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SURVEY RESULTS

In November and December 2020, The Art of Education University 

conducted its 4th annual and world’s largest survey of active K-12 art 

teachers in the United States. Over 1,000 art teachers from all 50 states 

completed the survey, providing a rare and eye-opening glimpse into 

the current state of teaching K-12 art in the 21st century.
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What grades do you currently teach?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

Pre-K 10.98%

4th 47.28%

Kindergarten 43.93%

5th 46.34%

1st 46.44%

6th 37.76%

2nd 46.65%

7th 35.04%

9th 29.60%

3rd 47.49%

8th 35.67%

10th 30.33%

11th 30.75%

12th 30.96%

Higher Ed 2.41%

4

Do you teach full time?

Yes
90.28%

Other
2.05%

No, I teach 
part time.
7.13%

No, I am currently 
looking for a 
teaching position.
0.54%

6

2

Which of the following best describes 
your school location?

Urban
21.49%

Other
3.20%

Suburban
49.69%

Rural
25.62%

1

In what state or U.S. territory do you currently teach?

0%

.01% - .99%

1% - 1.99%

2% - 2.99%

3% - 3.99%

4% - 4.99%

5% - 5.99%

> 6%

Other 5.45%

Montessori 0.31%

Online 0.62%

Private 4.73%

Which of the following best describes your school type?

Traditional Public 77.88%

Religious 1.65%

Charter 4.63%

Parochial 2.57%

Magnet 1.03%

Waldorf 0.21%

Language Immersion 0.62%

Reggio Emilia 0.31%

3

What are your biggest struggles as an art teacher?

Supply management

27.73%

Behavior management

45.04%

Curriculum planning

25.09%

Lack of respect for 
the art program

39.15%

Parent communication 21.71%

Grading/assessment 35.13%

Other 15.68%

Technology

26.98%

Question allowed for multiple selections.
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What is your average class size?

30 or more 10.30%

27-29 12.47%

24-26 23.10%

21-23 24.30%

20 or less 29.83%

8

What is your annual supply budget?

Average Annual Supply Budget

$1,869

11

How many art teachers work in your building?

More 
than 4 3.91%

4 3.15%

3 5.43%

2 21.06%

Just me 66.45%

12

On average, how much prep time 
do you have each day?

Less than 
30 minutes
8.54%

More than
45 minutes
46.27%

30-45 minutes
45.19%

10

On average, how long are your class periods?

9

41-50 
minutes
38.59%

30-40 
minutes
27.46%

Less than 
30 minutes
1.73%

51-60
minutes
14.81%

More than 
60 minutes
17.41%

How many total students do you teach
each school year?

Average Number 
of Students

385

7
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How do you fundraise to help supplement your budget?

Grants

17.58%Art keepsakes
(Square 1, Art to Remember, etc.)

15.72%

Art shows
(Artome or other)

8.41%

Crowdfunding 5.02%

I do not fundraise. 57.53%

Other 15.39%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

14

Which mediums are you most comfortable teaching?

Drawing 91.71%

Collage/assemblage 71.31%

Painting 87.56%

Fibers 33.41%

Ceramics 55.65%

Digital 25.23%

Sculpture 48.73%

Photography

Other

24.54%

5.41%

Printmaking 61.75%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

18

On a scale of 1-10, how much choice do you provide 
students in your classroom when it comes to 
choosing art materials and subject matter?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

5/10

17

What standards do you follow?

Your state’s standards

District benchmarks

National Arts Standards

Other

Question allowed for multiple selections.

16

77.75%

13.21% 7.18%

54.69%

55.60%

How many art teachers work in your district?

Average Number
of Art Teachers

24

13

Do you have your own classroom or do you travel
to another classroom (art on a cart)?

15

I have my own 
classroom.
69.29%

Other
10.67%

I do both.
11.85%

I am ‘art  
on a cart’.
8.19%
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What curriculum resources do you 
reference in your art room?

Individual teacher’s 
blogs/websites 71.62%

Online curriculum subscriptions
(Deep Space Sparkle, Art Class Curator, etc.)

37.89%

Social media platforms 67.10%

Monthly magazine subscriptions
(Scholastic Art, School Arts, Arts & Activities, etc.)

