013

KNOWN FOR
Hadid believed that architecture is 
about the creation of pleasant and 
stimulating settings for all aspects of 
life. She is known for her innovative 
buildings that seemingly transform, 
depending on where the viewer 
is standing. Her architectural and 
product designs incorporate curved 
swoops, sharp angles, and other 
unique forms.

Betsky, A. (2018). The Complete Zaha Hadid: Expanded and Updated. London: Thames & Hudson.

Kühl, I. (2008). 50 Architects You Should Know. New York: Prestel.

Zaha Hadid (2013). Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, Azerbaijan  
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_____________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  ______________________________. 

I made it by  _________________________________________. 

I used the following materials  __________________________

_______________________ and _________________________. 

I am proudest of  _____________________________________. 

While creating my artwork, I learned  ____________________. 

Next time, I will  ______________________________________

____________________________________________________.

ARTIST STATEMENT

NCAS - VA:Cr1 .1 .4a 
 Brainstorm multiple approaches to a 

creative art or design problem.

NCAS - VA:Cr3 .1 .4a  
Revise artwork in progress on the 

basis of insights gained through peer 
discussion.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .4a Analyze the 
various considerations for presenting 

and protecting art in various locations, 
indoor or outdoor settings, in 

temporary or permanent forms, and in 
physical or digital formats.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .2 .4a  
Analyze components in visual imagery 

that convey messages.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .4a  
Through observation, infer information 
about time, place, and culture in which 

a work of art was created.
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5TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is a drawing? What is a 
story? How can a story be told 

with drawing? 

MYTHOLOGY COLUMNS WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER SALVADOR DALI EXIT SLIP 3 2 1

PA
IN

TI
N

G

What is a painting? What 
is a story? How can a story 

be told with painting? 

 NO PAINTBRUSH PAINTINGS WHAT IS IMPRESSIONISM? GEORGE SEURAT PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

WARM AND COOL COLOR STILL LIFE WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER JANET FISH SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE

PEEKING AT A  
MONOCHROMATIC SCENE WHAT IS VALUE? | BEGINNER MARK ROTHKO ACRYLIC TECHNIQUES PRE-TEST

UNDER THE SEA SCAPE WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? DAVID HOCKNEY
WATERCOLOR PAINTING CRITIQUE 

GUIDE

HISTORY
Salvador Dalí was born just outside Barcelona, Spain, to a 
supportive middle-class family. Dalí studied art at the Madrid 
School of Fine Arts and later at the Special Painting, Sculpture and 
Engraving School of San Fernando. His eccentric personality and 
experimental mindset led him to popularity at school. However, Dalí 
insulted an instructor during his final exam, leading to expulsion 
and the lack of a formal degree. This led him to a nine-month 
hiatus, which ended after meeting Pablo Picasso and finding new 
inspiration in the Cubist movement.

CAREER
Along with his natural talent and commitment, Dalí’s controversial 
personality and engaging imagination paved the way for a wildly 
successful career in the arts. While he is best known for his 
paintings and sculptures, Dalí was also commissioned to design 
theatre sets, retail window displays, and clothing. Both Walt Disney 
and director Alfred Hitchcock worked with Dalí, allowing for his 
creative genius to be seen through film. After spending many 
years in France and the United States to advance his career, Dalí 
moved back to Spain and spent the last thirty years of his life there, 
creating art in his personal studio.

Salvador Dalí
1904-1989

Spanish Painter, Sculptor, 
Filmmaker, Printmaker, 
and Performance Artist

Famous for Surrealist 
artwork

FAMOUS WORKS 
Un Chien Andalou, 1927

The Persistence of Memory, 1931

The Enigma of William Tell, 1933

Lobster Telephone, 1936

The Mae West Brooch, 1949

KNOWN FOR
Dalí’s art is known for having a 
dreamlike quality. In addition to 
Picasso, Dalí was also influenced 
by Freud’s psychoanalytic theories, 
which famously include dream 
interpretation. Dalí’s personality 
was known to be outgoing and 
flamboyant; perhaps this trait led 
him to create many shocking images, 
causing controversy. Eventually, Dalí 
joined the Surrealists, a group of 
artists known for their avant-garde 
interpretations of the unconscious 
mind and imagination.

