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ONLINE LEARNING
INTERMEDIATE SCOPE AND SEQUENCES: 1st Edition 

6th - 8th Grades 

What is FLEX Curriculum? 
FLEX Curriculum is designed as a rigorous, relevant, and flexible set 
of curriculum resources art teachers can curate for their classrooms. 

Teachers can utilize scope and sequences, units, and learning 
experiences based on their unique needs and environments.
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HOW TO UNDERSTAND THESE SCOPE AND SEQUENCES

The following FLEX Curriculum 

K-12 scope and sequences were 

designed for art educators to use 

as inspiration and as a guide to 

drive teaching specifically in an 

online environment. The FLEX 

Curriculum contents selected 

at each level are based on three 

grade level priority National Core 

Arts Standards (at the top of each 

page) represented in the content 

driving ‘Essential Questions’ 

(second column from left). Each 

lesson was selected also for the 

use of minimal materials. 

The National Core Arts Standards 

are the foundation of each 

grade level scope and sequence. 

Priority standards selected ensure 

students will have opportunities 

to create, connect, present, and 

respond through process and 

projects. Concepts and skills in the 

lesson plans spiral and build upon 

one another increasing complexity 

and depth.

Grade level units are organized 

by an element, principle or 

media (first column on the left). 

While the following scope and 

sequences are written to be 

linear with spiraling concepts, 

modifications may need to 

be made to meet district or 

student goals and needs. If all 

units are taught in sequential 

order, students will be exposed 

to a variety of skills, standards, 

concepts, media and learning 

experiences.
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ONLINE LEARNING: 6TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G What does a drawing 

show? Why do artists 
choose certain things to 

draw? What meaning does 
a drawing have? 

TOY DRAWING WHAT IS SPACE? | ADVANCED ANDY WARHOL GRAPHITE TECHNIQUES PRE-TEST

PEOPLE IN MOTION WHAT IS SCULPTURE? DAVID HOCKNEY
DID I? FINISHED ARTWORK  

REVIEW

CHARACTERS WITH EXPRESSION WHAT IS FORM? | BEGINNER CINDY SHERMAN “FIRST, THEN, NEXT FINALLY”

CREATIVE CUBISM CARTOONS WHAT IS SHAPE? | ADVANCED PABLO PICASSO
COLOR PENCIL TECHNIQUES  

PRE-TEST

MY PATH WHAT IS PATTERN? GUSTAV KLIMT CONCEPT PLANNING

HISTORY
Andy Warhol was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
As a child, Warhol often stayed home from school due to a 
health condition. There, he would listen to the radio and collect 
photographs of celebrities, shaping his interest in pop culture. His 
family encouraged his interest in the arts, funding his college tuition 
to Carnegie Institute of Technology, where he earned a degree in 
Pictorial Design.

CAREER
Before pursuing Pop Art, Warhol found success illustrating for 
Glamour, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, and The New Yorker. He also 
won several awards for his work in the advertisement industry. This 
experience influenced his later art, as many of his most famous 
pieces are based on advertisements and graphic design. Many film 
historians argue that the films made later in his career pioneered 
independent filmmaking. Warhol died at 58 after having become a 
commercially successful artist and well-known celebrity.

Andy Warhol
1928-1987

American Painter, 
Filmmaker, and 
Printmaker

Famous for Pop 
Art, Video Art, and 
Postmodernism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Gold Marilyn Monroe, 1962

Sleep, 1963

Brillo Boxes 1964

Campbell’s Soup, 1968

Mao, 1973

Self-Portrait, 1986

KNOWN FOR
Warhol is known for both his art 
and for his life as a celebrity. His 
iconic screenprints of Campbell’s 
soup cans and Marilyn Monroe are 
still highly reproduced and alluded 
to today. Warhol’s legacy also 
includes gatherings he held at his 
studio, nicknamed “The Factory.” 
Warhol often filmed  these meetings, 
attended by artists and celebrities, 
ultimately producing more than 500 
films that immortalized the scene.

Andy Warhol. (n.d.) Retrieved January 28, 2019, from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-warhol-andy.htm 

Andy Warhol: A Factory. (2018, April 18). Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.guggenheim.org/exhibition/andy-warhol-a-factory 

Andy Warhol (1968). Campbell’s Soup [Synthetic polymer paint on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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David
Hockney

HISTORY
David Hockney was born in 1937 in Bradford, England. He 
attended the Royal Academy of Art and graduated in 1962. He 
moved to Los Angeles in 1964, gaining fame for the vibrant 
colors in his acrylic paintings of swimming pools. He has worked 
in all types of media throughout his career and even produced 
groundbreaking theories in art history studies.

KNOWN FOR
Hockney first became famous for his paintings of swimming pools. 
These bold, colorful landscapes were evocative of the California 
lifestyle in the 1960s. Much of Hockney’s work includes portraits 
of the people in his life, including his parents and his partner. 
Hockney wants to capture his relationships with the people he 
knows best. Many of his paintings humanize and show caring for 
the people in his life whom he loves. Hockney has also discovered 
a number of insights into the world of the great art masters, 
including the Hockney-Falco thesis that showed how those 
masters used technology to help improve their work.

