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ONLINE LEARNING 
BEGINNER SCOPE AND SEQUENCES: 1st Edition 

Kindergarten - 5th grade 

What is FLEX Curriculum? 
FLEX Curriculum is designed as a rigorous, relevant, and flexible set 
of curriculum resources art teachers can curate for their classrooms. 

Teachers can utilize scope and sequences, units, and learning 
experiences based on their unique needs and environments, including 

online learning .
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HOW TO UNDERSTAND THESE SCOPE AND SEQUENCES

The following FLEX Curriculum 

K-12 scope and sequences were 

designed for art educators to use 

as inspiration and as a guide to 

drive teaching specifically in an 

online environment. The FLEX 

Curriculum contents selected 

at each level are based on three 

grade level priority National Core 

Arts Standards (at the top of each 

page) represented in the content 

driving ‘Essential Questions’ 

(second column from left). Each 

lesson was selected also for the 

use of minimal materials. 

The National Core Arts Standards 

are the foundation of each 

grade level scope and sequence. 

Priority standards selected ensure 

students will have opportunities 

to create, connect, present, and 

respond through process and 

projects. Concepts and skills in the 

lesson plans spiral and build upon 

one another increasing complexity 

and depth.

Grade level units are organized 

by an element, principle or media 

(first column on the left). While the 

following scope and sequences are 

written to be linear with spiraling 

concepts, modifications may 

need to be made to meet district 

or student goals and needs. If 

all units are taught in sequential 

order, students will be exposed 

to a variety of skills, standards, 

concepts, media and learning 

experiences.
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ONLINE LEARNING: KINDERGARTEN

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

LI
N

E

What are lines? Where and 
how do we encounter lines 
in our world? How do we 

use lines to create? 
LINE RUGS WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER SOL LEWITT A LINE IS A DOT ON A WALK

SH
A

PE

How do you make a 
shape? How can we use 
shapes to create objects, 

places, people?
SHAPESCAPES WHAT IS IMPRESSIONISM? GEORGE SEURAT TWO STARS AND A WISH

TE
X

TU
R

E How do you create texture 
in art? How can we use 
lines, shapes, and color 
to give an idea of how 

something feels? 
FOUND OBJECT TEXTURE RUBBINGS WHAT IS TEXTURE? | BEGINNER SARAH MORRIS MINI ARTIST STATEMENT

C
O

LO
R What is color? How does 

color help us understand 
the world around us?

HOW DO PLANTS AND FLOWERS 
GROW? WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER YAYOI KUSAMA STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

SH
A

PE

How do you make a 
shape? How can we use 
shapes to create objects, 

places, people?
SIMPLE FACE EXPRESSION WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER EDVARD MUNCH PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

HISTORY
Solomon “Sol” LeWitt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, but moved 
to New Britain with his mother after his father died. He showed 
artistic ability from a young age and wanted to be an artist when he 
left high school. His mother, however, wanted him to get a college 
degree, so he attended Syracuse University, where he earned a 
BFA. He served in the Army in Korea and Japan during the Korean 
War and then moved to New York, where he took classes at the 
Cartoonists and Illustrators School while doing a design internship 
at Seventeen magazine.

CAREER
LeWitt was a graphic designer in the architectural office of I. M. 
Pei but left his job to devote himself to art. He took a night job at 
The Museum of Modern Art, where he met other artists and critics 
who influenced his thinking and approach. After creating his first 
wall drawing in 1968, he determined that a team of assistants could 
install his work as well or better based on his original ideas. In 1976, 
LeWitt co-founded Printed Matter, an organization dedicated to 
sharing artists’ books and related publications. LeWitt donated to 
the Sol LeWitt Fund for Artists Work to support the creation and 
exhibition of public art in New York City.  

Sol LeWitt
1928-2007

American conceptual 
artist

Famous for minimalist 
works influenced by 
mathematics

FAMOUS WORKS 
Standing Open Structure Black, 1964

Corner Piece No. 2, 1976

Lines in Four Directions in Flowers, 
1981

Brushstrokes, 1996

Wall Drawing #1136, 2004

KNOWN FOR
LeWitt is known for his drawings, 
paintings, and sculptures, which 
he called structures. He was a 
conceptual, minimalistic artist who 
created wall drawings, prints, and 
even architecture. Most of LeWitt’s 
work was mathematically informed. 
He believed that an idea could be a 
work of art – that as an architect can 
give a blueprint to a construction 
crew, an artist can share an idea and 
delegate its production.

Bloom, L. (2019) Sol LeWitt: A life of ideas. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press.

Sigler, J. (2019) I destroyed a LeWitt: How the father of minimalism brought power to the people, 
and learned to let go. Tablet. Retrieved from https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/290141/sol-lewitt

Sol LeWitt (2004). Wall Drawing #1136 [Paint on Wall]. Tate and National Galleries of Scotland. 
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HISTORY
An uncle introduced a young Georges Seurat to painting. This 
interest prompted Seurat to take a drawing course at night school 
and then enroll in art school where he studied the masters of the 
Louvre. While serving a compulsory year in the military, Seurat 
spent all his free time drawing and reading on theories of color and 
vision. Conveying emotion through color and lines, Seurat’s art is 
intellectual, influenced by the scientific attitudes of the nineteenth 
century.

CAREER
Seurat created huge compositions with tiny detached brush strokes, 
which made his paintings shimmer with the play of light. One of his 
early paintings was rejected at a prominent art exhibition while a 
later painting, La Grande Jatte, brought much interest, both positive 
and negative. During his last exhibition, Seurat exhausted himself 
as an organizer of the event and caught a chill, which caused his 
death. In addition to seven monumental paintings, he left 40 smaller 
paintings and sketches, along with several sketchbooks and about 
500 drawings - quite impressive considering his short life.

George Seurat
1859-1891

French Painter

Famous for leading 
the Neo-Impressionism 
movement and using the 
technique of Pointillism 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte, 1885

Grandcamp Evening, 1884-1886

KNOWN FOR
Seurat is best known for Pointillism. 
This painstaking process of painting 
small dots to create a picture is quite 
opposite the spontaneous method 
of Impressionism. The technique 
is a forerunner of the modern 
methods of photoengraving, color 
reproduction, television, and digital 
imaging. 

Courthion, P. (2019, February 10). Georges Seurat. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Georges-Seurat 

Georges Seurat Biography. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.freeart.com/gallery/s/seurat/seurat.html

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

George Seurat (1885). Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 
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HISTORY
Sarah Morris was born in Sevenoaks, southeast of London, England. 
She studied at Cambridge University and then Brown University, 
where she earned a degree in philosophy and semiotics (the study of 
how signs and symbols create meaning). After that, she was part of 
the Whitney Museum of American Art Independent Study Program 
while working as an assistant for American artist Jeff Koons.

KNOWN FOR
Morris is known for her abstract paintings, which feature bright color 
fields, sharp lines, and repeating shapes. She is also a filmmaker 
who focuses attention on the power and control behind places and 
events. For both her painting and her films, she finds inspiration in 
the architecture and energy of the world’s major cities.

CAREER
Morris started out making large-scale text paintings that included 
wording from sensationalized news stories. She then moved to single-
word paintings based on vocabulary from magazine headlines and 
advertising. In the late 1990s, she began creating abstract paintings 
that use tilted geometric shapes and bright colors to add a sense 
of depth. Morris has had, and continues to have, solo exhibitions 
worldwide. She lives and works in both New York and London.

Sarah
Morris

Born 1967

British-born American 
painter and filmmaker

Famous for her brightly-
colored geometric 
abstract painting

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Mirage, 1999

People’s Bank, 2004

1972, 2008 

Big Ben 2012, 2011

Chicago, 2011

Galpin, A. (2015). Women and Abstraction. Winter Park, FL: Cornell Fine Arts Museum.

Paul, F. (2015). Sarah Morris: CAPITAL Letters Read Better for Initials. Berlin: August Verlag.

Sarah Morris (2011). Big Ben 2012 [Screenprint on paper]. 
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HISTORY
Yayoi Kusama was born in 1929 in Matsumoto, Japan. She always 
painted as a child, filling her works with thousands of dots. After a 
short time at an art school in Japan, she moved to New York City. 
She has had a long career working alongside famous artists and 
creating unique works. In 2017 the Yayoi Kusama Museum opened in 
Tokyo, and it is dedicated to showcasing her work. She is known as 

one of the most important artists to ever come out of Japan.

CAREER
Kusama was raised in Matsumoto and trained at the Kyoto School of 
Arts and Crafts, learning a Japanese painting style called nihonga. 
She moved to New York City in the late 1950s and was part of the 
art scene for decades, working with Pop Artists and performance 
artists. She currently creates installations in museums around the 
world and is best known for her Infinity Rooms. Her obsession with 
dots and her interest in seemingly endless repetition have been 
hallmarks of her style throughout her career.

Yayoi Kusama
Born 1929

Japanese Sculptor

Famous for polka dot 
artworks and Infinity 
Rooms

FAMOUS WORKS 
Narcissus Garden, 1966

Pumpkin, 1983

Sunlight, 1998

Dots Obsession, 2003

Ascension of Polka Dots, 2017

KNOWN FOR
Kusama creates work in all 
different media including painting, 
performance art, fashion, and 
writing. But she is best known for 
her sculptures and installations, 
especially her works featuring 
thousands of polka dots; she has 
called herself an “obsessional artist.” 
She also creates Infinity Rooms, 
where lights reflect through a series 
of mirrors, giving the appearance of 
endless space. When you are in an 
Infinity Room, she makes it difficult 
to determine where you end and the 
rest of the installation begins!

Kusama, Y., & McCarthy, R. F. (2011). Infinity net: The autobiography of Yayoi Kusama. London: Tate Pub Ltd.