Britannica, T. E. (2019, January 19). Salvador Dalí. Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Salvador-Dali 

Salvador Dalí  (n.d.) Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-dali-salvador-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Salvador Dalí (1931). The Persistence of Memory. Musuem of Modern Art, New York, NY.
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HISTORY
An uncle introduced a young Georges Seurat to painting. This 
interest prompted Seurat to take a drawing course at night school 
and then enroll in art school where he studied the masters of the 
Louvre. While serving a compulsory year in the military, Seurat 
spent all his free time drawing and reading on theories of color and 
vision. Conveying emotion through color and lines, Seurat’s art is 
intellectual, influenced by the scientific attitudes of the nineteenth 
century.

CAREER
Seurat created huge compositions with tiny detached brush strokes, 
which made his paintings shimmer with the play of light. One of his 
early paintings was rejected at a prominent art exhibition while a 
later painting, La Grande Jatte, brought much interest, both positive 
and negative. During his last exhibition, Seurat exhausted himself 
as an organizer of the event and caught a chill, which caused his 
death. In addition to seven monumental paintings, he left 40 smaller 
paintings and sketches, along with several sketchbooks and about 
500 drawings - quite impressive considering his short life.

George Seurat
1859-1891

French Painter

Famous for leading 
the Neo-Impressionism 
movement and using the 
technique of Pointillism 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte, 1885

Grandcamp Evening, 1884-1886

KNOWN FOR
Seurat is best known for Pointillism. 
This painstaking process of painting 
small dots to create a picture is quite 
opposite the spontaneous method 
of Impressionism. The technique 
is a forerunner of the modern 
methods of photoengraving, color 
reproduction, television, and digital 
imaging. 

Courthion, P. (2019, February 10). Georges Seurat. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Georges-Seurat 

Georges Seurat Biography. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.freeart.com/gallery/s/seurat/seurat.html

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

George Seurat (1885). Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 
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Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
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PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

Something I like 
about your art is…

I can tell you put a 
lot of effort into...

A suggestion I 
have is…

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .5a Experiment and 
develop skills in multiple art-making 

techniques and
approaches through practice.

VA:Cr2 .2 .5a Demonstrate quality 
craftsmanship through care for and use 

of materials, tools, and equipment.

NCAS - VA:Re8 .1 .5a Interpret art by 
analyzing characteristics of form and 

structure, contextual information, 
subject matter, visual elements, and 

use of media to identify
ideas and mood conveyed.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .5a Apply formal and 
conceptual vocabularies of art and 

design to view
surroundings in new ways through 

art-making.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .5a Identify how art 
is used to inform or change beliefs, 

values, or behaviors of an individual or 
society.

5TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Janet Fish was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and moved with 
her family to Bermuda when she was 10. Her father was an art 
history professor, her mother was a sculptor and potter, and her 
grandfather was a noted American Impressionist, so art was in her 
blood. Fish spent a summer studying at the Art Students League 
in New York and completed a summer residency at the Skowhegan 
School of Painting & Sculpture in Maine after earning a degree in 
sculpture and printmaking from Smith College. She went on to be 
one of the first women to earn an MFA from Yale University School 
of Art and Architecture.

CAREER
Janet Fish’s first solo show was in New Jersey in 1967, and 
she went on to exhibit throughout the United States during 
the decades thereafter. Her work is in the collections of many 
museums, including the Whitney Museum of American Art and 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. She has taught at the School of 
Visual Arts and the University of Chicago, among other institutions. 
Fish believes in lifelong learning and artistic experimentation. 
She continues to paint, dividing her time between Manhattan and 
Vermont.