CAREER
Hockney’s work began in the 1960s and continues to this day, 
and he is known as one of the most influential British artists of all 
time. Despite his many accolades and all of the art he has created, 
Hockney is still painting and experimenting with new media. 
Some of his most recent work includes painting on iPads. The 
technology allows people to go back and “rewind” the painting, 
showing how it was created from the beginning. This continuous 
experimentation and creation is representative of Hockney’s entire 
career.

Born 1937

British Painter

Famous for bold colors, 
swimming pools, and 
personal portraits

FAMOUS WORKS 
A Bigger Splash, 1967

Beverly Hills Housewife, 1967

Portrait of an Artist
(Pool with Two Figures), 1972

A Visit with Christopher and Don, 

Santa Monica Canyon, 1984

Garrowby Hill, 1998

Bigger Trees Near Warter, 2007

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Evans, G. (2004). Hockney’s pictures. First Edition. London: Gardners Books.

David Hockney (1967). A Bigger Splash [Acrylic paint on canvas]. Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, South Korea)
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HISTORY
Cindy Sherman grew up in New York and was the youngest of 
five children. After graduating from high school, she attended 
the State University of New York at Buffalo to study painting. She 
quickly learned, however, that she preferred the aesthetics found 
in photography. Not long after being introduced to conceptual art, 
Sherman graduated and moved to New York City to begin her career.

KNOWN FOR
Sherman’s work mostly consists of photographs taken of herself. In 
these photos, Sherman dresses  as a female archetype from the past 
or present. These personas often exaggerate reality, forcing viewers 
to differentiate between real life and fantasy. Her work is meant to 
call out the influence mass media has on viewers’ perceptions of 
female identify.

CAREER
After producing several series of self-portraits, Sherman earned 
a MacArthur Fellowship and a National Arts Award for Artistic 
Excellence. She took a break from still photography to work with 
film in 1997 but ultimately returned to what she is best known for. 
Sherman continues to portray a multitude of female identities, 
suggesting one’s story exists beyond one still image.

Cindy
Sherman

Born 1954

American Photographer

Famous for using self-
portraits to examine 
gender roles

FAMOUS WORKS 
Untitled Film Still #13, 1978

Untitled Film Still #21, 1978

Untitled Film Still #35, 1979

Untitled #92, “Disasters and Fairy Tales” 
Series, 1985

Untitled #209,”History Portrait” Series, 
1989

Untitled, 2004

Cindy Sherman. (n.d.). Retrieved January 21, 2019, from https://walkerart.org/collections/artists/cindy-sherman 

Cindy Sherman Overview and Analysis. (n.d.). Retrieved January 21, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-sherman-cindy.htm#synopsys_header 

Cindy Sherman. (1979). Untitled Film #35 [Gelatin silver print]. Louvre Museum: Paris, FR
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HISTORY
Pablo Picasso began studying and creating art at a very young 
age. His father, who was also a painter, taught Picasso until sending 
him to a formal school at age eleven. His parents continuously 
encouraged his passion, sending him to the best schools they 
could afford and travelling to visit classic artwork. Picasso’s later 
influences include a range of bohemians and modernists, who 
encouraged him to express himself through Art Nouveau and 
symbolism.

CAREER
Throughout his career, Picasso’s work was highly influenced by 
his personal relationships. Early on, he relied on a blue and gray 
palette. This body of art, referred to as his Blue Period, created 
a melancholic mood that reflected his own sadness at the death 
of a close friend. Later, while developing Cubism, Picasso learned 
from and was motivated by Braque, producing the most intense 
collaboration of his career. Picasso’s focus shifted yet again after 
meeting Sergei Diaghilev, founder of Ballets Russes, as he took time 
off from painting to create set designs for ballet productions. After 
World War II, in which several of Picasso’s Jewish friends were killed, 
he expressed his frustration through sculpture, using hard materials 
to symbolize his grief. He continued to paint and sculpt until his 
death in 1973.

Pablo Picasso
1881-1973

Spanish Painter and 
Sculptor

Famous for developing 
Cubism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 1907

Maquette for Guitar, 1912

Ma Jolie, 1911-1912

The Three Musicians, 1921

Large Nude in a Red Armchair, 1929

Guernica, 1937

KNOWN FOR
Pablo Picasso is  best known for 
developing Cubism alongside his 
friend and colleague, Georges 
Braque. This African-influenced 
abstract form can be described as 
geometric and fractured, and often 
takes on multiple vantage points. 
This form eventually led Picasso 
to develop collage, which employs 
pieces of paper and other synthetic 
materials in a piece of art.

Cubism. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm 

Pablo Picasso. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from  

 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-picasso-pablo-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Pablo Picasso (1921). The Three Musicians [Oil on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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HISTORY
The second of seven children, Gustav Klimt lived in poverty most of 
his childhood. Awarded a scholarship to the Vienna School of Arts 
and Crafts, he received training as an architectural painter and began 
his professional career painting interior murals and ceilings in large 
public buildings. After public outcry over three paintings for the 
University of Vienna, he turned toward the prominent use of gold 
leaf in his paintings. Many of his paintings have brought some of the 
highest prices recorded for individual works of art. 

KNOWN FOR
Klimt is known for his use of gold leaf in his paintings. He believed in 
showcasing the applied arts and wanted to break down the hierarchy 
that placed decorative arts in the ranks below painting and sculpture.