Yayoi Kusama’s Extraordinary Survival Story (September 26, 2018). Retrieved December 21, 2018, from 

 http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20180925-yayoi-kusamas-extraordinary-survival-story

Yayoi Kusama (1997). Dots Obsession [Mixed media]. Rice Gallery
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HISTORY
Edvard Munch’s themes of anxiety, emotional suffering, and human 
vulnerability can be traced to the early loss of his mother and sister, 
his father’s fatalistic beliefs, and his own challenges with mental 
illness. Munch used intense colors, semi-abstraction, and mysterious 
themes to symbolize universal emotions of tension, anguish, and 
loneliness. His later work is more colorful and less pessimistic, but his 
early work continues to have lasting influence.

KNOWN FOR
Munch is known as one of the most controversial and eventually 
renowned artists of Expressionist and Symbolist painters. He believed 
art should reflect an emotion or idea. As a result, Munch’s work 
focused on the internal view as opposed to the external.

CAREER
Munch’s style matured after spending time in Paris and the influence 
of artists like Van Gogh and Gauguin. His paintings explore the 
disturbing elements of human psychology and the Romantic belief 
that humans are powerless before the natural forces of death and 
love. Before his death, Munch donated more than 1,000 paintings, 
4,500 drawings and watercolors, six sculptures, and 15,400 prints to 
the Norwegian government. The country built the Munch Museum of 
Art to commemorate the unique style Munch introduced to the world.

Edvard 
Munch

1863-1944

Norwegian Painter and 
Printmaker

Famous for 
Expressionism and 
Symbolism

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Sick Child, 1885-86, 1907

The Scream, 1893

Davies, P., Denny, W., Hofrichter, F., Jacobs, J., Roberts, A. & Simon, D. (2007). Janson’s History of Art: The Western Tradition.  
 Seventh edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Edvard Munch. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.theartstory.org/artist-munch-edvard.htm

Edvard Munch and his Paintings. (2011). Retrieved from https://edvardmunch.org/

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

Edvard Munch (1893). The Scream [Oil, tempera, and pastel on cardboard]. The National Gallery, Olso.
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A LINE IS A DOT ON A WALK
INSTRUCTIONS: Starting with each dot, take each one on its own “walk.”  

Each dot walk should be different.
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TWO STARS AND A WISH
Write down two elements you think you showed excellent craftsmanship with and one thing 

you wish you would have done better or spent more time on.
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________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT

________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  _________________________ . 

_______________________________________________ . 

It is a  _________________________________________

_______________________________________________ .  

ARTIST STATEMENT
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:
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PAINT PALETTE CRITIQUE

Something I like 
about your art is…

I can tell you put a 
lot of effort into...

A suggestion I 
have is…

VA:Cr1.1.Ka  
Engage in exploration and imaginative play with materials.

VA:Cn10.1.Ka  
Create art that tells a story about a life experience.

VA:Cr2.3.Ka  
Create art that represents natural and constructed 

environments.

KINDERGARTEN PRIORITY STANDARDS
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ONLINE LEARNING: 1ST GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

C
O

N
TR

A
ST What does it mean to have 

choices in art? How many 
choices are there in art 

making? 
MY CHOICE MATTERS WHAT IS VALUE? | BEGINNER BRIDGET RILEY STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

SH
A

PE

How can we work together 
to make art? How can 

shapes, lines, and color be 
used to make art together? 

SHAPE COLLABORATIVE MURAL WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER PABLO PICASSO “1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH”

PA
TT

ER
N What is pattern? Where 

do we encounter pattern 
in our world? How can 

pattern create art?  
PATTERN PETS WHAT IS PATTERN? KEITH HARING

BEFORE & AFTER SELF  
ASSESSMENT REFLECTION

C
O

LO
R What is color? How does 

color help us understand 
the world around us?

STEPPING INTO ABSTRACT WORK WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER WASSILY KANDINSKY
BEFORE & AFTER SELF  

ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

SH
A

PE

How do you make a 
shape? How can we use 
shapes to create objects, 

places, people?
IMAGINATION ROBOTS WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER GRANT WOOD EXIT SLIP 3 2 1

HISTORY
Bridget Riley was born in 1931 in London. She attended Goldsmith’s 
College and Royal College of Art between 1949 and 1955. Riley 
started by painting landscapes until 1960 when she began exploring 
what is now considered Op Art. Riley started by teaching children 
for several years before moving to teaching at Hornsey School of Art 
and Croydon School of Art. Riley’s art created strange effects with 
dimension and movement visually.

KNOWN FOR
Riley is one of the founders of the Op Art movement. First she began 
using geometric shapes with black and white. However, in the late 
1960s, Riley expanded her work to use colors, leading to new ways 
of creating optical illusions with art. Some of Riley’s work, such as 
Nataraja (1993), are quite simple shapes; however, with the angle and 
color use, her work makes illusions, such as movement, for viewers’ 
eyes.

CAREER
One of Riley’s first group shows was Young Contemporaries in 
London in 1955. In 1962, Riley had her first solo show at Gallery One. 
Riley’s group and solo shows have taken place in Europe and the 
United States. Riley gained international recognition after a 1965 
group exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York and an 
International Prize for Painting in 1968 at the Venice Biennale.

Bridget
Riley

Born 1931

British
Op Art Painter

Famous for founding 
the Op Art movement, 
creating optical illusions 
using geometric shapes 
and in some cases color

FAMOUS WORKS 
Fall, 1963

Blaze, 1964

Hesitate, 1964

Red, Turquoise, Grey, and Black Bands, 
1971

Coloured Grey II, 1972

To a Summer’s Day 2, 1980

Bridget Riley. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/bridget-riley.

Bridget Riley born 1931. (2018). Retrieved from www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/bridget-riley-1845.

Who is Bridget Riley? – Who are they? (2018). Retrieved from https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-bridget-riley.

Bridget Riley (1972). Coloured Grey II [Screenprint on paper]. Tate, London
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HISTORY
Keith Haring was the firstborn of four children and raised in 
Pennsylvania. He and his father bonded over drawing and he also 
grew up drawing with his youngest sister. Cartoons and book 
illustrations were a major source of inspiration for the young artist. 
He began his formal art training in Pittsburgh where he studied 
graphic design, but dropped out after only a year. When he was 
20, he decided to move to the Big Apple where he studied at the 
School of the Visual Arts. It was in New York that he found his 
community, including many now well-known artists. Through the 
culture they created, Haring brought art from inside the confines of 
galleries and museums, outside to the streets. Inspired by a lecture 
given by Christo and Jeanne-Claude about the nature of their piece, 
Running Fence, Haring strived to create public art for all people. 
After he was diagnosed with AIDS in 1988, he created his foundation 
and devoted his efforts towards advocacy and awareness about the 
disease. Haring died of AIDS related complications in 1990 at just 31 
years of age.

CAREER
Keith Haring drew his life away. Starting from when he was young 
and really flourishing in his 20’s, he created hundreds of quick 
drawings in a short period of time. His work was booming with 
exhibitions, press, articles and fame. Haring was not only a product 
of the street culture of NYC, he was a contributing factor. In 1986, 
Haring established the “Pop Shop” in the lower SOHO District of 
Manhattan, NY, which he considered to be an extension of his body 
of work. He truly believed that art was for everybody! It became 
a destination for people to come experience his art first hand and 
purchase his art on products. Although the shop closed its physical 
doors in 2005, his art can be purchased on a wide variety of items 
through the website that is run by the Keith Haring Foundation.

Keith Haring
1958-1990

American Pop and Street 
Artist

Famous for his New York 
City subway art and 
street culture

FAMOUS WORKS 
We the Youth (1987)

Pop Shop IV (1989)

Crack is Wack (1986)

Andy Mouse (1986)

Untitled (1982)

KNOWN FOR
Haring is best known for his playfully 
simple depictions of figures. He used 
a consistently thick line width to 
draw, or paint, on surfaces….often 
used for outlining the contours of 
active people, barking dogs, symbols 
and lines signifying movement. Bold, 
flat and simplified colors were also 
indicative of his work. You could 
find him quickly and intuitively filling 
the space of empty advertisement 
spaces with his drawings in the 
subways--using white chalk and later 
he was even commissioned to create 
lasting art in public spaces. He often 
used the symbol of the “radiant 
baby” as his signature marking.

Keith Haring. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.haring.com/

La Valette, D., Stark, D., & Fehrle, G. (1997). Keith Haring: I wish I didn’t have to sleep!: Adventures in art. New York, NY: Prestel.

Sussman, E. (1999). Keith Haring. Boston, MA: Bulfinch.

Keith Haring (1989). Pop Shop IV [Silkscreen].
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:
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GOAL:

GOAL:

BEFORE

BEFORE

TODAY I CAN:

TODAY I CAN:

REFLECTION:

REFLECTION:

AFTER

AFTER

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

VA:Cr1.2.1a  
Use observation and investigation in preparation for 

making a work of art.

NCAS - VA:Cr3.1.1a  
Use art vocabulary to describe choices  

while creating art.

NCAS - VA:Re.7.2.1a  
Compare images that represent the same subject.

1ST GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Pablo Picasso began studying and creating art at a very young 
age. His father, who was also a painter, taught Picasso until sending 
him to a formal school at age eleven. His parents continuously 
encouraged his passion, sending him to the best schools they 
could afford and travelling to visit classic artwork. Picasso’s later 
influences include a range of bohemians and modernists, who 
encouraged him to express himself through Art Nouveau and 
symbolism.