Janet Fish
Born 1938

American realist painter

Famous for realistic and 
colorful still life paintings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Box of Grapes, 1969

Tulip, Apple and Glass, 1980

Dog Days, 1993

Bag, Honey, 1996

Lattice Vase, 2001

KNOWN FOR
Fish is known for large, bold still life 
paintings. She captures the moment 
with vivid colors and her ability to 
convey the interplay between light 
and shadows. Fish experiments 
with painting transparent items, 
such as glass and water, and with 
spatial effects, such as flipping the 
importance of the background and 
foreground.

Fish, J. and Henry, G. (ed.) (1987) Janet Fish. New York: Burton Skira Inc.

Official website. (n.d.) DC Moore Gallery. Retrieved from http://www.dcmooregallery.com/artists/janet-fish 

Janet Fish (1980). Tulip, Apple and Glass [Oil on canvas]. 
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Please explain how you created a “personal” still life study. Explain how and why you 
arranged your still life the way that you did. Remember that an aspect of this assignment 

is about creating an evocative, personal mood. 

SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE
Student name:  _________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

POOR
1

MODERATE
2

GOOD
3

STRONG
4

EXCELLENT
5

Materials used well; 
technique is excellent; good 
value inclusion

Evidence of thinking;  
clear visual intent; clear 
marks of intent; clear, 
evocative mark-making

Purposeful, planned 
composition; use of rule of 
thirds; clear visual planning

Inventive/ Imaginative

Awareness of style and 
format

Inclusion of additive/ 
subtractive methods; range 
in value.

GLOWS & GROWS  
REVIEW EACH QUESTION AND RESPOND.

GLOW: What was something that was a success, surprise, or both?

GROW: What was something you learned, that happened, or that challenged you?

SELF-EVALUATION: Please reflect and score yourself.

HISTORY
Mark Rothko emigrated from Russia to the United States when he 
was 10. He graduated from his Portland, Oregon, high school in only 
three years and spent the next two years at Yale. He found a job 
in New York, where he wandered into an art class to meet a friend 
and was inspired to enroll in classes himself. Rothko also loved the 
theater and unsuccessfully tried his hand at acting. Biographers say 
his experience painting theatrical scenery influenced his artwork, 
particularly his murals.

KNOWN FOR
Rothko was known for his large abstract color field paintings. He was 
a master of color and used it to convey emotion and spirituality in his 
work. He fought for artists’ freedom of expression and refused to sell 
his work when he didn’t feel the buyer’s purpose fit with his personal 
vision. He turned down an award from the Guggenheim Foundation 

because he didn’t believe that art should be competitive.

CAREER
Expressionism influenced Rothko’s early work, but in the 1940s he 
moved to a more abstract style. At the end of that decade, he took 
recognizable figures out of his pieces and began painting soft-edged 
blocks of color, or “sectionals,” a technique he continued for the rest 
of his life. From 1964-1967, he created 14 large black murals for The 
Rothko Chapel in Houston, Texas. The black in these paintings varies 
with each day’s light, so every visitor experiences a slightly different 
version of the artwork. Sadly, Rothko died in 1970, before the chapel’s 
opening in 1971.

Mark
Rothko

1903-1970

Russian-American 
Painter

Famous for large 
abstract color field 
paintings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Crucifixion, 1935

Entrance to Subway, 1938 

Oedipus, 1944

Four Darks in Red, 1958

Untitled, Black on Gray, 1969

Breslin, J. (1993). Mark Rothko: A Biography. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press.

Rothko, C. (2015). Mark Rothko: From the Inside Out. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press

Mark Rothko (1958). Four Darks in Red [Oil on canvas]. Whitney Museum of American Art, New York. 
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NAME:

CLASS:

ACRYLIC TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

WASH WITH WATER

DRY BRUSH

IMPASTO

DOUBLE-LOADED BRUSH

WASH WITH GLAZING MEDIUM

SGRAFFITO

BLENDING COLORS

HARD EDGE

David
Hockney

HISTORY
David Hockney was born in 1937 in Bradford, England. He 
attended the Royal Academy of Art and graduated in 1962. He 
moved to Los Angeles in 1964, gaining fame for the vibrant 
colors in his acrylic paintings of swimming pools. He has worked 
in all types of media throughout his career and even produced 
groundbreaking theories in art history studies.