CAREER
Klimt opened an independent studio for painting murals. Later he and 
a group of painters revolted against academic art in favor of a highly 
decorative style. Klimt’s fascination with organic patterns and the 
psychological pervades his work. His later murals are characterized 
by linear drawing and the bold use of color and gold leaf, inspired 
by his firsthand study of Byzantine mosaics. Several of his paintings 
were confiscated by the Nazis during World War II and became the 
focus of a lengthy legal battle. In 2006, the paintings were returned 
to the owners, and Adele Bloch-Bauer I sold for a then-record price 
of $135 million.

Gustav
Klimt

1862-1918

Austrian Painter

Famous for the highly 
decorative style of 
his works, seen as a 
rebellion against the 
traditional academic art 
of his time

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Kiss, 1908

Adele Bloch-Bauer, 1908

Biography of Gustav Klimt. (2002-2017). Retrieved from https://www.klimtgallery.org/biography.html

Davies, P., Denny, W., Hofrichter, F., Jacobs, J., Roberts, A. & Simon, D. (2007). Janson’s History of Art: The Western Tradition.  
 Seventh edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Gustav Klimt. (2019, February 2). Encyclopaedia Britannica. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gustav-Klimt

Klimt, G. (1908). The Kiss [Oil on canvas]. Osterreichische Gallery, Vienna.
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HATCHING

EXTRA LIGHT MEDIUM EXTRA DARK

STIPPLING

CROSS-HATCHING

GRAPHITE TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

LIGHT DARK

BLENDING

SCUMBLING

NAME:

CLASS:

Before turning in your artwork, please use this review sheet to reflect on your work and 
your artmaking process. 
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DID I SHOW MY BEST 
CRAFTSMANSHIP?

DID I ERASE ALL 
UNNECESSARY PENCIL LINES?

DOES MY ARTWORK 
CONTAIN MY OWN IDEAS? 

DID I FIX ANY AREAS 
NEEDING IMPROVEMENT?

DOES MY ARTWORK 
SHOW DETAIL? 

DID I MAKE CHANGES TO 
MY ARTWORK THAT WERE 
SUGGESTED FROM PEER AND/
OR TEACHER FEEDBACK?

Name:        Class:

DID I...?
FINISHED ARTWORK REVIEW

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:
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FIRST, THEN, NEXT, FINALLY 
Consider your artmaking process.  

Write down what the necessary steps are to complete the art.

FIRST

THEN

NEXT

FINALLY

To create my artwork I...
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HATCHING

EXTRA LIGHT MEDIUM EXTRA DARK

NAME:

STIPPLING

CROSS-HATCHING

COLOR PENCIL TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

LIGHT DARK

BLENDING

SCUMBLING
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CONCEPT PLANNING
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CONCEPT PLAN FOR:

Name:        Class:

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .6a 
Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, materials, 
methods,and approaches in making works of art and 

design.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .6a 
Individually or collaboratively, develop a visual plan for 

displaying works of art, analyzing exhibit space, the needs 
of the viewer, and the layout of the exhibit.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .6a  
Analyze how art reflects changing times, traditions, 

resources, and cultural uses.

6TH GRADE  PRIORITY STANDARDS
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ONLINE LEARNING: 7TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

3D

What is essential in 
creating a piece of 3D 

art? How do artists create 
3D art to effectively 

communicate their ideas? 
OP ART IN 3D WHAT IS SCULPTURE? VICTOR VASARELY

“TELL, EXPLAIN, DESCRIBE, 
CRITIQUE GUIDE”

PA
IN

TI
N

G What is essential in 
creating a painting? How 
do artists create paintings 
to effectively communicate 

their ideas? 

REPETITION AS MOVEMENT WHAT IS FORM? | ADVANCED JACKSON POLLOCK SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE

GIUSEPPE ARCIMBOLDO FOOD 
COLLAGE WHAT IS SHAPE? | ADVANCED GIUSEPPE ARCIMBOLDO 3 2 1 SELF REFLECTION

PR
IN

TM
A

K
IN

G

What is essential in 
creating a print? How do 
artists create prints  to 

effectively communicate 
their ideas? FOUND OBJECT CITYSCAPE 

PRINTING WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? RACHEL WHITEREAD
ARTMAKING PROCESS  

REFLECTION

D
R

A
W

IN
G What is essential in 

creating a drawing? How 
do artists create drawings 

to effectively communicate 
their ideas? UNDER THE LIGHTS: ALL-WHITE 

STILL LIFE WHAT IS VALUE? | ADVANCED REMBRANDT VAN RIJN GRAPHITE TECHNIQUES PRE-TEST

1906-1997

French Hungarian 
Painter and Sculptor

Artist Famous for being 
one of the pioneers of 
the Op Art Movement

HISTORY
Victor Vasarely was born in Pécs, Hungary. In his earlier years, he 
pursued a career in medicine at Budapest University. Two years 
later, he shifted career interests and followed his passion for 
painting. He worked as a commercial artist until the 1930s and 
eventually relocated to Paris. As an advertising graphic designer, 
he experimented with bold shapes and patterns. By the 1950s, he 
developed his unique op art style by focusing on geometric forms in 
the natural world: repetition, lines, shapes, and colors.