CAREER
Throughout his career, Picasso’s work was highly influenced by 
his personal relationships. Early on, he relied on a blue and gray 
palette. This body of art, referred to as his Blue Period, created 
a melancholic mood that reflected his own sadness at the death 
of a close friend. Later, while developing Cubism, Picasso learned 
from and was motivated by Braque, producing the most intense 
collaboration of his career. Picasso’s focus shifted yet again after 
meeting Sergei Diaghilev, founder of Ballets Russes, as he took time 
off from painting to create set designs for ballet productions. After 
World War II, in which several of Picasso’s Jewish friends were killed, 
he expressed his frustration through sculpture, using hard materials 
to symbolize his grief. He continued to paint and sculpt until his 
death in 1973.

Pablo Picasso
1881-1973

Spanish Painter and 
Sculptor

Famous for developing 
Cubism

FAMOUS WORKS 
Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 1907

Maquette for Guitar, 1912

Ma Jolie, 1911-1912

The Three Musicians, 1921

Large Nude in a Red Armchair, 1929

Guernica, 1937

KNOWN FOR
Pablo Picasso is  best known for 
developing Cubism alongside his 
friend and colleague, Georges 
Braque. This African-influenced 
abstract form can be described as 
geometric and fractured, and often 
takes on multiple vantage points. 
This form eventually led Picasso 
to develop collage, which employs 
pieces of paper and other synthetic 
materials in a piece of art.

Cubism. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm 

Pablo Picasso. (n.d.) Retrieved January 26, 2019, from  

 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-picasso-pablo-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Pablo Picasso (1921). The Three Musicians [Oil on canvas]. Museum of Modern Art: New York, NY. 
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1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH

1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

HISTORY
Wassily Kandinsky was born in Moscow and spent his childhood 
in Odessa, Russia. After graduating from art school, he moved to 
Moscow to study economics and law. While working as a professor, 
he began studying art more seriously. He worked in art and 
education throughout his life, moving between Germany, Russia, 

and France as necessitated by the wars and politics of his time.

CAREER
Kandinsky had an extensive career in both teaching and creating 
art. He worked for a long time in Germany and Russia, creating 
a new style of painting focused on emotion and color. These 
abstract works, as well as his theories and writings, were incredibly 
influential. He taught at the Bauhaus school in Germany and 
continued teaching and creating throughout his later life despite the 
political upheaval surrounding him.

Wassily Kandinsky
1866-1944

Russian Painter

Famous for being the 
first abstract painter 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Composition IV, 1911

Color Study, Squares with 
Concentric Circles, 1913

Composition VII, 1913

Transverse Line, 1923

Several Circles, 1926

KNOWN FOR
Kandinsky is best known for being 
one of the first artists to create 
abstract paintings. His abstract 
works are large, colorful, and 
expressive, featuring very little 
in the way of shapes or lines. He 
thought color was better used to 
express emotion than to capture 
the look of a subject. Kandinsky was 
influenced by music, saying that 
“music is the ultimate teacher.” He 
also wrote extensively on the theory 
of art, believing spirituality played 
an important role in all types of 
creation.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   
 Prentice Hall. 

Wassily Kandinsky (1913). Composition VII [Oil on canvas]. Moscow, The State Tretyakov Gallery
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LEARNING:BEFORE

WHILE MAKING THIS ARTWORK, I WANT TO LEARN:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I LEARNED BECAUSE:

I DID NOT LEARN BECAUSE:
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BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

GOAL:BEFORE

MY GOAL FOR THIS ARTWORK:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

I HAVE NOT YET ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

HISTORY
Grant Wood grew up in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. After his high school 
graduation in 1910, Wood spent two summers at the School of 
Design, Handicraft, and Normal Art (now known as Minneapolis 
School of Art and Design), followed by the School of the Art Institute 
in Chicago in 1913. In 1923, Wood studied at Académie Julian in Paris. 
Wood’s first exhibition was in Paris, France, in 1926; however, it was 
not enough to kick off his career. After visiting many museums in 
Europe, Wood abandoned his impressionistic art to focus on realistic 
art.

KNOWN FOR
Wood is best known for American Gothic, his 1930 painting of a 
farmer and his daughter. There was much debate over this painting, 
as people questioned whether it was created to be a symbol of 
American values or out of sarcasm to make fun of farmlife. This 
painting led to Wood being a major influence in the American 
Regionalist Movement. Wood’s paintings are famous for illustrating 
his sitters and also the clothing and landscapes in the image.

CAREER
The third prize at The Art Institute of Chicago’s 43rd Annual 
Exhibition of American Paintings and Sculpture was American 
Gothic, 1930. This prize, and the discussion around the painting, led 
to Wood’s national recognition. Wood was selected as the Director 
of Public Works of Art Projects in Iowa in 1934 and began teaching 
at the University of Iowa until his death in 1942. Wood became a 
spokesman around the country, influencing Midwestern landscape 
and people in art.

Grant 
Wood

1891-1942

American Painter

Famous for realistic 
paintings in the 
American Regionalist 
Movement, such as 
American Gothic (1930)

FAMOUS WORKS 
Woman with Plants, 1929

American Gothic, 1930

Overmantel Decoration, 1930

Young Corn, 1931

Daughters of Revolution, 1932

Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. (2017). Grant Wood. Retrieved from www.britannica.com/biography/Grant-Wood.

Grant Wood. (2007). Retrieved from http://www.crma.org/Content/Collection/Grant-Wood.aspx. 

Grant Wood (1930). American Gothic [Oil on bever board]. 
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Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2
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Page 5

ONLINE LEARNING: 2ND GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

VA
LU

E

What is value and where 
do we see lightness and 

darkness in the world 
around us? How does 

value represent emotions? 
How can we use value in 

art? MOONLIT MIDNIGHT WHAT IS VALUE? | BEGINNER VIJA CELMINS GOT IT! 

LI
N

E

What are lines? Where and 
how do we encounter lines 
in our world? How do we 

use lines to create?
CONTOUR SELF-PORTRAITS WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER KÄTHE KOLLWITZ

BEFORE AND AFTER: 
SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

C
O

LO
R

How does color 
communicate feeling and 

meaning? Where does 
color have meaning in the 

world around us? 

MATH: NOT THE ONLY SUBJECT 
THAT “COUNTS” WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER EMILIA VAN NEST MARKOVICH EXIT TICKET

FAUVISM ON THE FARM WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER HENRI MATISSE COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE 2

NATURE DRAWING COLOR BLEEDS WHAT IS SPACE? | BEGINNER PAUL CEZANNE STOPLIGHT EXIT TICKET

HISTORY
Born in Latvia, Vija Celmins immigrated to the United States in 1948. 
After graduating with both a BFA and an MFA in art, she taught at 
the collegiate level before gaining international recognition with her 
renditions of natural scenes based on photographs. Her mastery of 
detail and accuracy using different media, such as charcoal, oil, and 
printmaking processes, have brought her many awards.

CAREER
For more than five decades, Celmins has been creating 
mesmerizing, exquisitely detailed small-scale artworks of the 
physical world, including oceans, desert floors, and night skies. One 
of the few women to be recognized as a noteworthy artist in 1960’s 
Los Angeles, she moved to New York City, where she continues to 
live and work. In early 2019, her global debut To Fix the Image in 
Memory at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art featured more 
than 140 paintings, drawings, and sculptures.

Vija Celmins
Born 1938

Latvian-American Visual 
Artist

Famous for her work as 
a Photorealist, capturing 
natural environments 
and phenomena in her 
paintings and drawings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Untitled (Ocean), 1970

Desert, 1975

Strata, 1983

Night Sky #19, 1998

Untitled (Web #1), 1999

KNOWN FOR
Vija Celmins creates subtle, often 
delicate monochromatic paintings, 
drawings, and prints, largely based 
on her own photographs of nature. 
To do this, she uses graphite, erasers, 
electric erasers, and charcoal dust to 
explore spatial implications. Clemins’ 
work leaves the viewer with a sense 
of wonder and quietude.

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper   

 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Vija Celmins. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.artsy.net/artist/vija-celmins

Vija Celmins: To Fix the Image in Memory. (2019). San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  

 Retrieved from https://www.sfmoma.org/exhibition/vija-celmins/

Vija Celmins. (2018). Retrieved from http://www.artnet.com/artists/vija-celmins/biography

Vija Celmins (1970). Untitled (Ocean)  [Graphite and acrylic on paper].  
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HISTORY
Käthe Kollwitz’s life began in Kӧnigsberg, Germany, where she 
was born to Katharina and Karl Schmidt in 1867. She grew up 
with supportive, middle class parents in the peaceful small town 
environment. They fostered her artistic talents and encouraged her 
to pursue art as a young adult. While she was studying art, she met 
her husband Dr. Karl Kollwitz and together raised their sons. It was 
during WWI that their second born son died as a casualty of war. 
This experience of child loss led to a lifelong motif of grief expressed 
through art. She passed away mere days before the end of WWII.

KNOWN FOR
Kollwitz is known for her haunting images representing suffering, 
social injustice, misery and the overall effects of war on ordinary 
people through figurative works. Figures that appear frequently in 
her work are the poor, mothers with their children and herself. Over 
the course of her career, she produced over 100 self-portraits and 
many of the women in her pictures shared a striking resemblance to 
her characteristics. Her drawings evoke intense emotions. She often 
expressed these themes through starkly contrasting monochromatic 
etchings, engravings, woodcuts and lithographs of her drawings.  As 
a printmaker, she was able to reproduce editions of her original works 
in mass to allow for an affordable price point for everyday people 
suffering from the effects of war times.