KNOWN FOR
Hockney first became famous for his paintings of swimming pools. 
These bold, colorful landscapes were evocative of the California 
lifestyle in the 1960s. Much of Hockney’s work includes portraits 
of the people in his life, including his parents and his partner. 
Hockney wants to capture his relationships with the people he 
knows best. Many of his paintings humanize and show caring for 
the people in his life whom he loves. Hockney has also discovered 
a number of insights into the world of the great art masters, 
including the Hockney-Falco thesis that showed how those 
masters used technology to help improve their work.

CAREER
Hockney’s work began in the 1960s and continues to this day, 
and he is known as one of the most influential British artists of all 
time. Despite his many accolades and all of the art he has created, 
Hockney is still painting and experimenting with new media. 
Some of his most recent work includes painting on iPads. The 
technology allows people to go back and “rewind” the painting, 
showing how it was created from the beginning. This continuous 
experimentation and creation is representative of Hockney’s entire 
career.

Born 1937

British Painter

Famous for bold colors, 
swimming pools, and 
personal portraits

FAMOUS WORKS 
A Bigger Splash, 1967

Beverly Hills Housewife, 1967

Portrait of an Artist
(Pool with Two Figures), 1972

A Visit with Christopher and Don, 

Santa Monica Canyon, 1984

Garrowby Hill, 1998

Bigger Trees Near Warter, 2007

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Evans, G. (2004). Hockney’s pictures. First Edition. London: Gardners Books.

David Hockney (1967). A Bigger Splash [Acrylic paint on canvas]. Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, South Korea)
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WATERCOLOR PAINTING  
CRITIQUE GUIDE

Student name:  ____________________________________  Class: __________________

 

What watercolor painting techniques do you recognize in this piece?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________   

What watercolor painting techniques stand out as successful? Why?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What other watercolor techniques could be added? Where?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

Could this piece benefit from the addition of other media, such as pen and ink or marker?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What emotions does the use of watercolor evoke in this piece?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What memory does this remind you of - place, experience, time?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What is one word that can be used to describe this painting?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________  

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

PR
IN

TM
A

K
IN

G

What is printmaking? What is 
a story? How can a story be 

told with printmaking? 

MONOPRINT COLOR MIXING WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER GEORGIA O’KEEFFE COLOR MIXING PRE-TEST

UNDERWATER GYOTAKU WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER HOKUSAI
GYOTAKU PRINTMAKING  

REFLECTION

PRINTED POP ART PATTERNS WHAT IS POP ART? KEITH HARING
BEFORE & AFTER SELF  

ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

M
IX

ED
 M

ED
IA

What is mixed media? What 
is a story? How can a story be 

told with mixed media? 

THE POWER OF THREE WHAT IS FORM? | BEGINNER HEDI KYLE BOOKMAKING REFLECTION SHEET

WIRE FACE RELIEF SCULPTURE WHAT IS SCULPTURE? LOUISE BOURGEOIS 3 2 1 SELF REFLECTION

HISTORY
Georgia O’Keeffe was born in 1887 in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. She 
knew from the age of 12 that she wanted to be an artist. She worked 
as a teacher from 1911 to 1918, continuing to paint and exhibit her 
work during this time. In 1918 she moved to New York City, working 
on art full time and collaborating with the photographer Alfred 
Stieglitz. In the late 1920s, she began spending long parts of the 
year in the Southwest United States, eventually moving permanently 

to New Mexico. 

CAREER
After attending art school, O’Keeffe played an important part in 
the development of modern art in America. She was one of the 
first female painters to gain respect in New York’s art world in the 
1920s. She had a unique way of seeing the world, and her new style 
of painting--in particular her way of simplifying natural shapes and 
forms--made her a groundbreaking artist. 