CAREER
Victor Vasarely opened a series of foundations and museums 
throughout the 1970s and 80s. He believed that the concept of 
an artwork was more important than the realization of it, and as 
a result, he relied more on assistants to help finish his projects 
while he spent more time running his foundations and museums. 
Vasarely was diagnosed with prostate cancer in the mid 1990s and 
died in 1997. While the popularity of op art had subsided by the 
1980s, Vasarely’s influence in the art world can be seen reflected in 
movements such as the Light and Space movement and in the work 
of artists such as Robert Irwin and Peter Alexander. 

Victor Vasarely

KNOWN FOR
Victor Vasarely is best known for 
being one of the leading figures of 
the Op Art movement during the 
1950s and 1960s. He was inspired by 
artists like Josef Albers as well as the 
Constructivism movement and artists 
from that movement such as Wassily 
Kandinsky. Elements of geometry 
that he observed in his environment 
also found their way into his art. 
Vasarely’s work used intricate 
patterns and bold color choices 
that created optical experiences of 
movement and illusion through the 
observer’s point of view.

Victor Vasarely. (n.d). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/victor-vasarely/biography

Victor Vasarely. (n.d). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist/vasarely-victor/life-and-legacy/#nav 

Victor Vasarely (1937). Zebra [Acrylic on canvas]. 
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FAMOUS WORKS 
Zebra, 1937

Geometric Composition, 1956

Riu-Kiu-C, 1960

Harmas, 1966

Hexa 5, 1988

HISTORY
Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s interest in painting likely began at a very 
young age due to his father having also been a painter. His original 
works began in stained glass and fresco painting for local cathedrals 
around Milan. In 1562, he was summoned to the Habsburg court in 
Vienna to serve as the court portraitist where he would serve for the 
next 25 years.

KNOWN FOR
Challenging traditional perceptions of the time, Guiseppe Arcimboldo 
found a receptive home for his peculiar talents in the Habsburg 
court serving three generations of emperors, from Ferdinand I 
to his son, Maximilian II, to his grandson, Rudolph II. Maximilian II 
was intensely interested in the study of flora and fauna, bringing 
in exotic species of both from around the world. Arcimboldo had 
free access to these which obviously inspired his paintings that 
consisted of densely packed images of the specimens that came 
together to create a clearly human form. It is thought that the peak 
of Arcimboldo’s career occurred during his service to Rudolph II due 
to Rudolph’s carrying on the keen interest in horticulture, botany, 
and exotic creatures. During the last years of his service to the court, 
Arcimboldo produced some of his most well-known works, one being 

the portrait of Rudolph II: Vertumnus.

CAREER
While Giuseppe Arcimboldo is most well-known for his paintings of 
haunting human portraits comprised of unusual objects, his talents 
ranged from stained glass to fresco painting to costume and tapestry 
design. A large portion of his works vanished during the Thirty Years’ 
War, and much of his conventional work was lost to history. However, 
Arcimboldo’s legacy lives on through his innovative, pioneering work 
in the exploration of what can be used to create the human form.

Giuseppe
Arcimboldo

1527-1593

Italian Painter

Famous for paintings 
of haunting human 
portraits comprised of 
unusual objects such as 
fruits, vegetables, and 
other unlikely items

FAMOUS WORKS 
Four Seasons, 1563-73

Vertumnus, 1590-91

Giuseppe Arcimboldo. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.giuseppe-arcimboldo.org/biography.html

Giuseppe Arcimboldo. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://www.nga.gov/content/dam/ngaweb/Education/learning-resources/an-eye- 
 for-art/AnEyeforArt-GiuseppeArcimboldo.pdf

Giuseppe Arcimboldo. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist/arcimboldo-giuseppe/life-and- 
 legacy/#biography_header 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo (1590-91). Vertumnus [Oil on panel]. Skokloster Castle, Sweden.
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TELL, EXPLAIN, DESCRIBE 
CRITIQUE GUIDE
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What did you create?

How did you create it?

What is the most successful part of your 
artwork?

What were your goals for creating the work?

What new techniques or methods did you 
explore while making this artwork?

What are you struggling with the most with 
your artwork?

TELL US ABOUT YOUR WORK

EXPLAIN THE PROCESS BEHIND YOUR ARTMAKING

DESCRIBE “GLOWS AND GROWS”

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

things I learned from the creation of this artwork:

things I wish I could change about this artwork: 

thing I will never forget about this artmaking:

theartofeducation.edu

3, 2, 1 
SELF REFLECTION
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3

2

1

VA:Cr1 .1 .7a Apply methods to overcome creative blocks. NCAS - VA:Pr4 .1 .7a Compare and contrast how 
technologies have changed the way artwork is preserved, 

presented, and experienced.

NCAS - VA:Re8 .1 .7a Interpret art by analyzing art- making 
approaches, the characteristics of form and structure, 

relevant contextual information, subject matter, and use of 
media to identify ideas and mood conveyed.

7TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Jackson Pollock was born in Wyoming, but his family left there 
before his first birthday and moved from place to place in Arizona 
and California throughout his childhood. Pollock recognized he 
was not a naturally gifted artist and described his own drawings 
as “rotten” and “cold and lifeless.” Nevertheless, in 1930, he moved 
to New York, where he and his older brother Charles both studied 
with Thomas Hart Benton at the Art Students League. From the 
mid to late 1930s, Pollock developed his skills – and earned a steady 
paycheck –  working in the Easel Division of the WPA’s Federal Art 
Project.