CAREER
Käthe Kollwitz began her artistic career with aspirations to become 
a painter. Through her schooling, she met influences such as 
printmaker, Max Klinger, who heavily influenced her trajectory. She 
quickly realized that her talents were better suited in the graphic 
arts of drawing and printmaking. As a mother and an artist, it was 
difficult to strike a balance but she was disciplined to create every 
day. People recognized her as a master of her craft--she was highly 
skilled in drawing and the various hand pulled printing techniques. 
Her work was distinctive with it’s monochromatic contrast of black 
and white. Kollwitz was successful during her lifetime--garnering 
multiple exhibitions and awards. Towards the end of her career, she 
started creating three-dimensional artworks in bronze and stone. She 
lived and worked during a tumultuous time in history, marked by fear 
and devastation, that spanned both world wars.

Käthe Kollwitz

1867–1945

German Expressionist

Famous for emotional 
and high contrast prints 
depicting the horrors of 
living through war

FAMOUS WORKS 
Self-Portrait from the Front (1923)

Self-Portrait (1933)

The Survivors (1923)

The Call of Death (1936)

The Widow (1923)

National Gallery of Art. (1993/1994, December/January). Expressionism: Featuring Käthe Kollwitz. Scholastic Art, 24(3), 3-15.

National Gallery of Art. (1984/1985, December/January). Käthe Kollwitz: Working with Light and Dark. Art & Man, 15(3), 2-16.

National Museum of Women in the Arts. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/kathe-kollwitz

Prelinger, E.,Comini, A., & Bachert, H. (1992). Käthe Kollwitz. Retrieved from 
 https://www.nga.gov/content/dam/ngaweb/research/publications/pdfs/kathe-kollwitz.pdf
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GOT IT! 
GOT IT! 

I met the goal because...
GOAL NOT YET

I haven’t met the 
goal yet because...

I created my  
artwork with intention..

I used materials 
properly.

I challenged and 
practiced my  

creativity.

__________________________ is ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________.

LEARNING:BEFORE

WHILE MAKING THIS ARTWORK, I WANT TO LEARN:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I LEARNED BECAUSE:

I DID NOT LEARN BECAUSE:
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BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

GOAL:BEFORE

MY GOAL FOR THIS ARTWORK:

REFLECTION:AFTER

I ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

I HAVE NOT YET ACHIEVED MY GOAL BECAUSE:

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

NCAS - VA:Cr1 .2 .2a  
Make art or design with various materials and tools to 

explore personal interests, questions, and curiosity.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .1 .2a  
Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s 

natural world and constructed environments.

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .2a  
Distinguish between different materials or artistic 
techniques for preparing artwork for presentation.

2ND GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Emilia Van Nest Markovich grew up in New York and studied 
at Alfred University. She attained her BFA in painting from the 
University of New Mexico, and then earned her MA from the 
University of Northern Colorado.

CAREER
Emilia Van Nest Markovich has been an art educator for over 30 
years and has participated in numerous exhibits throughout the 
United States. Her works and teaching have both won several 
awards and her works can be found in many collections including 
the Colorado Art in Public Spaces program, the University of 
Colorado, and the McDonald’s Corporation. She has a studio in 
Centennial, Colorado where she continues to create. 

Emilia Van Nest 
Markovich

Unavailable

American Painter and 
Collagist

Famous for nature-
inspired pastel collages 
with gold leaf drawings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Red Raspberry

Red Feather

Floating Garden II

Natural Balance

Pond Rings I

KNOWN FOR
Drawing inspiration from nature 
and the environment around her, 
Markovich creates abstracted 
imagery that explores color, line, 
and pattern. She works with chalk 
pastel on black paper and creates 
texture by layering bold colors. Then, 
she integrates gold leaf drawing to 
“symbolize a sense of preciousness, 
to create a new perspective on space 
and time, the real and the imagined” 
(“About,” n.d.).

About. (n.d.). Emilia Van Nest Markovich. http://www.emiliavannestmarkovich.com/about.html

Emilia Van Nest Markovich. (n.d.) In Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/pg/Emilia-Van-Nest-Markovich-Contemporary- 
 Pastel-1551112315104721/about/?ref=page_internal

Emilia Van Nest Markovich. Pond Rings I [Pastel Collage with Gold Leaf]. 

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

EXIT TICKET

Question

Answer

Name:

HISTORY
Henri Matisse originally went to school to become a lawyer in 1887, 
but two years later, his mother bought him art supplies following 
his bout of appendicitis. Painting brought Matisse so much joy 
that he left law school for the art school Académie Julian in 1891. 
Originally Matisse painted still-lifes and landscapes, but he was also a 
draughtsman, printmaker, and sculptor.

KNOWN FOR
Matisse was a struggling artist for the majority of his career. However, 
he is known for being one of the founding members of the “Fauves” 
group. Fauvism was a movement in the early 20th century that used 
strong colors that would not ordinarily be found in the still-life or 
landscape.

CAREER
In 1896, Matisse was an associate member of Société Nationale, 
meaning that yearly he could show his work without needing to 
submit it for review at the Salon de la Société. Originally Fauvism was 
unliked; in fact, foreigners appreciated Matisse’s work more than his 
fellow Frenchmen. As his career continued, Matisse became close 
friends with well-known figures such as Pablo Picasso and Gertrude 
Stein.

Henri 
Matisse

1869-1954

French
Draughtsman, 
printmaker, sculptor, but 
primarily a painter

Famous for founding 
the short-lived Fauvist 
Movement

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Green Line (Portrait of Madame 
Matisse), 1905). 

Dance, 1910

Woman with a Hat, 1905

Henri Matisse biography. (2011). Retrieved from www.henrimatisse.org/.

The personal life of Henri Matisse. (2011). Retrieved from www.henri-matisse.net/biography.html. 

Henri Matisse (1905). Woman with a Hat [Oil on canvas]. San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.
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INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Color the color wheel using the correct primary and secondary colors. 

2. Fill in the blanks. 

 BLUE +  _________________  = GREEN
 YELLOW +  ______________  = ORANGE
 RED +  __________________  = PURPLE

COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE: 2

Blue

HISTORY
Born into a wealthy family, Paul Cezanne was expected to enter 
law. After persuading his father to let him study art, Cezanne nearly 
dropped out of art school, depressed that he wasn’t as technically 
proficient as the other students. After a period of dark work, 
Cezanne explored Impressionism, taking his canvases outside all 
over the countryside to paint, which was still considered radical. His 
emphasis on the underlying structure of his subjects foreshadowed 
Cubism.

CAREER
Isolated, socially awkward, and sometimes violent, Cezanne 
struggled throughout his life to express in paint his revolutionary 
ideas about the nature of art. He explored the properties of line, 
plane, and color and often painted objects in one hue to produce 
the greatest effect of fullness of form. Cezanne believed artists 
should use cylinders, spheres, and cones to represent art in 
nature. Modern critics find the dignity of form in Cezanne’s work 
reminiscent of the simplicity of form that produced Classical art.

Paul Cezanne
1839-1906

French Painter

Famous for being one 
of the greatest Post-
Impressionists

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Basket of Apples, 1893

Mont Saint-Victoire with Viaduct,  

1885-1887

KNOWN FOR
Cezanne is known as the most 
significant pioneer of 20th-century 
abstract painting. His spatial 
explorations paved the way for 
Cubism and Fauvism. Picasso 
declared Cezanne as “the father of 
us all.”

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Huyghe, R. (2019, January 29). Paul Cezanne. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Cezanne

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.  

Cezanne, P. (1893). The Basket of Apples [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL.
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I NEED TIME WITH...

I NEED TIME WITH...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I DON’T UNDERSTAND...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

I’M READY TO GO WITH...

STOPLIGHT
EXIT TICKET

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:
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Page 6

ONLINE LEARNING: 3RD GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

LI
N

E

How can lines be used to 
create art that is abstract 

and realistic? Where do we 
see things that are real and 

abstract in the world around 
us? 

LINE AND SHAPES OF UNITY WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER JOAN MITCHELL GOT IT! 

SEA LIFE DOODLES WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER PAUL CEZANNE COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE 1

RUBE GOLDBERG INVENTIONS WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? CHRISTO & JEAN CLAUDE
DID I? FINISHED ARTWORK  

REVIEW

PA
TT

ER
N How can found objects 

be used to make artwork? 
What is the value of 
reusing materials?

FOUND OBJECT LANDSCAPES WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? ALMA THOMAS “1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH”

C
O

N
TR

A
ST

What is lightness and 
darkness? Where do we 

see lightness and darkness 
have meaning in the world 
around us? How do artists 
use lightness and darkness 

in artwork? CITY LIGHTS IN OIL PASTEL WHAT IS VALUE? | BEGINNER REMEDIOS VARO ARTIST STATEMENT TEMPLATE

HISTORY
Joan Mitchell was born into an upper-middle class family on February 
12, 1925. Her mother, Marion Strobel Mitchell, was a poet and co-
founder of Poetry magazine and her father, James Herbert, worked 
as a dermatologist and was active in the medical field eventually 
becoming the President of the American Dermatological Association. 
They were supportive parents to her and her sister, Sally, and held 
them to extremely high standards–ones that very often felt out of 
reach. When Mitchell was a young girl, she would frequent the Art 
Institute of Chicago with her family and began taking weekend 
classes during her early elementary years. She was an athletic youth 
and excelled in figure skating. Her father pushed Mitchell to pursue 
a conventional education as an English major at Smith College in 
Massachusetts, which she does from 1942-1944, while attending 
summer art camps in Michigan where she learns lithography and 
painting. She switches schools and returns to Chicago to earn 
her BFA and later her Masters at the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. In 1949, she married former schoolmate from her time at 
Francis W. Parker School, Barnet Rosset. The pair traveled throughout 
Europe and moved back to the United States before separating in 
1951. Despite their split, they were lifelong friends. Mitchell had many 
dogs throughout her adulthood, and they appear through titles of her 
paintings. In 1984, Mitchell begins to feel the effects of cancer and 
undergoes surgeries and hospital stays. She continues working for 
the remainder of her life. On October 30, 1992, Joan Mitchell passes 

away from lung cancer. 