Georgia O’Keeffe
1887-1986

American Painter

Famous for her 
paintings of flowers, 
deserts, cityscapes, 
and landscapes

FAMOUS WORKS 
Black Iris, 1926

Radiator Building, 1927

Red Poppy, 1927

Cow Skull with Red, White, and 
Blue, 1931

Sky Above Clouds IV, 1965

KNOWN FOR
O’Keeffe was fascinated by nature, 
whether it be plants and flowers, 
bones and skulls, or the desert 
landscape. She loved to travel and 
let the sights and scenes influence 
her--she even had a mobile art 
studio in her car! She challenged 
ideas on composition, experimented 
with abstract work, and developed 
a truly unique personal style. 
Her combination of realism 
and abstraction is immediately 
recognizable and shows a personal 
touch that lets viewers understand 
her thoughts and feelings.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
 Prentice Hall.

Georgia O’Keeffe (1927). Red Poppy [Mixed media]. Weisman Art Museum
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HISTORY
During Hokusai’s time, it was typical for Japanese artists to change 
their names frequently; therefore, Hokusai has been known by 
around 30 names. Hokusai learned the style of woodblock paintings, 
otherwise known as ukiyo-e, from his mentor Katsukawa Shunshō. 
After his mentor died, Hokusai started investigating European art, 
eventually leading to him painting landscapes and Japanese daily 
life.

CAREER
Hokusai often changed his name like other artists, and his career 
and artwork can be separated by the periods when he changed 
names. For example, in the 1820s, Hokusai went by the name “Iitsu” 
when he became popular in Japan. He felt that as he grew older, his 
work became stronger, and he hoped he would live long in order to 
truly master bringing his art to life. Hokusai produced his best work 
after the age of 60. Some of Hokusai’s largest collections include 
Thirty-Six Views of Mt. Fuji (1826-1833) and a 15-volume Hokusai 
Manga with nearly 4,000 sketches.

Hokusai
1760-1849

Japanese Painter and 
Printmaker

Famous for woodblock 
paintings and Hokusai 
Manga art manuals

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Great Wave off Kanagawa, 
1830-32

South Wind at Clear Dawn, 1830-32

KNOWN FOR
In 1811, Hokusai began a new period 
when he created “Hokusai Manga” 
art manuals. These were simple 
drawing lessons created in hopes 
of attracting more students. These 
Mangas and manuals are similar to 
the Manga genre (similar to comic 
books) known today because of 
the sketches; however, Hokusai did 
not have storytelling involved in 
these collections. Hokusai was best 
known for his The Great Wave off 
Kanagawa (1830-1834) that brought 
international recognition after his 
death in 1849.

Biography of Katsushika Hokusai. (2017). Retrieved from https://www.katsushikahokusai.org/biography.html.

Lane, R. (n.d). Hokusai: Japanese artist. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hokusai#ref3258 

Hokusai. (1830-32). The Great Wave off Kanagawa [Woodblock print; ink and color on paper]. The Met. 
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GYOTAKU PRINTMAKING REFLECTION
Student name:  _________________________________________  Class:  ___________________

Title of work:

What technique do you like the best 
about this work?

What stands out most when you look 
at the work? Why?

What does this piece make you wonder 
about?

What leads your eye around the work?

5TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS
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NAME: NAME:

CLASS: CLASS:

COLOR MIXING COLOR MIXING
PRE-TEST PRE-TEST

YELLOW

VIOLET

YELLOW-ORANGE

ORANGE

RED-
ORANGE

RED-VIOLET

RED

YELLOW-GREEN

GREEN

BLUE-
GREEN

BLUE-VIOLET

BLUE

SHADES

TINTS

YELLOW

VIOLET

YELLOW-ORANGE

ORANGE

RED-
ORANGE

RED-VIOLET

RED

YELLOW-GREEN

GREEN

BLUE-
GREEN

BLUE-VIOLET

BLUE

SHADES

TINTS

HISTORY
Keith Haring was the firstborn of four children and raised in 
Pennsylvania. He and his father bonded over drawing and he also 
grew up drawing with his youngest sister. Cartoons and book 
illustrations were a major source of inspiration for the young artist. 
He began his formal art training in Pittsburgh where he studied 
graphic design, but dropped out after only a year. When he was 
20, he decided to move to the Big Apple where he studied at the 
School of the Visual Arts. It was in New York that he found his 
community, including many now well-known artists. Through the 
culture they created, Haring brought art from inside the confines of 
galleries and museums, outside to the streets. Inspired by a lecture 
given by Christo and Jeanne-Claude about the nature of their piece, 
Running Fence, Haring strived to create public art for all people. 
After he was diagnosed with AIDS in 1988, he created his foundation 
and devoted his efforts towards advocacy and awareness about the 
disease. Haring died of AIDS related complications in 1990 at just 31 
years of age.