CAREER
In 1936, Pollock helped at muralist David Siqueiros’ Experimental 
Workshop, where he learned industrial painting techniques, such as 
using spray cans for application and pouring paint onto canvases on 
the floor. About 10 years later, when Pollock was looking for more 
abstract ways to express himself, he began throwing paint to create 
the webs of color for which he is best known. Art collector Peggy 
Guggenheim became Pollock’s dedicated patron in the 1940s, 
giving him his first solo exhibition and putting him under contract. 
Despite additional contracts with other dealers, Pollock’s alcoholism 
increased, and his work output decreased. He died in a car wreck in 
1956 at just 44 years old.

Jackson Pollock
1912-1956

American painter

Famous Abstract 
Expressionist known 
for his drip painting 
technique

FAMOUS WORKS 
Going West, 1934-35

Mural, 1943

Full Fathom Five, 1947

Autumn Rhythm: Number 30, 1950

The Deep, 1953

KNOWN FOR
Pollock was a leader of the Abstract 
Expressionism movement. His early 
work was mostly small landscapes 
and figurative scenes, but he became 
increasingly interested in mural 
painting and then in “veiling” figures 
with poured paint. He was known for 
his drip paintings, where he poured, 
splashed, and dripped paint all 
over his canvases to create unique 
and inventive compositions. He 
would put a canvas on the floor and 
physically move around it, shaking a 
paint-covered stick or brush, rarely 
touching the application tool to the 
canvas.

Frank, E. (1983). Jackson Pollock. New York: Abbeville Press.

Ingram, C. (2014). This Is Pollock. London: Laurence King Publishing.

Solomon, D. (1987). Jackson Pollock: A Biography. New York: Simon and Schuster

Jackson Pollock (1943). Mural [Oil on canvas]. University of Iowa Museum of Art, Iowa City.  
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Please explain how you created a “personal” still life study. Explain how and why you 
arranged your still life the way that you did. Remember that an aspect of this assignment 

is about creating an evocative, personal mood. 

SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE
Student name:  _________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

POOR
1

MODERATE
2

GOOD
3

STRONG
4

EXCELLENT
5

Materials used well; 
technique is excellent; good 
value inclusion

Evidence of thinking;  
clear visual intent; clear 
marks of intent; clear, 
evocative mark-making

Purposeful, planned 
composition; use of rule of 
thirds; clear visual planning

Inventive/ Imaginative

Awareness of style and 
format

Inclusion of additive/ 
subtractive methods; range 
in value.

GLOWS & GROWS  
REVIEW EACH QUESTION AND RESPOND.

GLOW: What was something that was a success, surprise, or both?

GROW: What was something you learned, that happened, or that challenged you?

SELF-EVALUATION: Please reflect and score yourself.

HISTORY
Rachel Whiteread was born in Essex, England, but moved to 
London when she was seven years old. Her mother was an artist, so 
Whiteread knew from a young age that she wanted to create art, 
too. She studied painting and sculpture at Brighton Polytechnic and 
later at the Slade School of Fine Art in London. Whiteread has two 
sons, Connor and Tommy, who live with her in London.

CAREER
After graduating, Whiteread quickly developed her casting 
technique and was featured in her first exhibition in a London 
gallery. Unlike her artist peers at the time, she soon discovered that 
she was not interested in promoting her work within the media. 
Despite this, she was recognized by the art world when she was 
awarded the Turner Prize in 1993, the first woman to earn that 
honor. Her most debated work, House, was the casting of the entire 
interior of a three-story house in London. In 2006, Whiteread was 
named Commander of the Order of the British Empire.

Rachel Whiteread
Born 1963

British Sculptor

Famous for her plaster-
cast sculptures of 
negative spaces - the 
spaces inside, between, 
and around objects

FAMOUS WORKS 
Ghost, 1990

Torso, 1991

House, 1993

Holocaust Memorial, 1995-2000

Embankment, 2005

KNOWN FOR
Whiteread is best known for her 
plaster castings of negative spaces. 
She is fascinated by the space 
within, between, and around objects, 
preserving the everyday and giving 
attention to forgotten spaces by 
casting them into solid things. She 
works in various sizes, from casting 
small items like the inside of a hot 
water bottle, to large items like an 
entire house! Whiteread has received 
both positive and negative critiques 
of her work but has continued 
exploring her signature style 
throughout her career.

Kuiper, K. (2019, April 16). Rachel Whiteread. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rachel-Whiteread

Rachel Whiteread Artworks & Famous Paintings. (n.d.). Retrieved from 

 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-whiteread-rachel-artworks.htm

Rachel Whiteread (1993). House [Sculpture]. London. 
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Name:        Class:

In two or three sentences, explain your process for creating the artwork.

What came easily to you during this artmaking process?

What was a struggle for you during the creation of this artwork?

What did you change within your work based on peer feedback?
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ARTMAKING PROCESS 
REFLECTION
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Rembrandt 
van Rijn
HISTORY
Rembrandt van Rijn was born in 1606 in Leiden, Netherlands. He 
began training as an artist in 1620 at age 14. In 1625 he began 
creating small works full of rich detail. He also began making 
etchings showing a unique mastery of light and shadow. After 
moving to Amsterdam, he began creating large-scale, dramatic 
paintings of biblical and mythological scenes. Despite his artistic 
success, his family life was marked by tragedy. Three of his 
children died within five years, and his wife died shortly after; 
however, he continued creating magnificent works until his death 
in 1669.