CAREER
From an early age, Mitchell was interested in art and literature. 
According to her father’s wishes, she began her higher education 
pathway towards a degree in English but switched directions early 
on to the fine arts. She was a contributing member of the second 
wave of Abstract Expressionists. She was friends with many artists 
in the New York art scene, in Pairis, France and eventually settled to 
the French countryside. Her art is, and has been, celebrated around 
the world through retrospective exhibitions, collections, publications 
and more. She established a lasting legacy through the Joan Mitchell 
Foundation which works to aid artists through grants, residencies, 
resources and other initiatives. There are numerous downloads, 
posters and lesson plan ideas there for educators to access for 
student learning. 

Joan Mitchell

1925–1992

American Abstract 
Expressionist Painter & 
Printmaker

FAMOUS WORKS 
Ladybug, 1957

The Poems. 1960

Trees, 1990-91

Sunflowers, 1990-91

Ici, 1992

Albers, P. (2011). Joan Mitchell: Lady painter; a life. New York: Knopf.

Joan Mitchell Foundation. (n.d.). Joan Mitchell Foundation. Retrieved from https://joanmitchellfoundation.org/

National Museum of Women in the Arts. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/joan-mitchell
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KNOWN FOR
Joan Mitchell’s paintings can be 
recognized by their quick and 
confident brushstrokes. She is known 
for using rhythmic lines that produce 
paintings of lyrical qualities. She 
imagined her art as visual poetry. 
Her colors are vibrant and energetic. 
Often inspired by her surrounding 
landscapes, Mitchell sought not to 
replicate the scene but to rather 
paint what it left her with. So to 
speak, they gave life to her memories 
of people, places, experiences, 
feelings, and things. The scale of her 
pieces are typically large–even her 
printmaking work is quite sizable 
and her body of work is impressively 
large, as well. 

HISTORY
Born into a wealthy family, Paul Cezanne was expected to enter 
law. After persuading his father to let him study art, Cezanne nearly 
dropped out of art school, depressed that he wasn’t as technically 
proficient as the other students. After a period of dark work, 
Cezanne explored Impressionism, taking his canvases outside all 
over the countryside to paint, which was still considered radical. His 
emphasis on the underlying structure of his subjects foreshadowed 
Cubism.

CAREER
Isolated, socially awkward, and sometimes violent, Cezanne 
struggled throughout his life to express in paint his revolutionary 
ideas about the nature of art. He explored the properties of line, 
plane, and color and often painted objects in one hue to produce 
the greatest effect of fullness of form. Cezanne believed artists 
should use cylinders, spheres, and cones to represent art in 
nature. Modern critics find the dignity of form in Cezanne’s work 
reminiscent of the simplicity of form that produced Classical art.

Paul Cezanne
1839-1906

French Painter

Famous for being one 
of the greatest Post-
Impressionists

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Basket of Apples, 1893

Mont Saint-Victoire with Viaduct,  

1885-1887

KNOWN FOR
Cezanne is known as the most 
significant pioneer of 20th-century 
abstract painting. His spatial 
explorations paved the way for 
Cubism and Fauvism. Picasso 
declared Cezanne as “the father of 
us all.”

Arnason, H. H., & Kalb, P. (2003). History of Modern Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Photography. Fifth edition. Upper  
 Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Huyghe, R. (2019, January 29). Paul Cezanne. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Cezanne

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.  

Cezanne, P. (1893). The Basket of Apples [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL.
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GOT IT! 
GOT IT! 

I met the goal because...
GOAL NOT YET

I haven’t met the 
goal yet because...

I created my  
artwork with intention..

I used materials 
properly.

I challenged and 
practiced my  

creativity.

__________________________ is ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________.
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INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Color the color wheel using the correct primary and secondary colors. 

Red

Blue

Yellow

COLOR WHEEL CHALLENGE: 1

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .3a  
Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety of 

artistic processes and materials.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .2 .3a  
Determine messages communicated by an image.

NCAS - VA:Cn10 .1 .3a  
Develop a work of art based on observations of 

surroundings.

3RD GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

Christo Vladimirov Javacheff 

        Born 1935 

        Bulgarian-born American

Jeanne-Claude Marie Denat 

        Lived 1935-2009

        French-born American

        Environmental Artists

        Famous for their public,
        temporary, and grandeur  
        environmental installations.

FAMOUS WORKS 
Realized:

Surrounded Islands, 1980-1983

The Floating Piers, 2014-2016

Running Fence, 1972-1976

Wrapped Reichstag, 1971-1995

London Mastaba 

In Progress:

L’Arc de Triomphe, 1962-2020

The Mastaba, since 1977

Christo and Jeanne-Claude. (2016, June 30). The Floating Piers  [Video file]. Retrieved from https://vimeo.com/172910439

Gmurzynska, K., & Rastorfer, M. (2016). Christo and Jeanne-Claude: Works in progress. Zurich: Galerie Gmurzynska.

Goheen, E. R. (1978). Wrapped walk ways: Loose Park, Kansas City, Missouri, 1977-78. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams.

Home (2019). Retrieved from https://christojeanneclaude.net/

Kastner, J., & Wallis, B. (2015). Land and environmental art. London: Phaidon Press.

Lailach, M., & Grosenick, U. (2007). Land art. Hong Kong: Taschen.
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HISTORY
Both Christo Vladimirov Javacheff and Jeanne-Claude Marie 
Denat were born on the same day of the same year, but in 
different countries. He was born in Bulgaria and she was born in 
Morocco. The two meet in Paris, France, in 1958, when Christo 
painted portraits of Jeanne-Claude’s mother. Their son, Cyril, was 
born in 1960. A year later, they completed their first temporary 
outdoor installation. Since then, they’ve travelled the world 
creating massive installations together. Christo has continued 
their artistic endeavors alone after his wife’s death in 2009. He’s 
currently carrying on with the wrapping of L’Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris, France. They conceived of this idea in 1962 and it is due to 
premiere on April 6, 2020 for the duration of two weeks.

KNOWN FOR
Christo and Jeanne-Claude are globally known for transforming 
landscapes and architecture into large-scale temporary 
installations. They are famous for using fabric to materialize 
their visions by wrapping coastlines, buildings, trees, walkways; 
surrounding islands with it; and dividing terrain with enormous 
lengths of material. Because the work is temporary, it creates an 
urgency to see it before it is gone. The scope, scale and duration 
of their installations leads viewers into a ephemeral aesthetic 
experience that lives on beyond its showing through drawings, 
videos and photographs of the realized works. 

CAREER
Christo and Jeanne-Claude have a spansive art career lasting 
over 5 decades. Their first outdoor collaboration was Stacked Oil 
Barrels and Dockside Packages in 1961. Although their installations 
are intentionally temporary in nature, the preparatory phases 
of the projects can take many months, years and even decades 
to contextualize. The development period for each project is 
intensive and thorough--they would be an excellent example for 
students to study in regards to the development of their ideas! 

Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude

Before turning in your artwork, please use this review sheet to reflect on your work and 
your artmaking process. 
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DID I SHOW MY BEST 
CRAFTSMANSHIP?

DID I ERASE ALL 
UNNECESSARY PENCIL LINES?

DOES MY ARTWORK 
CONTAIN MY OWN IDEAS? 

DID I FIX ANY AREAS 
NEEDING IMPROVEMENT?

DOES MY ARTWORK 
SHOW DETAIL? 

DID I MAKE CHANGES TO 
MY ARTWORK THAT WERE 
SUGGESTED FROM PEER AND/
OR TEACHER FEEDBACK?

Name:        Class:

DID I...?
FINISHED ARTWORK REVIEW

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

EXPLAIN:

HISTORY
Alma Thomas was born in Columbus, Georgia, in 1891, and when 
she was 15, her father moved their family to Washington, D.C. 
Her childhood home was high on a hill where Thomas was able 
to appreciate the color and beauty of the town below. Thomas 
attended Howard University and was the first to graduate from their 
art department in 1924; later Thomas received her Master of Art 
degree in Education, leading to teaching in the public schools for 
over 30 years. At the same time she retired from teaching, Thomas 
was diagnosed with arthritis and almost gave up painting. Thankfully 
she continued her work, as some of her most famous paintings were 
created towards the end of her life.

KNOWN FOR
Inspired by nature’s colors, Thomas’ later paintings appear to have 
gone through expressionist, abstract, and nonobjective phases. 
Another inspiration for Thomas’ paintings was man’s landing on 
the moon in 1969, leading to paintings involving space. Thomas’ 
paintings clearly show how much she studied color theory, based on 
her careful selections. Thomas tended to use watercolors but also 
uses acrylic paint later in life. Thomas favored concentric circles and 
vertical stripes.

CAREER
In 1966, Thomas made her first public appearance with her abstract 
art in an exhibit at Howard University. Thomas’ mentors influenced 
her to go from realistic paintings to abstracts using vibrant coloring. 
In 1972, Thomas was the first African American woman to have a 
one-woman exhibit at Whitney Museum of American Art. Also in 
1972, Thomas’ paintings were displayed in Corcoran Gallery of Art 
and were chosen for permanent display at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York City. Thomas’ work was displayed at the White 
House three times, as well. In the last decade of her life, Thomas 
produced some of her most important works but eventually limited 
her painting time in her final years due to her arthritis.