CAREER
Keith Haring drew his life away. Starting from when he was young 
and really flourishing in his 20’s, he created hundreds of quick 
drawings in a short period of time. His work was booming with 
exhibitions, press, articles and fame. Haring was not only a product 
of the street culture of NYC, he was a contributing factor. In 1986, 
Haring established the “Pop Shop” in the lower SOHO District of 
Manhattan, NY, which he considered to be an extension of his body 
of work. He truly believed that art was for everybody! It became 
a destination for people to come experience his art first hand and 
purchase his art on products. Although the shop closed its physical 
doors in 2005, his art can be purchased on a wide variety of items 
through the website that is run by the Keith Haring Foundation.

Keith Haring
1958-1990

American Pop and Street 
Artist

Famous for his New York 
City subway art and 
street culture

FAMOUS WORKS 
We the Youth (1987)

Pop Shop IV (1989)

Crack is Wack (1986)

Andy Mouse (1986)

Untitled (1982)

KNOWN FOR
Haring is best known for his playfully 
simple depictions of figures. He used 
a consistently thick line width to 
draw, or paint, on surfaces….often 
used for outlining the contours of 
active people, barking dogs, symbols 
and lines signifying movement. Bold, 
flat and simplified colors were also 
indicative of his work. You could 
find him quickly and intuitively filling 
the space of empty advertisement 
spaces with his drawings in the 
subways--using white chalk and later 
he was even commissioned to create 
lasting art in public spaces. He often 
used the symbol of the “radiant 
baby” as his signature marking.

Keith Haring. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.haring.com/

La Valette, D., Stark, D., & Fehrle, G. (1997). Keith Haring: I wish I didn’t have to sleep!: Adventures in art. New York, NY: Prestel.

Sussman, E. (1999). Keith Haring. Boston, MA: Bulfinch.

Keith Haring (1989). Pop Shop IV [Silkscreen].
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LEARNING:BEFORE

WHILE MAKING THIS ARTWORK, I WANT TO LEARN:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I LEARNED BECAUSE:

I DID NOT LEARN BECAUSE:
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BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

GOAL:BEFORE

MY GOAL FOR THIS ARTWORK:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

I HAVE NOT YET ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Hedi Kyle was born in the Berlin area shortly before World War II, 
so her early memories are of moving from place to place as the 
Germans and Russians battled over territory. After the war, her 
marine biologist father took a job on an island in the North Sea, 
where Kyle read whatever she could find and enjoyed making things 
out of the items that washed up on the beach. She graduated with a 
degree in graphic design from an art school in Wiesbaden and took 
a job as a commercial artist for an American advertising agency in 
Frankfurt. In 1962, she moved to the United States, living first in New 
York and then in San Francisco and Berkeley, California.

CAREER
Kyle returned to New York in the 1970s and was hired in the library 
at the New York Botanical Garden, where she received training 
from Laura Young and co-founded the Book Preservation Center.  
In 1983, she, Timothy Barrett, and Gary Frost founded the Paper 
and Book Intensive, an annual series of workshops in the book 
arts, papermaking, and conservation that is still going strong. Kyle 
moved to Philadelphia in the mid-1980s and worked as the head 
conservator at the American Philosophical Society while also 
teaching in the MFA program in Book Arts + Printmaking at The 
University of the Arts. In 2016, she received the Distinguished Career 
Award from the College Book Art Association (CBAA).