KNOWN FOR
Rembrandt, through his drawings, paintings, and etchings, is 
widely considered one of the greatest artists who ever lived. 
He was incredibly prolific and innovative, but the works that 
receive the most recognition are his portraits, self-portraits, and 
illustrations of Bible scenes. He turned etching from a novelty 
into a new form of art, and his mastery of light and shadow is 
second to none. He created a number of huge, dramatic paintings 
showcasing his skill and ability to interpret stories from the past.

CAREER
Rembrandt’s style continually evolved during his lifetime; he 
worked with different sizes, different media, and different subjects 
throughout his career. He was successful not only as a young 
painter and but remained widely popular throughout his career. In 
his lifetime, he was known as the greatest etcher in history, and he 
was famous around the world for this talent. No matter what he 
created, his artistic skill was evident, and his talent clearly places 
him as one of the greatest artists in history.

1606-1669

Dutch Painter

Famous for drawing, 
painting, and 
printmaking

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes 

Tulp, 1632

The Raising of Lazarus, 1632

The Night Watch, 1642

The Three Trees, 1643

The Mill, 1648

The Goldsmith, 1655

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Michel, E., Rembrandt Harmenszoon Van Rijn, Wedmore, F. & Levis, H. C. (1903) Rembrandt--his life, his work, and his time //  
 by Emile Michel; from the French by Florence Simmonds ; edited by Frederick Wedmore. London: W. Heinemann; New   
 York: C. Scribner’s Sons.

Rembrandt van Rijn (1642). The Night Watch [Oil on canvas]. Amsterdam Museum on permanent loan to the Rijksmuseum,  
 Amsterdam
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Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
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Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2
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Page 5

ONLINE LEARNING: 8TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G

How how does line play a 
role in optical illusions? 

What does drawing reflect 
about the world around 

us? How is personal 
preference and aesthetic 
shown in drawing? How 
do artists grow in their 

drawing skills? 

How do art museums help 
us understand art and the 
world around us? How are 
art museums different than 

other museums?

WHAT’S IN A LINE? WHAT IS LINE? | ADVANCED SOL LEWITT 3 2 1 SELF REFLECTION

FROM THE SHADOWS: ALL BLACK 
STILL LIFE WHAT IS VALUE? | ADVANCED DIEGO VELAZQUEZ SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE

FROM VIRTUAL TO CONCRETE WHAT IS SPACE? | ADVANCED FRANK GEHRY CONCEPT PLANNING

C
O

LL
A

G
E

What does collage reflect 
about the world around 

us? How is personal 
preference and aesthetic 

shown in collage? How do 
artists grow in their collage 

skills? LAYERED IDENTITY WHAT IS SHAPE? | ADVANCED HANNAH HÖCH
ARTMAKING PROCESS  

REFLECTION

D
R

A
W

IN
G What do maps tell us 

about the artists that make 
them? What information 
can we understand from 

maps?
ABSTRACT MAPMAKING WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? JULIE MEHRETU LEARNING OBJECTIVES REVIEW

HISTORY
Solomon “Sol” LeWitt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, but moved 
to New Britain with his mother after his father died. He showed 
artistic ability from a young age and wanted to be an artist when he 
left high school. His mother, however, wanted him to get a college 
degree, so he attended Syracuse University, where he earned a 
BFA. He served in the Army in Korea and Japan during the Korean 
War and then moved to New York, where he took classes at the 
Cartoonists and Illustrators School while doing a design internship 
at Seventeen magazine.

CAREER
LeWitt was a graphic designer in the architectural office of I. M. 
Pei but left his job to devote himself to art. He took a night job at 
The Museum of Modern Art, where he met other artists and critics 
who influenced his thinking and approach. After creating his first 
wall drawing in 1968, he determined that a team of assistants could 
install his work as well or better based on his original ideas. In 1976, 
LeWitt co-founded Printed Matter, an organization dedicated to 
sharing artists’ books and related publications. LeWitt donated to 
the Sol LeWitt Fund for Artists Work to support the creation and 
exhibition of public art in New York City.  

Sol LeWitt
1928-2007

American conceptual 
artist

Famous for minimalist 
works influenced by 
mathematics

FAMOUS WORKS 
Standing Open Structure Black, 1964

Corner Piece No. 2, 1976

Lines in Four Directions in Flowers, 
1981

Brushstrokes, 1996

Wall Drawing #1136, 2004

KNOWN FOR
LeWitt is known for his drawings, 
paintings, and sculptures, which 
he called structures. He was a 
conceptual, minimalistic artist who 
created wall drawings, prints, and 
even architecture. Most of LeWitt’s 
work was mathematically informed. 
He believed that an idea could be a 
work of art – that as an architect can 
give a blueprint to a construction 
crew, an artist can share an idea and 
delegate its production.

Bloom, L. (2019) Sol LeWitt: A life of ideas. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press.