41.69%Online marketplaces
(Teachers Pay Teachers)

34.80%

Textbooks

PRO Learning

FLEX Curriculum

24.35%

19.24%

Other

20.78%

12.95%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

23

What types of technology do you use 
with your students?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

Chromebooks 41.12%

Document cameras 37.25%

3D printers 6.87%

Digital whiteboard 31.85%

Digital cameras

19.14%

Augmented reality 1.68%

Desktop computers

18.63%

Laptops

17.53%

Other 7.60%

None 12.34%

iPads/tablets 36.45%

24

Fibers 49.64%

42.74%Sculpture

Painting 22.50%

Drawing

Other

18.33%

5.83%

Digital 58.57%

Which mediums would you like to learn 
more about in the upcoming year?

Collage/assemblage 27.86%

Photography 35.00%

Ceramics 33.81%

Printmaking 40.48%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

19

Social-emotional learning 54.10%

STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, & Math)

44.85%

What topics do you want to learn more about 
(or is your district focusing on) in the upcoming year?

21st-century learner attributes

29.39%

Growth mindset

40.40%

PBL 
(Project-Based Learning)

35.71%

Whole child instruction

28.92%

Design thinking

34.66%

Cultural responsiveness

31.62%

Equity in education

23.30%

Other 3.28%

Student-centered learning

43.79%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

21

Techniques and Processes 66.40%

Cultural Competency

54.16%

What curricular topics are of utmost 
importance for your teaching?

Technology

22.17%

Elements and Principles of Art

46.07%

Social Justice

31.87%

Literacy

15.47%

Cross-Curricular Connections

24.25%

Social Emotional Learning

22.75%

TAB/Choice

14.09%

Other 5.54%

Art History/Contemporary Art

53.93%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

20

How much say do you have in 
the development of your curriculum?

22

I have total control 
over what I teach.
69.94%

Other
2.43%

I follow a 
pre-determined 
curriculum.
0.81%

I have to follow a 
general framework 
but have some 
freedom in lesson 
planning.
26.82%
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What kind of assessments do you use?

Rubrics 83.65%

Tests/quizzes

31.64%

Reflections 75.83%

Peer critiques 45.02%

Presentations

30.21%

Writing samples 19.91%

Other 8.18%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

26

How many years have you 
been teaching/did you teach?

This is my 
first year 
teaching.

1 -5
years

6-10
years

11-15
years

16-20
years

More 
than 

20 years

3.83% 18.44% 24.55% 18.44% 12.34% 22.40%

27

What is your undergraduate degree?

Other

Teaching
Certificate

2.28%

3.72%

BA
40.53%

BFA
30.46%

BS
23.02%

28

Do you have an advanced degree?

Yes: MA, MS, MEd, 
MFA, or Other

52.16%

No
47.00%

Yes - 
Doctorate
0.84%

29

How would you currently rate the professional 
development provided by your district?

Excellent 7.93%

3.97%

Satisfactory 33.89%

Needs Improvement 47.84%

My district does not 
offer PD opportunities.

6.37%Other

30

What types of grades do you give?

Standards-based
grades

64.64%Traditional letter
(or number) grades

30.34%

Participation grades 26.25%

Pass/Fail 10.39%

No grades 5.95%

Other 7.58%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

25
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Please rate the statement below:

When I do receive professional learning from 
my district, it is personalized and relevant.

Disagree

30.36%

Neutral

28.31%

Strongly 
disagree

16.75%

Agree

19.16%

Strongly 
agree

5.42%

31

Please rate the statement below:

My district provides me with the professional  
learning resources I need to do my job.

32

Strongly
agree

Strongly
disagree
10.13%

6.39%Neutral
34.50%

Disagree
24.49%

Agree
24.49%

Please rate the statement below:

Having classroom-ready resources available on-demand 
would allow me to be a better teacher.

Disagree

2.77%

Neutral

18.67%

Strongly 
disagree

1.08%

Agree

47.35%

Strongly 
agree

30.12%

33

What are your biggest struggles as an art teacher?

Supply management

27.73%

Behavior management

45.04%

Curriculum planning

25.09%

Lack of respect for 
the art program

39.15%

Parent communication 21.71%

Grading/assessment 35.13%

Other 15.68%

Technology

26.98%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

34

In what area do you feel there is the least amount of 
support from your district for the art program?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

35

Behavior management

Art education: relevant, 
professional development

Funding for materials

Curriculum development

Other

62.18%

17.36%

35.62%

32.77%

8.29%

How often, if ever, do you experience “teacher burn-out” 
(being overwhelmed by the amount of work and 

responsibilities that are expected)?