Alma
Thomas

1891-1978

American Abstract 
Painter

Famous for abstract 
paintings using water-
color, acrylic paint, and 
intense colors

FAMOUS WORKS 
The Stormy Sea, 1958

Iris, Tulips, Jonquils, and Crocuses, 1969

Apollo 12 “Splash Down,” 1970

Atmospheric Effects I, 1970

Snoopy Sees Earth Wrapped in Sunset, 
1970

Autumn Leaves Fluttering in the Breeze, 
1973

Alma Thomas. (n.d.). Retrieved from americanart.si.edu/artist/alma-thomas-4778.

Alma Woodsey Thomas. (n.d.). Retrieved from nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/alma-woodsey-thomas. 

Alma Thomas (1970). Apollo 12 “Splash Down” [Acrylic and graphite on canvas]. Michael Rosenfeld Gallery LLC, New York, NY

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH

1ST

2ND

3RD

4TH

HISTORY
Raised in a well-educated liberal family, Remedios Varo learned to 
draw from her father, an engineer who encouraged her to think freely. 
The family’s extensive travels exposed Varo to various cultures, while 
her father’s blueprints and technical drawings inspired her. After 
graduating with a degree to teach drawing, she absorbed herself 
in political change and Surrealism, a philosophy that encouraged 
capturing human thought without controls like reason and morality. 
Arrested and forced to escape Nazi-occupied France, Varo settled in 
Mexico and began to devote herself entirely to painting before dying 
of a heart attack at age 54.

KNOWN FOR
Remedios is known for her mysterious paintings meshing reality 
and dreams. Varo aimed at highlighting the female character in her 
art. This desire grew from her disdain for other paintings where the 

female was just another piece in the painting.

CAREER
Varo produced most of her work in the last 10 years of her life. Her 
paintings combine Surrealist influences, mystical adventures, and 
architectural features of medieval art. Remedios’ life philosophy 
of non-conformity shows in her art, where she often captured the 
element of surprise and the unexpected. Her early death occurred at 
the height of her career as she reached new renown.

Remedios 
Varo

1908-1963

Spanish-Mexican Painter

Famous for playing 
an integral role in the 
Mexico City Surrealist 
movement

FAMOUS WORKS 
Portrait of Grandmother Doña Josefa 
Zejalvo, 1926

Insomnia, 1947

Allegory of Winter, 1948

The Watchmaker, 1955

Solar Music, 1955

Vegetarian Vampires, 1962 

Remedios Varo. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/remedios-varo

Remedios Varo. (2012). Retrieved from http://totallyhistory.com/remedios-varo/

Remedios Varo. (2019). Retrieved from https://www.famouspainters.net/remedios-varo/

Remedios Varo (1947). Insomnia [Gouche on matboard]. 
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_____________________________________’s Artist Statement 

The title of my artwork is  ______________________________. 

I made it by  _________________________________________. 

I used the following materials  __________________________

_______________________ and _________________________. 

I am proudest of  _____________________________________. 

While creating my artwork, I learned  ____________________. 

Next time, I will  ______________________________________

____________________________________________________.

ARTIST STATEMENT
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Page 7

ONLINE LEARNING: 4TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is place? How is drawing 
used to create place? 

RUSSIAN ONION DOME  
ARCHITECTURE WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? FRANK GEHRY

BEFORE AND AFTER: SELF  
ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

M
IX

ED
 M

ED
IA

What are the benefits of 
combining different ways 

of making art? 
PHOTOMONTAGE COLLAGE  

PORTRAITS WHAT IS SHAPE? | BEGINNER HANNAH HÖCH 3 2 1 SELF REFLECTION

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is place? How is 
drawing used to create 

place?
IMAGINATIVE CARTOON  

LANDSCAPES WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? GRANT WOOD “FIRST, THEN, NEXT FINALLY”

PA
IN

TI
N

G What is abstract? Where 
do we see abstraction in 

the world around us? How 
do artists use abstraction?

ABSTRACT DIGITAL COLOR  
EXPLORATIONS WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER WASSILY KANDINSKY

WATERCOLOR TECHNIQUES PRE-
TEST

D
R

A
W

IN
G How do art museums help 

us understand the world 
around us? What should 

be in an art museum?
CREATE YOUR ART MUSEUM WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? ZAHA HADID 4 3 2 1 REFLECTION

HISTORY
Gehry was born in Toronto, Canada. As a young boy, he and his 
grandmother built cities out of scrap pieces of wood and the challah 
bread dough she gave him to use as modeling clay. He moved 
with his family to Los Angeles when he was a teenager and later 
graduated from the University of Southern California with a degree 
in architecture. Gehry took classes in city planning at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, served a year in the Army, and worked 
for a couple of architectural firms. Then, he took a position as an 
architect in Paris, which gave him the opportunity to study the work 
of Le Corbusier, a pioneer of modern architecture.

CAREER
After establishing his own firm in Los Angeles in 1962, Gehry 
became interested in avante-garde painters and sculptors who 
used industrial materials in their works. He created a popular line 
of corrugated cardboard furniture, rebuilt his own home with a 
flair that his neighbors didn’t appreciate, and designed lamps and 
other objects using fish and snake motifs. He begain adding more 
imaginative elements into his building designs. Critics liked what 
he was doing, and he attracted international attention that led to 
his designing multiple buildings overseas as well as in the U.S. He 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States’ 
highest civilian honor, in 2016.

Frank Gehry
Born 1929

Canadian-born American 
architect

Famous for imaginative 
building designs that 
appear disjointed

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Design Museum Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, opened 1989 

Peix (Fish) Barcelona, Spain, 1992

Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao, Spain, opened 1997

Walt Disney Concert Hall 
Los Angeles, CA, opened 2003

Fondation Louis Vuitton
Paris, France, opened 2014

KNOWN FOR
Gehry is a renowned architect with 
a very distinctive and recognizable 
style. Scholars describe his designs 
as whimsical, fanciful, and as 
pushing geometric boundaries. His 
buildings appear to be fragmented 
or disjointed. They are chaotic, but 
also beautiful.

Goldberger, P. (2015). Building Art: The Life and Work of Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Isenberg, B. (2009). Conversations with Frank Gehry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Frank Gehry (1997). Guggenheim Museum. Bilbao, Spain
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HISTORY
Anna Therese Johanne Höch was born into an upper middle class 
family on November 1, 1889, in Gotha, Germany. As a young adult, 
she headed to Berlin for an artistic education. She studied at the 
School of Applied Arts. As she was becoming familiar with the art 
scene in Berlin, she met Raoul Hausmann at a gallery. He and Höch 
became partners for several years and pioneered the Berlin Dada 
Movement. She was the only female member of this group. She 
was politically, socially and economically impacted by wartimes 
and these influences are reflected in her artistic expressions. Höch 
continued to produce works of art her entire life. 

KNOWN FOR
Höch deviated from traditional art forms in response to the horrors 
of war and culture during the Weimer era in Germany. She is most 
known for her experimentation in reconstructed images cut and 
pasted from printed materials such as magazines, photographs, 
journals and other such publications. Her photomontages, as 
they are called, often disoriented the original source in a socially 
critical manner. Her technical style displays a sense of proficiency, 
intelligence and rebellion. The evocative content that she made 
portrayed political and social themes, mainly concerning women 
and gender identities. By recombining pictures, she paved the way 
for collage as an artistic medium during the Dada Movement with 
her edgy style and layered compositions. 

CAREER
Hannah Höch studied art in the German city of Berlin during her 
20’s and was a founding member of the Berlin Dada Movement 
alongside Raoul Hausmann and other male Dadaists. During the 
Nazi era, contrary to many of her contemporaries fled Germany, she 
remained by retreating to the countryside to continue her artistic 
endeavours. Her art exhibitions were banned by the Nazi regime 
but when the war was over, she was able to showcase an extensive 
amount of work and continued to exhibit once again.

1889-1978

German Dada Artist

Famous for politically 
charged photomontages

FAMOUS WORKS 
Die starken Männer (The Strong Men), 
1931 

Indian Dancer: From an Ethnographic 
Museum (Indische Tänzerin: Aus einem 
ethnographischen Museum), 1930

Cut with the Dada Kitchen Knife 
through the Last Weimar Beer-Belly 
Cultural Epoch in Germany, 1919
Modenschau (Fashion Show), 1925-35

National Museum of Women in the Arts. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nmwa.org/explore/artist-profiles/hannah-hoch

Ades, D., Butler, E., & Herrmann, D. F. (2014). Hannah Höch. Münich: Prestel.

The Photomontages of Hannah Höch. (1997). New York: Museum of Modern Art (New York, N.Y.).

Hannah Höch (1925-35). Modenschau (Fashion Show) [Photography]. 
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Hannah 
Höch
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GOAL:

GOAL:

BEFORE

BEFORE

TODAY I CAN:

TODAY I CAN:

REFLECTION:

REFLECTION:

AFTER

AFTER

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

DID I ACCOMPLISH TODAY’S GOAL? (circle one)

Name:        Class:

Name:        Class:

BEFORE & AFTER:
SELF ASSESSMENT & REFLECTION

Name:        Class:

things I learned from the creation of this artwork:

things I wish I could change about this artwork: 

thing I will never forget about this artmaking:

theartofeducation.edu

3, 2, 1 
SELF REFLECTION

Copyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

3

2

1

NCAS - VA:Pr5 .1 .4a 
Analyze the various considerations for presenting and 
protecting art in various locations, indoor or outdoor 

settings, in temporary or permanent forms, and in physical 
or digital formats.

NCAS - VA:Re .7 .2 .4a  
Analyze components in visual imagery that convey 

messages.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .4a  
Through observation, infer information about time, place, 

and culture in which a work of art was created.

4TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Grant Wood grew up in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. After his high school 
graduation in 1910, Wood spent two summers at the School of 
Design, Handicraft, and Normal Art (now known as Minneapolis 
School of Art and Design), followed by the School of the Art Institute 
in Chicago in 1913. In 1923, Wood studied at Académie Julian in Paris. 
Wood’s first exhibition was in Paris, France, in 1926; however, it was 
not enough to kick off his career. After visiting many museums in 
Europe, Wood abandoned his impressionistic art to focus on realistic 
art.

KNOWN FOR
Wood is best known for American Gothic, his 1930 painting of a 
farmer and his daughter. There was much debate over this painting, 
as people questioned whether it was created to be a symbol of 
American values or out of sarcasm to make fun of farmlife. This 
painting led to Wood being a major influence in the American 
Regionalist Movement. Wood’s paintings are famous for illustrating 
his sitters and also the clothing and landscapes in the image.

CAREER
The third prize at The Art Institute of Chicago’s 43rd Annual 
Exhibition of American Paintings and Sculpture was American 
Gothic, 1930. This prize, and the discussion around the painting, led 
to Wood’s national recognition. Wood was selected as the Director 
of Public Works of Art Projects in Iowa in 1934 and began teaching 
at the University of Iowa until his death in 1942. Wood became a 
spokesman around the country, influencing Midwestern landscape 
and people in art.

Grant 
Wood

1891-1942

American Painter

Famous for realistic 
paintings in the 
American Regionalist 
Movement, such as 
American Gothic (1930)

FAMOUS WORKS 
Woman with Plants, 1929

American Gothic, 1930

Overmantel Decoration, 1930

Young Corn, 1931

Daughters of Revolution, 1932

Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. (2017). Grant Wood. Retrieved from www.britannica.com/biography/Grant-Wood.

Grant Wood. (2007). Retrieved from http://www.crma.org/Content/Collection/Grant-Wood.aspx. 

Grant Wood (1930). American Gothic [Oil on bever board]. 
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FIRST, THEN, NEXT, FINALLY 
Consider your artmaking process.  

Write down what the necessary steps are to complete the art.

FIRST

THEN

NEXT

FINALLY

To create my artwork I...

HISTORY
Wassily Kandinsky was born in Moscow and spent his childhood 
in Odessa, Russia. After graduating from art school, he moved to 
Moscow to study economics and law. While working as a professor, 
he began studying art more seriously. He worked in art and 
education throughout his life, moving between Germany, Russia, 

and France as necessitated by the wars and politics of his time.

CAREER
Kandinsky had an extensive career in both teaching and creating 
art. He worked for a long time in Germany and Russia, creating 
a new style of painting focused on emotion and color. These 
abstract works, as well as his theories and writings, were incredibly 
influential. He taught at the Bauhaus school in Germany and 
continued teaching and creating throughout his later life despite the 
political upheaval surrounding him.

Wassily Kandinsky
1866-1944

Russian Painter

Famous for being the 
first abstract painter 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Composition IV, 1911

Color Study, Squares with 
Concentric Circles, 1913

Composition VII, 1913

Transverse Line, 1923

Several Circles, 1926

KNOWN FOR
Kandinsky is best known for being 
one of the first artists to create 
abstract paintings. His abstract 
works are large, colorful, and 
expressive, featuring very little 
in the way of shapes or lines. He 
thought color was better used to 
express emotion than to capture 
the look of a subject. Kandinsky was 
influenced by music, saying that 
“music is the ultimate teacher.” He 
also wrote extensively on the theory 
of art, believing spirituality played 
an important role in all types of 
creation.

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Janson, H. W., Davies, P. J. E., & Janson, H. W. (2011). Janson’s history of art: The western tradition. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   
 Prentice Hall. 

Wassily Kandinsky (1913). Composition VII [Oil on canvas]. Moscow, The State Tretyakov Gallery
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NAME:

CLASS:

WATERCOLOR TECHNIQUES
PRE-TEST

WASH DRY BRUSH 

BLOT SALT

WET-IN-WET RESIST

SCRAPE RUBBING ALCOHOL

HISTORY
Zaha Hadid was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to an artist mother and 
highly successful industrialist father. When Hadid was six, an 
architect friend of her father’s visited with his drawings and models, 
and seeing the model in her living room triggered Hadid’s interest. 
She went to boarding schools in England and Switzerland as a child, 
studied math at the American University of Beirut, and attended the 
Architectural Association School of Architecture in London. After 
graduation, she moved to Rotterdam to work with two of her former 
professors at the Office for Metropolitan Architecture.

CAREER
Hadid opened her own firm, Zaha Hadid Architects, in 1980. Several 
of her early designs won awards and critical acclaim but never 
moved beyond the sketch phase. Her first notable built project was 
the Vitra Fire Station in Germany, an angular structure that looks 
somewhat like a flying bird. She went on to place her buildings on 
all different types of landscapes throughout the world. In 2004, 
Hadid was the first woman to receive The Pritzker Architecture 
Prize, an international award that honors living architects for their 
significant achievement.

Zaha Hadid
1950-2016

Iraqi-British architect 
and designer

Famous for for her 
creative, futuristic 
designs

FAMOUS WORKS 
Vitra Fire Station Weil am Rhein, 
Germany, 1993 

Zaragoza Bridge Pavilion Zaragoza, 
Spain, 2008

Guangzhou Opera House 
Guangzhou, China, 2010

London Aquatics Centre London, 
England, 2011

Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, 
Azerbaijan, 2013

KNOWN FOR
Hadid believed that architecture is 
about the creation of pleasant and 
stimulating settings for all aspects of 
life. She is known for her innovative 
buildings that seemingly transform, 
depending on where the viewer 
is standing. Her architectural and 
product designs incorporate curved 
swoops, sharp angles, and other 
unique forms.

Betsky, A. (2018). The Complete Zaha Hadid: Expanded and Updated. London: Thames & Hudson.

Kühl, I. (2008). 50 Architects You Should Know. New York: Prestel.

Zaha Hadid (2013). Heydar Aliyev Centre Baku, Azerbaijan  
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4 THINGS I LEARNED BY MAKING THIS ARTWORK:

3 THINGS I WANT TO SHARE ABOUT MY ARTWORK:

2 THINGS I COULD CHANGE ABOUT THIS ARTWORK:

1 THING I WILL NEVER FORGET:

4•3•2•1
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Page 8

ONLINE LEARNING: 5TH GRADE

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS LESSON VIDEO ARTIST BIO ASSESSMENT

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is a drawing? What is a 
story? How can a story be told 

with drawing? 

MYTHOLOGY COLUMNS WHAT IS LINE? | BEGINNER SALVADOR DALI EXIT SLIP 3 2 1

PA
IN

TI
N

G

What is a painting? What 
is a story? How can a story 

be told with painting? 

 NO PAINTBRUSH PAINTINGS WHAT IS IMPRESSIONISM? GEORGE SEURAT 4321 REFLECTION

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is a drawing? What is a 
story? How can a story be told 

with drawing?

IMAGINARY PATTERN LANDSCAPES WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? FAITH RINGGOLD 3 2 1 SELF REFLECTION

D
R

A
W

IN
G

What is a drawing? What is a 
story? How can a story be told 

with drawing?

WILDFLOWER WONDERS WHAT IS COLOR? | BEGINNER JANET FISH ARTIST STATEMENT CHECKLIST

PA
IN

TI
N

G

What is a painting? What 
is a story? How can a story 

be told with painting?

UNDER THE SEA SCAPE WHAT IS PERSPECTIVE? DAVID HOCKNEY
WATERCOLOR PAINTING CRITIQUE 

GUIDE

HISTORY
Salvador Dalí was born just outside Barcelona, Spain, to a 
supportive middle-class family. Dalí studied art at the Madrid 
School of Fine Arts and later at the Special Painting, Sculpture and 
Engraving School of San Fernando. His eccentric personality and 
experimental mindset led him to popularity at school. However, Dalí 
insulted an instructor during his final exam, leading to expulsion 
and the lack of a formal degree. This led him to a nine-month 
hiatus, which ended after meeting Pablo Picasso and finding new 
inspiration in the Cubist movement.

CAREER
Along with his natural talent and commitment, Dalí’s controversial 
personality and engaging imagination paved the way for a wildly 
successful career in the arts. While he is best known for his 
paintings and sculptures, Dalí was also commissioned to design 
theatre sets, retail window displays, and clothing. Both Walt Disney 
and director Alfred Hitchcock worked with Dalí, allowing for his 
creative genius to be seen through film. After spending many 
years in France and the United States to advance his career, Dalí 
moved back to Spain and spent the last thirty years of his life there, 
creating art in his personal studio.

Salvador Dalí
1904-1989

Spanish Painter, Sculptor, 
Filmmaker, Printmaker, 
and Performance Artist

Famous for Surrealist 
artwork

FAMOUS WORKS 
Un Chien Andalou, 1927

The Persistence of Memory, 1931

The Enigma of William Tell, 1933

Lobster Telephone, 1936

The Mae West Brooch, 1949

KNOWN FOR
Dalí’s art is known for having a 
dreamlike quality. In addition to 
Picasso, Dalí was also influenced 
by Freud’s psychoanalytic theories, 
which famously include dream 
interpretation. Dalí’s personality 
was known to be outgoing and 
flamboyant; perhaps this trait led 
him to create many shocking images, 
causing controversy. Eventually, Dalí 
joined the Surrealists, a group of 
artists known for their avant-garde 
interpretations of the unconscious 
mind and imagination.

Britannica, T. E. (2019, January 19). Salvador Dalí. Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Salvador-Dali 

Salvador Dalí  (n.d.) Retrieved January 28, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-dali-salvador-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header  

Salvador Dalí (1931). The Persistence of Memory. Musuem of Modern Art, New York, NY.
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HISTORY
An uncle introduced a young Georges Seurat to painting. This 
interest prompted Seurat to take a drawing course at night school 
and then enroll in art school where he studied the masters of the 
Louvre. While serving a compulsory year in the military, Seurat 
spent all his free time drawing and reading on theories of color and 
vision. Conveying emotion through color and lines, Seurat’s art is 
intellectual, influenced by the scientific attitudes of the nineteenth 
century.