Sigler, J. (2019) I destroyed a LeWitt: How the father of minimalism brought power to the people, 
and learned to let go. Tablet. Retrieved from https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/290141/sol-lewitt

Sol LeWitt (2004). Wall Drawing #1136 [Paint on Wall]. Tate and National Galleries of Scotland. 
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Diego 
Velazquez

HISTORY
Diego Velazquez was born in Seville, Spain, and showed a talent 
for art at a very early age. He worked as an apprentice to two 
different artists before he was 18, then began working in Seville 
on his own as a painter. In 1623, he was hired to paint a portrait of 
King Philip IV. The king was so pleased with Velazquez’s work that 
he insisted Velazquez move to Madrid to work for him.

KNOWN FOR
Velazquez spent much of his life as the leading artist in the royal 
court of King Philip IV of Spain. He painted scenes depicting 
events of cultural and historical significance, serving as a historical 
record of the time. He also painted a plethora of portraits for the 

royal family and other notable people across Europe.

CAREER
Wiley began his career copying works of the old masters in order 
As the leading artist in a royal court, Velazquez, of course, spent 
much of his time painting portraits. He also depicted historical 
scenes and some religious works in the Baroque style. He was 
known as one of the preeminent painters of his time and is 
recognized as one of the most skilled portrait artists ever. His 
painting Las Meninas is widely recognized as one of the greatest 
paintings of all time.

1599-1660

Spanish Painter

Famous for his paintings 
from the Spanish Golden 
Age

FAMOUS WORKS 
Self-Portrait, 1640

Portrait of Innocent X, 1650

Portrait of Juan de Pareja, 1650

Las Meninas, 1656

Lopez-Rey, J. (1997). Velazquez: The complete works. First edition. Cologne: Taschen.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
 Prentice Hall.

Diego Velazquez (1640). Self-Portrait [Oil on canvas]. Museu de Belles Arts de València, Valencia, Spain
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Name:        Class:

things I learned from the creation of this artwork:

things I wish I could change about this artwork: 

thing I will never forget about this artmaking:

theartofeducation.edu

3, 2, 1 
SELF REFLECTION
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3

2

1
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Please explain how you created a “personal” still life study. Explain how and why you 
arranged your still life the way that you did. Remember that an aspect of this assignment 

is about creating an evocative, personal mood. 

SELF-EVALUATION FOR STILL LIFE
Student name:  _________________________________________  Class:  _____________________

POOR
1

MODERATE
2

GOOD
3

STRONG
4

EXCELLENT
5

Materials used well; 
technique is excellent; good 
value inclusion

Evidence of thinking;  
clear visual intent; clear 
marks of intent; clear, 
evocative mark-making

Purposeful, planned 
composition; use of rule of 
thirds; clear visual planning

Inventive/ Imaginative

Awareness of style and 
format

Inclusion of additive/ 
subtractive methods; range 
in value.

GLOWS & GROWS  
REVIEW EACH QUESTION AND RESPOND.

GLOW: What was something that was a success, surprise, or both?

GROW: What was something you learned, that happened, or that challenged you?

SELF-EVALUATION: Please reflect and score yourself.

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .8a Demonstrate willingness to experiment, 
innovate, and take risks to pursue ideas, forms, and meanings that 

emerge in the process of art-making or designing.

VA:Pr5 .1 .8a Collaboratively prepare and present selected theme-
based artwork for display, and formulate exhibition narratives for 

the viewer.

NCAS - VA:Re .8 .1 .8a Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction 
of subject matter, characteristics of form and structure, use of 

media, art- making approaches, and relevant contextual information 
contributes to understanding messages or ideas and mood 

conveyed.

8TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Gehry was born in Toronto, Canada. As a young boy, he and his 
grandmother built cities out of scrap pieces of wood and the challah 
bread dough she gave him to use as modeling clay. He moved 
with his family to Los Angeles when he was a teenager and later 
graduated from the University of Southern California with a degree 
in architecture. Gehry took classes in city planning at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, served a year in the Army, and worked 
for a couple of architectural firms. Then, he took a position as an 
architect in Paris, which gave him the opportunity to study the work 
of Le Corbusier, a pioneer of modern architecture.

CAREER
After establishing his own firm in Los Angeles in 1962, Gehry 
became interested in avante-garde painters and sculptors who 
used industrial materials in their works. He created a popular line 
of corrugated cardboard furniture, rebuilt his own home with a 
flair that his neighbors didn’t appreciate, and designed lamps and 
other objects using fish and snake motifs. He begain adding more 
imaginative elements into his building designs. Critics liked what 
he was doing, and he attracted international attention that led to 
his designing multiple buildings overseas as well as in the U.S. He 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States’ 
highest civilian honor, in 2016.

Frank Gehry
Born 1929

Canadian-born American 
architect

Famous for imaginative 
building designs that 
appear disjointed

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Design Museum Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, opened 1989 

Peix (Fish) Barcelona, Spain, 1992

Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao, Spain, opened 1997

Walt Disney Concert Hall 
Los Angeles, CA, opened 2003

Fondation Louis Vuitton
Paris, France, opened 2014

KNOWN FOR
Gehry is a renowned architect with 
a very distinctive and recognizable 
style. Scholars describe his designs 
as whimsical, fanciful, and as 
pushing geometric boundaries. His 
buildings appear to be fragmented 
or disjointed. They are chaotic, but 
also beautiful.