At least once a week

Daily

Three to four times a year

Once or twice a year

Hardly at all

Never

14.34%

12.73%

27.81%

29.42%

0.74%

Other 8.78%

6.18%

36
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What is your biggest joy as an art teacher?

Watching students grow 
in their creative ability

Building relationships and 
connecting with students

Sharing my passion 
and love for art

Introducing new materials 
and techniques to students

Helping students 
reach their potential

75.59%

59.43%

75.59%

47.10%

Other 2.22%

51.79%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

40

Please rate the statement below:

I feel supported by my administration.

Disagree

9.03%

Neutral

23.34%

Strongly 
disagree

2.38%

Agree

42.16%

Strongly 
agree

23.09%

37

Please rate the statement below:

I feel supported by my building colleagues.

38

Disagree

Strongly
disagree
1.64%

Strongly
agree
21.54%

7.05%

Agree
44.58%

Neutral
25.19%

Please rate the statement below:

I feel supported by parents and the community.

39

Strongly
disagree
1.24%

Strongly
agree
9.95%

Disagree
10.07%

Agree
42.66%

Neutral
36.07%
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1.  Demographics remain consistent—mostly.

For the fourth year in a row, the survey shows 

most art teachers are working in a “traditional 

public school.” A change, however, from years 

past is that nearly half are in the ‘burbs. So while 

most teachers are working in public schools, 

student populations and the movement of 

resources are changing.  

3.  Hybrid learning is here.

Just twelve months ago, the word “hybrid” was 

mainly associated with cars and gas. Given the 

circumstances, the survey gathered data on the 

current learning models art teachers are using with 

their students. Nearly 43% of teachers are adapting 

their objectives and strategies to successfully teach 

learners in the classroom and online simultaneously.

2.  “A” Players are everywhere.

Art teachers bring years of experience and a wealth 

of information from all corners of the United States. 

Consistent with years past, there are many art 

teachers in California and Texas.  Nationwide, over 

60% have been teaching for more than six years, and 

over 52% hold an advanced degree.
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4.  Art teachers are meeting in the middle.

When it comes to the spectrum of choice and 

pedagogy in art education, there are passionate 

feelings. We asked teachers to rate the level of choice 

they provide in their classroom on a scale from 1-10. 

For the fourth year in a row, the average came in at a 

five. Art teachers continue to build in choice at levels 

that work for them and their students.

6.  Art teachers have control.

In a year with so much unpredictability, ironically 

art teachers have dominion over their corner of 

the universe. Nearly 70% of art teachers report 

having total control over what is covered with 

their students and having their own classrooms 

in which to teach. Around 20% of teachers are 

either working full-time or part-time from a cart.

5.  Priorities are clear.

While every teacher will have passion areas and 

areas of focus, there are clear priorities of curricular 

topics. The three most important curricular topics 

across the board are the teaching of Techniques and 

Processes, Social Emotional Learning, and the oldie 

but goodie, the Elements and Principles of Art.
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7.  There is a need for SEL and mindfulness.

Given the landscape of education, it is no wonder that 

nearly 50% of teachers are interested in professional 

growth opportunities focused on emotional awareness 

and mindfulness. Art teachers need it for themselves 

and their students.

9.  Art teachers are still burning the candle at both ends.

Despite the level of intensity and changes 

in education, reports of “teacher burn-out”

remained mostly stable from last year’s 

survey. The news still isn’t good. About 30% 

of teachers report feelings of burnout at 

least once a week and 14% experience 

burn-out daily. Ouch.

8.  We are asking for a little R-E-S-P-E-C-T.

For the past three years, “behavior management” 

was the clear forerunner for where art teachers 

felt a lack of support and struggled the most. 

This year is different. A “Lack of Respect for the 

Art Program” is the biggest struggle and where 

art teachers would like support.
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10.  Despite everything, there is joy to be found.

It’s no surprise that in the midst of all that is on art teachers’ plates, there is joy to be 

found. Art teachers look for and find the best of their students. Nearly 76% of teachers still 

get the biggest joy from watching students grow in their creative abilities and in building 

relationships with them.
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