Hedi Kyle
Born 1937

German-born American 
book artist

Famous for her influence 
on Book Arts

FAMOUS WORKS 
Bold Tape, 1995

Fold-Out Geometry, 2003

Blue Bubble ,2004

Mica Flags, 2006

Guillemus, 2011

KNOWN FOR
Hedi Kyle is a Book Arts pioneer. 
She studied traditional book art 
techniques, but she prefers to 
experiment with different ways of 
displaying content. As a result, she 
has come up with new, innovative 
approaches to assembling books.

Johnston, A. Visible shivers running down my spine: Hedi Kyle has an unstructured chat. Fine Press Book Association  
 Retrieved from http://www.fpba.com/parenthesis/select-articles/p25_hedi_kyle.html

Kyle, H. and Warchol, U. (2018) Official website. Retrieved from https://www.artofthefold.com/hedi-kyle

Kyle, H. and Warchol, U. (2018) The art of the fold: How to make innovative books and paper structures.  
 London, UK: Laurence King Publishing. 

Hedi Kyle (1995). Bold Tape.  
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BOOKMAKING REFLECTION SHEET
Student name:  _______________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

Project name:  _____________________________________________________

What do you currently use books for? Do you think they are important? Why or why not?

What was the most challenging part of this project for you?

How does this structure reflect changing times and traditions, currently and historically?

If you could adapt or change something about this structure, what would that be? Would you add, subtract, or use 
different materials? Explain.

How did you feel using a historic method of bookmaking with modern-day recycled materials?

What do you imagine this structure was used for when it was originally created?

How do you plan to use this structure?

HISTORY
Born to parents who ran a tapestry restoration business in Paris, 
Louise Bourgeois helped in the workshop by drawing missing 
elements in the tapestry scenes. Later, she studied math before 
turning to art. Bourgeois married an American art historian and 
moved to New York. Art was her tool for coping, “a guarantee of 
sanity,” as she stated. Bourgeois created art until her death at the age 
of 98.

KNOWN FOR
Louis Bourgeois is a proto-feminist artist best known for her large-
scale sculpture. Her work often explores the relationship of the 
individual to the group, especially the child to the family. Heavily 
influenced by traumatic psychological events from her childhood, 
Bourgeois’ focus on three-dimensional form was rare for women 
artists at the time.

CAREER
Louise Bourgeois began as a painter-engraver, turning to carved 
sculpture in the late forties. Later she experimented with latex, 
plaster, and marble to create globular shapes. Bourgeois’ work 
achieves an organic quality within the abstract. Her later work 
reflects the feminist movement of the sixties and seventies, as well 
as themes of loneliness, jealousy, anger, and fear. Like many female 
artists, Bourgeois was not recognized until late in her career, taking 
center stage at The Museum of Modern Art in New York City at age 
70.

Louise 
Bourgeois

1911-2010

French-American 
Sculptor

Famous for highly 
personal thematic 
artwork involving the 
unconscious, desire, and 
the body

FAMOUS WORKS 
Femme Volage, 1951

Quarantania I, 1947-53/1981

Cell (Eyes and Mirrors), 1989-93

Spider, 1997

Father and Son, 2005

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Louise Bourgeois. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.moma.org/artists/710

Louise Bourgeois. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-bourgeois-louise.htm

Louise Bourgeois (1997). Spider [Mixed media sculpture]. 
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Name:        Class:

things I learned from the creation of this artwork:

things I wish I could change about this artwork: 

thing I will never forget about this artmaking:
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3, 2, 1 
SELF REFLECTION
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3

2

1

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .5a Experiment and 
develop skills in multiple art-making 

techniques and
approaches through practice.

VA:Cr2 .2 .5a Demonstrate quality 
craftsmanship through care for and use 

of materials, tools, and equipment.

NCAS - VA:Re8 .1 .5a Interpret art by 
analyzing characteristics of form and 

structure, contextual information, 
subject matter, visual elements, and 

use of media to identify
ideas and mood conveyed.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .5a Apply formal and 
conceptual vocabularies of art and 

design to view
surroundings in new ways through 

art-making.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .5a Identify how art 
is used to inform or change beliefs, 

values, or behaviors of an individual or 
society.