Goldberger, P. (2015). Building Art: The Life and Work of Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Isenberg, B. (2009). Conversations with Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Frank Gehry (1997). Guggenheim Museum. Bilbao, Spain
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CONCEPT PLANNING
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CONCEPT PLAN FOR:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Anna Therese Johanne Höch was born into an upper middle class 
family on November 1, 1889, in Gotha, Germany. As a young adult, 
she headed to Berlin for an artistic education. She studied at the 
School of Applied Arts. As she was becoming familiar with the art 
scene in Berlin, she met Raoul Hausmann at a gallery. He and Höch 
became partners for several years and pioneered the Berlin Dada 
Movement. She was the only female member of this group. She 
was politically, socially and economically impacted by wartimes 
and these influences are reflected in her artistic expressions. Höch 
continued to produce works of art her entire life. 

KNOWN FOR
Höch deviated from traditional art forms in response to the horrors 
of war and culture during the Weimer era in Germany. She is most 
known for her experimentation in reconstructed images cut and 
pasted from printed materials such as magazines, photographs, 
journals and other such publications. Her photomontages, as 
they are called, often disoriented the original source in a socially 
critical manner. Her technical style displays a sense of proficiency, 
intelligence and rebellion. The evocative content that she made 
portrayed political and social themes, mainly concerning women 
and gender identities. By recombining pictures, she paved the way 
for collage as an artistic medium during the Dada Movement with 
her edgy style and layered compositions. 

CAREER
Hannah Höch studied art in the German city of Berlin during her 
20’s and was a founding member of the Berlin Dada Movement 
alongside Raoul Hausmann and other male Dadaists. During the 
Nazi era, contrary to many of her contemporaries fled Germany, she 
remained by retreating to the countryside to continue her artistic 
endeavours. Her art exhibitions were banned by the Nazi regime 
but when the war was over, she was able to showcase an extensive 
amount of work and continued to exhibit once again.

1889-1978

German Dada Artist

Famous for politically 
charged photomontages

FAMOUS WORKS 
Die starken Männer (The Strong Men), 
1931 

Indian Dancer: From an Ethnographic 
Museum (Indische Tänzerin: Aus einem 
ethnographischen Museum), 1930

Cut with the Dada Kitchen Knife 
through the Last Weimar Beer-Belly 
Cultural Epoch in Germany, 1919
Modenschau (Fashion Show), 1925-35

National Museum of Women in the Arts. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/hannah-hoch

Ades, D., Butler, E., & Herrmann, D. F. (2014). Hannah Höch. Münich: Prestel.

The Photomontages of Hannah Höch. (1997). New York: Museum of Modern Art (New York, N.Y.).

Hannah Höch (1925-35). Modenschau (Fashion Show) [Photography]. 
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Hannah 
Höch

Name:        Class:

In two or three sentences, explain your process for creating the artwork.

What came easily to you during this artmaking process?

What was a struggle for you during the creation of this artwork?

What did you change within your work based on peer feedback?

theartofeducation.edu

ARTMAKING PROCESS 
REFLECTION
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HISTORY
Julie Mehretu was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; her family moved 
to Michigan when she was seven years old to escape political 
violence. Her father’s work as a professor of economic geography 
influenced her work and can be seen in the way that she explores 
space, line, and shape in her often map-like creations. She earned 
a BA in Art from Kalamazoo College, and then went on to earn an 
MFA from the Rhode Island School of Art and Design. It was during 
her time at the Rhode Island School of Art and Design that she 
began to dive into the process of etching and exploring aerial views.

CAREER
Mehretu and her partner, artist Jessica Rankin, live and work in New 
York but also have a studio in Berlin, Germany. She has participated 
in numerous exhibitions around the world and received several 
prestigious awards, including the MacArthur Foundation Award, the 
Berlin Prize, and the American Art Award. Her works can be found 
in the collections of several museums around the United States. 

Julie Mehretu
Born 1970

Ethiopian American 
Painter and Printmaker

Famous for large, 
heavily-layered abstract 
paintings of landscapes

FAMOUS WORKS 
Empirical Construction, Istanbul, 
2003

Grey Area, 2007-9

Mural, 2010

Beloved (Cairo), 2013

Epigraph, Damascus, 2016

KNOWN FOR
Designing intricately layered, 
abstract landscapes, Mehretu 
masterfully combines various 
techniques of drawing and painting 
influenced by maps, architectural 
images, comic books, and graffiti. 
Her works are often relevant to 
specific events that she then 
incorporates her personal thoughts 
and experiences with, creating what 
she’s referred to as “story maps of 
no location.” One of her most well-
known works is Mural, an 80-foot 
commission by Goldman Sachs.

Julie Mehretu biography. (n.d.). Artnet. http://www.artnet.com/artists/julie-mehretu/biography

Julie Mehretu biography, life & quotes. (n.d.). The Art Story.  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist/mehretu-julie/life-and-legacy/#nav

Julie Mehretu (2010). Mural [Ink and acrylic on canvas]. Goldman Sachs Building, New York City

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

Before turning in your artwork, please use this review sheet to reflect on your work and 
your artmaking process.

Did I meet all of the Learning Objectives?

Learning Objective #1:

YES                                                              MOSTLY                                                        NO

Evidence: 

Learning Objective #2:

YES                                                              MOSTLY                                                        NO

Evidence: 

Learning Objective #3:

YES                                                              MOSTLY                                                        NO
  
Evidence:  

Name:        Class:
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LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES REVIEW
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