CAREER
Seurat created huge compositions with tiny detached brush strokes, 
which made his paintings shimmer with the play of light. One of his 
early paintings was rejected at a prominent art exhibition while a 
later painting, La Grande Jatte, brought much interest, both positive 
and negative. During his last exhibition, Seurat exhausted himself 
as an organizer of the event and caught a chill, which caused his 
death. In addition to seven monumental paintings, he left 40 smaller 
paintings and sketches, along with several sketchbooks and about 
500 drawings - quite impressive considering his short life.

George Seurat
1859-1891

French Painter

Famous for leading 
the Neo-Impressionism 
movement and using the 
technique of Pointillism 

FAMOUS WORKS 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte, 1885

Grandcamp Evening, 1884-1886

KNOWN FOR
Seurat is best known for Pointillism. 
This painstaking process of painting 
small dots to create a picture is quite 
opposite the spontaneous method 
of Impressionism. The technique 
is a forerunner of the modern 
methods of photoengraving, color 
reproduction, television, and digital 
imaging. 

Courthion, P. (2019, February 10). Georges Seurat. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
 Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/biography/Georges-Seurat 

Georges Seurat Biography. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.freeart.com/gallery/s/seurat/seurat.html

Tansey, R. & Kleiner, F. (1996). Gardner’s Art through the Ages II: Renaissance and Modern Art. Tenth edition. Fort Worth, TX:  
 Harcourt Brace College Publishers.

George Seurat (1885). Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte [Oil on canvas]. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 
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Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
Name:EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

3

2

1
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4 THINGS I LEARNED BY MAKING THIS ARTWORK:

3 THINGS I WANT TO SHARE ABOUT MY ARTWORK:

2 THINGS I COULD CHANGE ABOUT THIS ARTWORK:

1 THING I WILL NEVER FORGET:

4•3•2•1

NCAS - VA:Cr2 .1 .5a  
Experiment and develop skills in multiple art-making 

techniques and approaches through practice.

NCAS - VA:Re8 .1 .5a  
Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and 

structure, contextual information, subject matter, visual 
elements, and use of media to identify ideas and mood 

conveyed.

NCAS - VA:Cn11 .1 .5a  
Identify how art is used to inform or change beliefs, values, 

or behaviors of an individual or society.

5TH GRADE PRIORITY STANDARDS

HISTORY
Daughter to a minister and a fashion designer, Faith Ringgold grew 
up in Harlem during the Great Depression and later the Harlem 
Renaissance. Ringgold’s mother taught her  to sew at a young age, 
and her grandmother reinforced the storytelling qualities quiltmaking 
has in African-American culture. In 1950, she began studying art at 
New York’s City College but found that her instructors did not teach 
her about African or African-American art. Instead, she explored this 
on her own, highlighting her ability to strive for more than what was 
offered to her.

KNOWN FOR
Ringgold is especially known for work she started at the beginning 
of her career: the American People Series and the Black Light 
Series. These paintings are political in nature and were also mostly 
ignored in the art community. However, as time went on and 
Ringgold continued to produce political, visual, and performance art, 
enthusiasts looked back at her early series, understanding them to be 
the foundation of everything that came after. Ringgold is also known 
for her story quilts, which influenced much of her later work.

CAREER
Throughout her career, Ringgold co-founded several feminist 
and anti-racism organizations, such as the Ad Hoc Women’s Art 
Committee, the Women Students and Artists for Black Art Liberation, 
the National Black Feminist Organization, and “Where We At” Black 
Women Artists. Through these groups, she protested museums that 
did not feature women or Black artists, and she brought art to new 
communities, such as prison populations. Her art form expanded 
several times throughout her career, as she is also known for using 
fabric and soft sculpture, creating costumes and masks, and writing 
children’s books. Regardless of the medium, however, Ringgold’s 
work is most often inspired by her experiences as an African-
American woman.

Faith
Ringgold

Born 1930

African-American 
Multimedia Artist and 
Author

Famous for using art to 
confront prejudice

FAMOUS WORKS 
American People Series #20: Die, 1967

The Black Light Series: Flag for the 
Moon, 1969

Who’s Afraid of Aunt Jemima, 1983

Change: Faith Ringgold’s Over 100 

Pounds Weight Loss Performance Story 
Quilt, 1986

Tar Beach, 1988

Faith Ringgold. (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2019, from https://www.artsy.net/artist/faith-ringgold 

Faith Ringgold’s Life and Legacy. (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2019, from  
 https://www.theartstory.org/artist-ringgold-faith-life-and-legacy.htm#biography_header 

Faith Ringgold. (1988). Tar Beach [Acrylic on fabric]. Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, NY.
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Name:        Class:

things I learned from the creation of this artwork:

things I wish I could change about this artwork: 

thing I will never forget about this artmaking:

theartofeducation.edu
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SELF REFLECTION
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HISTORY
Janet Fish was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and moved with 
her family to Bermuda when she was 10. Her father was an art 
history professor, her mother was a sculptor and potter, and her 
grandfather was a noted American Impressionist, so art was in her 
blood. Fish spent a summer studying at the Art Students League 
in New York and completed a summer residency at the Skowhegan 
School of Painting & Sculpture in Maine after earning a degree in 
sculpture and printmaking from Smith College. She went on to be 
one of the first women to earn an MFA from Yale University School 
of Art and Architecture.

CAREER
Janet Fish’s first solo show was in New Jersey in 1967, and 
she went on to exhibit throughout the United States during 
the decades thereafter. Her work is in the collections of many 
museums, including the Whitney Museum of American Art and 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. She has taught at the School of 
Visual Arts and the University of Chicago, among other institutions. 
Fish believes in lifelong learning and artistic experimentation. 
She continues to paint, dividing her time between Manhattan and 
Vermont.

Janet Fish
Born 1938

American realist painter

Famous for realistic and 
colorful still life paintings

FAMOUS WORKS 
Box of Grapes, 1969

Tulip, Apple and Glass, 1980

Dog Days, 1993

Bag, Honey, 1996

Lattice Vase, 2001

KNOWN FOR
Fish is known for large, bold still life 
paintings. She captures the moment 
with vivid colors and her ability to 
convey the interplay between light 
and shadows. Fish experiments 
with painting transparent items, 
such as glass and water, and with 
spatial effects, such as flipping the 
importance of the background and 
foreground.

Fish, J. and Henry, G. (ed.) (1987) Janet Fish. New York: Burton Skira Inc.

Official website. (n.d.) DC Moore Gallery. Retrieved from http://www.dcmooregallery.com/artists/janet-fish 

Janet Fish (1980). Tulip, Apple and Glass [Oil on canvas]. 
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ARTIST STATEMENT 
CHECKLIST 

My statement has facts about my art:

 Materials used.

 How it was made. 

 Why it was made. 

My statement has interesting information about my art: 

 Something a viewer might not know about the artwork.

 Something about me as the artist.

My statement uses my best writing skills:

 Everything is correctly spelled.

 Uses correct punctuation.

David
Hockney

HISTORY
David Hockney was born in 1937 in Bradford, England. He 
attended the Royal Academy of Art and graduated in 1962. He 
moved to Los Angeles in 1964, gaining fame for the vibrant 
colors in his acrylic paintings of swimming pools. He has worked 
in all types of media throughout his career and even produced 
groundbreaking theories in art history studies.

KNOWN FOR
Hockney first became famous for his paintings of swimming pools. 
These bold, colorful landscapes were evocative of the California 
lifestyle in the 1960s. Much of Hockney’s work includes portraits 
of the people in his life, including his parents and his partner. 
Hockney wants to capture his relationships with the people he 
knows best. Many of his paintings humanize and show caring for 
the people in his life whom he loves. Hockney has also discovered 
a number of insights into the world of the great art masters, 
including the Hockney-Falco thesis that showed how those 
masters used technology to help improve their work.

CAREER
Hockney’s work began in the 1960s and continues to this day, 
and he is known as one of the most influential British artists of all 
time. Despite his many accolades and all of the art he has created, 
Hockney is still painting and experimenting with new media. 
Some of his most recent work includes painting on iPads. The 
technology allows people to go back and “rewind” the painting, 
showing how it was created from the beginning. This continuous 
experimentation and creation is representative of Hockney’s entire 
career.

Born 1937

British Painter

Famous for bold colors, 
swimming pools, and 
personal portraits

FAMOUS WORKS 
A Bigger Splash, 1967

Beverly Hills Housewife, 1967

Portrait of an Artist
(Pool with Two Figures), 1972

A Visit with Christopher and Don, 

Santa Monica Canyon, 1984

Garrowby Hill, 1998

Bigger Trees Near Warter, 2007

Arnason, H. H., & Mansfield, E. (2013). History of modern art. Seventh edition. Boston: Pearson.

Evans, G. (2004). Hockney’s pictures. First Edition. London: Gardners Books.

David Hockney (1967). A Bigger Splash [Acrylic paint on canvas]. Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, South Korea)
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WATERCOLOR PAINTING  
CRITIQUE GUIDE

Student name:  ____________________________________  Class: __________________

 

What watercolor painting techniques do you recognize in this piece?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________   

What watercolor painting techniques stand out as successful? Why?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What other watercolor techniques could be added? Where?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

Could this piece benefit from the addition of other media, such as pen and ink or marker?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What emotions does the use of watercolor evoke in this piece?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What memory does this remind you of - place, experience, time?

_________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________  

What is one word that can be used to describe this painting?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________  
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